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IV 


The  Problem 

A  possible  explanation  for  the  low  level  of  participation  by  parents 
and  teachers  in  Home  and  School  activities  in  tho  Edmonton  area  might  be 
found  in  the  uncertainty  which  appears  to  exist  concerning  the  values  of 
the  activities  for  public  education.  It  would  be  unfortunate  if  any  of 
their  potentiality  for  improving  education  should  not  be  utilized  because 

of  this  uncertainty.  There  appears,  then,  to  be  a  need  for  data,  based 
on  objective  research,  concerning  the  nature  and  scope  of  the  activities, 

so  that  their  values  might  be  assessed  with  an  increased  degree  of  validity. 
To  provide  data  of  this  nature  concerning  the  activities  of  Edmonton' s 

Associations,  during  the  year  from  1S60-1961,  was  the  basic  purpose  of 
the  investigation  reported  here. 

The  Procedure 

From  a  survey  of  related  studies  and  literature,  information  and 
ideas  were  compiled  and  used  as  the  bases  from  which  the  questionnaire 

used  in  this  study  was  constructed. 

Copies  of  the  questionnaire  were  mailed  to  all  of  the  ninety-four 

Associations  which  together  comprised  the  Edmonton  Council  of  Home  and 

School  Associations  during  the  year  from  1950-1961.  Of  these,  fifty-four, 

or  57  per  cent,  were  completed  and  returned. 

Main  Conclusions 

1.  The  main  function  served  by  the  activities  of  the  Associations 
was  that  of  enlightening  parents  concerning  educational  principles  and 
practices.  About  50  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  times  all  activities 
were  engaged  in  and  about  58  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  times 
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all  topics  were  uood  wore  dovotod  to  this  purpose. 

2.  Approximately  32  per  cont  of  the  activities  were  likely,  because 
of  their  nature,  to  facilitate  acquaintanceship  between  parents  and  teachers. 
They  nay,  consequently,  have  led  to  greater  cooperation  and  freer  exchange 
of  ideas  and  information  between  parents  and  teachers. 

3.  Topics  classified  as  boing  remote  from  or  unrelated  to  the 
public  education  of  children  represented  almost  8  per  cent  of  the  total 
frequency  of  occurrence  of  all  of  the  topics  used  by  the  Associations. 

4.  Opportunity  usually  was  provided  for  teachers  and  principals 
to  submit  their  opinions  concerning  programs  to  the  program  planning' 
committees.  Teachers  or  principals,  it  was  found,  were  represented  on 
the  program  planning  committees  of  89  per  cent  of  the  Associations. 

5.  Only  a  small  proportion  of  the  Associations,  24  per  cent, 
engaged  in  activities  intended  to  bring  about  changes  in  school  policies 
or  practices  by  influencing  principals,  school  boards,  or  the  Department 
of  Education. 

6.  Fund-raising  was  not  unduly  emphasized  by  a  majority  of  the 
Associations,  if  the  viewpoint  is  accepted  that  the  Associations  are 
justified  in  raising  some  funds  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the 
schools  useful  equipment  not  provided  by  the  school  boards.  At  least 

67  per  cent  of  the  Associations  held  only  one  fund-raising  project  during 
the  year,  and  7  per  cent  did  not  conduct  any  fund-raising  projects. 
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About  50  per  cont  of  the  funds  raised  by  tho  Associations  wore 
spent  on  local  operating  costs  and  the  payment  of  duos  to  the  Alberta 
Federation.  Approximately  46  per  cent  wore  devoted  to  providing 
equipment  for  the  schools,  mainly  books  and  audio-visual  aids, 

7.  The  three  most  serious  problems  faced  by  the  Associations 
were:  (1)  small  attendances  at  meetings,  (2)  the  unwillingness  of  suit¬ 
able  persons  to  accept  executive  positions,  and  (3)  the  low  level  of 
male  participation. 
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CHAPTER  I 


THE  PROBLEM  AMD  DEFINITIONS  OF  TERMS  USED 
1.  THE,  PROBLEM 

Potentially  use iul  functions  of  Homo  pnd  School  Associations.  Home 
and  School  Associations,  if  given  adequate  support  by  parents  and  teachers, 
offer  prospects  of  contributing  to  educational  improvement  in  a  number  of 
ways.  They  may,  for  example,  contribute  significantly  to  educational 
improvement  through  activities  aimed  at  fulfilling  the  stated  objective 
of  "interpreting  the  school  in  all  its  aspects  to  the  public Assuming 
that  school  policies  and  activities  are  generally  based  on  logical  principle 
then  if  these  policies  and  activities  were  adequately  interpreted  to  the 
public,  the  public  should  be  more  likely  to  assist  willingly  rather  than  to 
obstruct  school  administrators  and  teachers  in  their  tasks.  Consequently, 
educational  progress  may  be  accelerated  through  this  phase  of  Home  and 
School  activities. 

In  addition  to  the  possibility  of  educational  progress  resulting  from 
enlightenment  of  the  public  concerning  education,  there  is  also  a  democratic 
reason  for  public  enlightenment  in  the  concept  that  education  is  everybody 1 s 
business  because  it  ultimately  affects  everyone.  To  quote  from  Mr.  W.P. 
YJagner,  superintendent  of  the  Edmonton  Public  school  systems 

It  is  both  natural  end  appropriate  *  .  •  that  school  systems  should 
be  subject  to  close  scrutiny  and  to  vigorous  criticism  or  commendation 
by  individual  citizens  and  representative  organizations  ....  they 
[teachers]  can  render  an  important  public  service  by  discussing  with 


^fhe  Canada. an  Home  end  School  and  Parent-Teacher  Federation,  The 
Canadian  Home  and  School  and  Parent-Teacher  Federation  Handbook,  (Toronto: 
The  Canadian  Home  and  School  end  Parent-Teacher  Federation,  1960) ,  p.4. 
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interested  parents  the  program  of  studies  in  our  schools 

In  addition  to  providing  an  agency  for  public  enlightenment  con¬ 
cerning  education,  the  Associations  may  contribute  to  educational  improve 
ment  in  other  ways.  They  may,  for  example,  contribute  through  their 
attempts  to  obtain  changes  in  school  policies,  curricula,  and  facilities 
by  influencing  various  bodies  concerned  with  education,  including  the 
Department  of  Education.  Under  some  circumstances,  they  may  contribute 
by  providing  various  types  of  equipment  for  use  in  the  schools.  Further 
more,  members  of  the  Associations  may  be  willing  to  assist  educators 
by  performing  some  non-teaching  tasks  in  the  schools. 

Participation  of  teachers  and  parents*  In  view  of  the  possible 

contribution  to  public  education  that  the  Home  and  School  Associations 

might  make,  a  majority  of  parents  and  teachers  might  be  expected  to 

support  them  enthusiastically.  A  cursory  examination  of  the  local 

situation,  however ,  suggests  that  such  is  not  the  case  in  Edmonton.  It 

appears  that  only  a  minority  of  parents  and  teachers  attend  meetings 

regularly.  Some  teachers  have  openly  expressed  the  opinion  that  local 

Home  and  School  activities,  as  they  have  observed  them  to  be  conducted, 

have  little  or  nothing  of  real  value  to  contribute  to  the  work  of  the 

3 

schools.  Furthermore,  a  recent  newspaper  report"  indicated  that  the 
membership  of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Home  and  School  Associations, 

^W.P.Wagner ,  "Working  Together  for  Better  Schools,"  The  Edmonton 
Public  Schools,  Vol.  14,  No.  2,  (February,  1961),  p.  1. 

3 

Edmonton  Journal,  April  27,  1963,  p.  52.' 
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with  which  tho  local  Associations  are  affiliated,  declined  by  six  thousand 
persons  during  tho  throe  years  up  to  and  including  1963. 

Neod  for  the  study .  A  possible  explanation  for  the  apparently  poor 
representation  of  parents  and  teachers  may  be  found  in  the  uncertainty 
which  appears  to  exist  concerning  the  values  of  Home  and  School  activities. 
Because  of  the  pressures  of  numerous  types  of  activities  competing  for 
the  time  of  parents  and  teachers,  they  are  hesitant  to  devote  any  time 
to  activities  concerning  the  value  of  which  they  are  in  doubt. 

If  the  local  Associations  are  engaging  in  activities  which  are 
worthwhile  in  terms  of  their  probable  contribution  to  the  education 
ox  school-age  children,  then  the  lack  of  participation  by  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  parents  and  teachers  is  unfortunate  since  greater  participation 
would  probably  result  in  an  increase  in  achievement.  For  this  reason, 
then,  it  seems  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  inform  parents  and 
teachers  concerning  the  values  of  the  Associations'  activities.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  activities  are  of  so  little  value  that  they  do  not 
merit  the  time  and  energy  of  the  participants,  this  information  should 
be  brought  to  the  attention  of  all  concerned. 

The  general  problem.  Insofar  as  this  investigator  has  been  able 
to  ascertain,  no  reliable  basis  for  evaluating  the  local  Associations' 
activities  is  presently  available.  While  many  opinions  concerning  their 
values  have  been  expressed  in  short  articles  and  in  speeches,  these  have 
been  based  not  on  objective  research  but  rather  on  limited  observation. 
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There  is,  then,  a  neod  for  a  report  based  oa  objective  research  to  show 
the  nature  and  extensiveness  of  the  activities.  Such  a  report  should 
provide  a  basis  from  which  judgments  concerning  Home  and  School  activities 
might  be  made  with  a  greater  degree  of  validity  than  has  hitherto  been 
possible.  To  provide  a  report  of  this  nature  was  the  basic  purpose  of 
this  investigation. 

Sub-problems.  In  an  attempt  to  obtain  a  comprehensive  picture  of 
the  activities,  dataware  compiled  concerning  the  following  items: 

1.  The  number  and  length  of  meetings  held. 

2.  The  representation  of  principals  and  teachers  and  of  males  and 
females  in  the  membership  and  attendance  figures  of  the 
Associations. 

3.  Study  group  activities. 

4.  Activities  tending  to  facilitate  acquaintanceship  between 
parents  and  teachers. 

5.  Program  planning  activities. 

6.  Involvement  of  the  local  associations  in  regional,  provincial, 
and  national  Home  and  School  activities. 

7.  Actions  taken  to  change  educational  policies  and  practices. 

8.  Fund-raising  objectives  and  activities. 

9.  Methods  used  to  obtain  publicity. 

10.  Tne  nature  and  seriousness  of  the  problems  encountered  by  the 
associations. 

11.  The  nature  and  relative  frequencies  of  the  activities  engaged 
in. 

12.  The  nature  and  relative  frequencies  of  the  topics  dealt  with 
in  programs# 
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Importance  of  the  study  for  the  local  associations.  Tho  findings 
obtained  in  this  study,  if  made  available  to  Home  and  School  officers, 
might  contribute  to  improvement  of  Home  and  School  programs  by  revealing 
excessive  use  of  some  activities  which  should  be  replaced  by  others  of 
greater  worth  in  terms  of  their  probable  contribution  to  public  school 
education. 

Hypothesis.  The  basic  hypothesis  of  this  study  was  that  much  of 
the  potentiality  of  the  Home  and  School  movement  for  improving  the  quality 
of  education  in  Edmonton  was  not  being  made  use  of  by  parents  and  teachers. 
This  was  thought  to  be  partly  because  some  of  the  activities  engaged  in 
appeared  to  have  little  relevance  to  the  education  of  school-age  children 
and  partly  because  of  the  low  percentage  of  teachers  and  parents  who 
participated  in  the  activities. 

II.  DEFINITIONS  OF  TERMS  USED 

The  Associations.  As  used  throughout  this  report  the  term  "the 
Associations"  refers  to  the  local  Home  and  School  Associations  which 
together  form  the  Edmonton  Home  and  School  Council. 

Council.  The  word  Council  refers  to  a  body  composed  of  the 
Associations  included  within  a  given  geographical  area.  Meetings,  at 
which  ideas  are  exchanged  and  information  from  the  Provincial  and 
National  Federations  is  received,  are  usually  held  monthly  <> 

Edmonton  Council.  Included  in  the  Edmonton  Council  during  the  year 
with  which  this  study  was  concerned  were  eighty-nine  Associations  in 
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Edmonton  City  and  Bevorly,  four  in  South  Edmonton,  and  one  in  Namao. 

Albert  a  Federation*  Tliis  term  is  usod  to  refer  to  the  Alberta 
Federation  of  Home  and  School  Associations. 


Canadian  Federation.  The  name  "Canadian  Home  and  School  and  Parent- 
Teacher  Federation"  is  abbreviated  to  "Canadian  Federation." 

Public  school.  The  term  "Public  school",  beginning  with  the 
capital  letter  P,  refers  in  this  study  to  a  tax-supported  school  estab¬ 
lished  under  law  by  the  majority  group  and  attended  by  children  whose 
parents  do  not  profess  the  Roman  Catholic  or  the  Greek  Catholic  faith. 

Separate  school.  The  term  "Separate  school"  is  used  in  this 
study  with  reference  to  a  tax-supported  school  established  under  law 
by  a  Catholic  minority  group  and  attended  by  children  whose  parents 
profess  the  Roman  Catholic  or  the  Greek  Catholic  faith. 

public  schools.  This  term,  with  the  small  letter  p,  is  used  to 
refer  to  tax-supported  schools  irrespective  of  the  religion  of  the 
persons  supporting  them  and  sending  their  children  to  them.  It  is  used 
with  reference  to  both  Public  and  Separate  Schools. 

Educational  objectives.  The  term  "educational  objectives"  is 
used  to  refer  to  what  this  investigator  believes  are  the  basic 
objectives  of  the  public  schools  of  Alberta.  These  objectives  are  as 
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1*  To  help  the  individual  child  to  develop  a  3enso  of  personal 

worth  by  helping  him  to  develop  satisfying  interests  and  skills. 

2.  To  lead  children  to  more  satisfying  human  relationships  or 
social  development. 

3.  To  equip  children  for  increasing  civic  responsibilities 
or  citizenship. 

4.  To  prepare  children  for  future  economic  self-sufficiency  by 
equipping  them  with  the  required  knowledge,  understanding,  and 
skills. 


Study  group.  In  this  report  the  term  "study  group"  is  used  to 
refer  to  a  group  organized  to  meet  on  more  than  one  occasion  to  study  a 
problem  or  a  number  of  problems. 

Average.  Hie  word "average" ,  as  it  is  used  in  this  report,  refers 
to  the  arithmetic  mean. 
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CHAPTER  II 


THE  HISTORY- ,  ORGANIZATIONAL  STRUCTURE,  AND  ACTIVITIES 
OF  THE  HOME  AND  SCHOOL  MOVEMENT 

History.  To  trace  the  origin  of  the  Home  and  School  movement  it 
is  necessary  to  refer  back  to  the  organizations  from  which  it  developed, 
namely,  the  Mothers'  Clubs  which  were  formed  in  the  United  States  towards 
the  end  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

These  clubs  originally  were  founded  in  connection  with  the  kinder¬ 
garten  movement.  They  were  intended  to  familiarize  mothers  of  kindergarten 
pupils  with  the  curricula  of  their  schools.  Later,  parents  of  pupils  of 
all  grades,  including  fathers  as  well  as  mothers,  were  permitted  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  activities.  At  this  stage  the  groups  came  to  be  known 
as  Parent-Teacher  Clubs  or  Home  and  School  Societies. 

A  group  of  this  kind  was  formed  at  Baddeck  in  Nova  Scotia  in  the 
year  1S96,  largely  due  to  the  influence  of  United  States'  citizens, 
including  Sir  iilexander  Graham  Bell,  who  had  summer  homes  in  Baddeck. 

One  of  the  chief  purposes  of  this  group  was  to  study  the  feasibility  of 
introducing  into  the  local  school  such  features  as  manual  training, 
household  science,  physical  training,  and  school  libraries. 

The  idea  of  an  organization  existing  to  provide  opportunities  for 
exchange  of  idea.s  between  parents  and  teachers  soon  spread  to  other  parts 
of  Canada.  In  the  year  1916  nine  local  Associations  in  Toronto  united 
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and  formed  Canada's  first  Home  and  School  Council.  In  1913  the  movement 
was  introduced  into  Calgary  through  the  efforts  of  Miss  Willetts,  a  young 
primary  teacher  at  Connaught  School. 

During  a  visit  to  her  homo  in  Brantford,  Ontario,  Miss  Willetts 
had  observed  Home  and  School  groups  in  operation.  She  was  so  enthusiastic 
about  what  she  observed  that,  when  she  returned  to  Calgary,  she  called 
the  mothers  of  her  pupils  together  and,  consequently,  a  temporary 
organization  known  as  a  Mothers*  Club  was  set  up.  In  1914  a  permanent 
organisation  was  established.  By  1916  there  were  eight  Associations  in 
Calgary,  and  by  1922  the  Associations  were  seventeen  in  number.  During 
this  year  they  united  to  form  a  Council  as  the  Toronto  Associations 
had  done  in  1916. 

In  the  year  1927  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Home  and  School 
Associations  was  formed with  Dr.  G.W.Kerby  of  Calgary  as  president. 
Subsequently  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Canadian  Home  and  School  and 
Parent-Teacher  Federation^ 

In  terms  of  membership  and  the  number  of  local  Associations  in 
existence,  the  Canadian  Federation  is  now  the  largest  of  all  of  the 
voluntary  organizations  in  Canada.  The  total  membership  figure  for 
the  year  1954  was  242,232,  and  the  number  of  Associations  was  3402. 

The  Alberta  Associations  united  on  a  provincial  basis  in  1929 
to  form  the  Alberta  Federation.  Dr.  Kerby  was  the  first  president. 

In  1938  there  were  forty  Associations  in  Alberta.  By  1962  there 
were  557  Associations  and  22,115  members.  However,  a  current  decline  in 
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membership  has  boen  noted.  A  statement  issued  at  the  Federation's  1963 
Convention  indicated  that  the  membership  had  decreased  by  almost  six 
thousand  members  in  tho  three  years  prior  to  1963. 1 

The  Canadian  Federation.  The  Canadian  Federation  heads,  unifies, 
and  guides  the  programs  of  the  Provincial  Federations.  A  delegate  voting 
body,  representing  the  various  provinces,  is  sent  to  each  annual  convention. 

Tiie  Federation  functions  to  a  large  extent  through  its  committee 
chairmen,  who  communicate  directly  with  the  Provincial  Federations  and 
through  then  with  the  local  Associations.  Topics  with  which  the  standing 
committees  are  concerned  are  children's  reading,  school  education,  parent 
education,  public  relations,  community  influences  and  citizenship,  audio¬ 
visual  aids,  and  the  problems  of  finance  and  constitution.  Chairmen  of 
provincial  committees  are  members  of  corresponding  national  committees. 

In  recent  years  the  Canadian  Federation  has  presented  a  number 
of  resolutions  and  brief 3  to  the  Federal  Government  concerning  the 
distribution  of  crime  comics.  Home  and  School  officers  believe  the 
Federation's  efforts  have  been  influential  in  obtaining  legislation 
restraining  the  making,  manufacturing,  selling  or  exposing  to  the 
public  view  of  undesirable  newstand  publications  for  juveniles. 

Representatives  of  the  Canadian  Federation  sit  on  the  Boards  of 
Directors  of  the  Canadian  Teachers'  Federation,  the  Canadian  School 
Trustees'  Association,  the  Canadian  Education  Association,  the  Canadian 
Citizenship  Council,  and  the  Canadian  Association  for  Adult  Education. 

^Edraont on  Journal,  April  27,  1963,  p.52. 
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A  magazine  entitled  Quest  is  issued  by  the  Federation  five  times 

a  year. 

The  activities  of  the  Canadian  Federation  are  financed  by  an  annual 
fee  of  six  cents  per  member  paid  through  the  Provincial  Federations. 

The  Provincial  Federations.  The  Provincial  Federations  serve 
the  pui'poses  of  uniting  and  directing  the  work  of  the  affiliated  Assoc¬ 
iations  within  each  province.  A  provincial  convention  is  held  annually 
and  each  member  Association  is  represented  by  accredited  delegates,.  In 
addition,  conferences  and  workshops  are  organized  for  the  training  of 
local  executives  in  leadership  and  program  planning. 

Tlie  various  activities  are  financed  by  per  capita  fees  from  the 
member  Associations.  In  Alberta  the  per  capita  fee  is  one  dollar. 

The  Alberta  Federation.  Since  1949  the  Alberta  Federation  has 
annually  submitted  resolutions  to  the  Provincial  Government  concerning 
child  welfare.  Areas  in  which  Home  and  School  officers  believe  the 
efforts  of  the  Federation  have  been  particularly  effective  include 
accident  insurance,  the  setting  up  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Education, 
improved  education  for  Indian  children,  obtaining  legislation  on 
objectionable  publications,  withdrawal  of  the  six -week  teacher  training 
program,  appointment  of  a  Provincial  Library  Supervisor,  development  cf 
a  text  book  rental  plan,  school  health  and  dental  inspection,  safety 
measures  for  school  zones  and  school  bus  regulations,  increase  of  English 
instruction  in  high  schools,  introduction  of  French  at  an  earlier  age, 
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and  the  return  of  trigonometry  to  the  high  school  curriculum. 

Representatives  of  the  Alberta  Federation  sit  on  the  General, 
Senior  High,  Junior  High,  and  Elementary  Curriculum  Committees  of  the 
Department  of  Education.  Furthermore,  representation  from  the  Federation 
is  invited  to  conventions  and  workshops  of  the  Alberta  Teachers'  Assoc¬ 
iation  and  of  the  Alberta  School  Trustees'  Association. 

Other  activities  of  the  Alberta  Federation  are  the  awarding  of 
scholar ships  valued  at  fifty  dollars  each  to  grade  nine  students,  and 
the  monthly  publication  of  the  magazine,  Home  and  School. 


Home  and  School  Objectives.  The  objectives  of  the  Alberta 
Federation  are  in  line  with  those  of  the  Canadian  Federation.  These 
are  as  follows: 

1.  To  promote  the  welfare  of  children  and  youth. 

2.  To  raise  the  standards  of  home  life. 

3.  To  promote  and  secure  adequate  legislation  for  the  care  and 
protection  of  children  and  youth. 

4.  To  foster  co-operation  between  parents  and  teachers  in  the 
training  and  guidance  of  children  and  youth,  both  during 
and  after  the  school  period. 

5.  To  obtain  the  best  for  each  child  according  to  his  physical, 
mental,  social,  and  spiritual  needs. 

6.  To  give  parents  an  understanding  of  the  school  and  its  work, 
and  to  assist  in  interpreting  the  school  in  all  its  aspects 
to  tho  public. 

7.  To  confer  and  co-operato  with  organizations  other  than  schools 
which  concern  themselves  with  the  care  ,  protection  and  train¬ 
ing  of  children  and  youth  in  the  home,  school  and  community; 
and  with  the  education  of  adults  to  meet  these  responsibilities. 
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8.  To  foster  high  ideals  of  citizenship  and  patriotism;  and  to 
promote,  through  educational  means,  international  goodwill 
and  peace. ^ 

Hone  and  School  aid  Poront-Teacher  Associations.  In  British 
Columbia  the  local  units  of  the  movement  are  known  as  Parent-Teacher 
Associations.  In  oil  of  the  other  provinces  they  are  designated  as 
Home  and  School  Associations.  Usually  the  local  Association  is 
connected  with  only  one  school  but  occasionally  a  single  Association 
serves  more  than  one.  Within  the  Edmonton  Council  each  Association 
serves  only  one  school.  During  the  year  1960-61  there  wore  ninety- 
four  Associations  within  the  Edmonton  Council. 

The  Canadian  Federation  recommends  that  the  local  Associations 
should  hold  a  minimum  of  eight  meetings  during  the  year  on  a  monthly 
basis  during  the  months  from  September  to  June. 

Membership  in  the  Home  and  School  organization  is  open  to  anyone 
who  is  "interested  in  the  Objects  of  the  Federation"  and  "is  willing  to 
uphold  its  policies  and  subscribe  to  its  By-laws  .  .  •  upon  payment  of 

3 

prescribed  dues." 

To  illustrate  the  types  of  programs  engaged  in  by  the  local 
Associations,  the  following  program  outlines  are  presented:  a  model 

2 

The  Canadian  Home  and  School  and  Parent-Teacher  Federation, 

The  Canadian  Home  and  School  and  Parent-Teacher  Federation  Handbook, 

p.  4. 

Ibid.,  p.  6. 
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order  of  business  for  a  goncral  meeting,  a  model  plan  for  the  year's 
activities,  both  as  recommended  by  the  Alberta  Federation,  and  an  actual 
year' 3  program  as  planned  by  a  local  Association  in  Edmonton. 

4 

Model  Order  of  Business  for  a  General  Meeting; 

1.  Call  to  order. 

2.  Opening  recital  ox  Objects,  We  Believe,  or  of  the  Home  and 
School  Prayer. 

3.  Minutes  of  the  previous  open  meeting. 

4.  Business  arising  out  of  the  minutes. 

5.  Treasurer's  report. 

6.  Presentation  of  bills  requiring  ratification. 

7.  Correspondence. 

8.  New  Business. 

9.  Announcements. 

10.  Program. 

11.  Adjournment. 

12.  Social  period. 

5 

Model  Plan  for  the  Year's  Activities" 

SEPTEMBER  -  "Home  Meets  School'.'  Parents  and  teachers  meet  and 
talk  with  each  other. 

OCTOBER  -  "Why  1 3  Johnny  Like  That?"  A  speaker  talks  on  child 
psychology. 


^From  the  film  strip  "Home  and  School  Meet." 
5 Ibid. 
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NOVr'BER  -  "Where  Is  Johnny  After  Four?"  A  panel  discussion  on 
the  child' s  outsido-of-school  activitios. 

DECE3ER  -  A  Christmas  concert  with  the  children  singing  carols* 

JANUARY  -  "Why  Does  Johnny  Study  That?:  Johnny  and  the  Tlireo 
R's*"  A  study  group  report  is  given. 

FEBRUARY  -  "Johnny  Needs  Guidance."  A  guidance  counsellor  talks 
about  guidance. 

MARCH  -  "Why  Does  Johnny  Study  That?:  Johnny  and  the  Humanities." 

A  teacher  demonstrates  with  examples  of  pupil  art,  music, 
drama,  or  dancing. 

APRIL  -  "Why  Does  Johnny  Study  That?:  Science  and  Social 
Studies."  New  methods  are  discussed. 

MAY  -  "Johnny  Shows  His  Stuff."  A  culmination  display  of 

Crafts  and  Home  Economics  is  presented.  Election  of 
officers  takes  place o 

JUNE  -  The  annual  meeting  is  held.  Installation  of  officers 
takes  place. 


A  Year1  s  Program  As  Planned  By  a  Local  Association0 

Theme:  Development  of  Student  Potential 


OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER 


DECEMBER 


Meet  the  Teacher  Night. 

National  Book  Week. 

"Our  Aim  -  Better  Libraries  -  The  Key  to  Learning."  A 
lecture  followed  by  a  question  period. 

Inspection  of  the  Junior  High  Library. 

Installation  of  Home  and  School  officers. 

Christmas  Program. 

Christmas  Dance. 


From  a  news  bulletin  published  by  a  local  Association  for  its 
members  during  1961-62. 
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JANUARY 

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 

APRIL 

MAY 


Panel  Discussion:  "Responsibility  of  the  Horae  in 
Development  of  Student  Potential." 

"Sports  and  Your  Child."  A  lecture  will  be  given 
accompanied  by  a  film  presentation. 

Annual  Toa. 

Valentine  Dance. 

Open  House  in  tho  School. 

"Education  from  Six  to  Sixty."  (The  nature  of  the 
program  v/as  not  stated.) 

Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers. 


-  Graduation  Dance 
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CHAPTER  III 


REVIEW  OP  THE  LITERATURE 

Much  has  been  written  about  Canadian  Home  and  School  Associations. 
However,  a  study  by  this  investigator  of  relevant  literature  indicated  that 
very  little  research  has  been  carried  out  on  this  topic. 

RESEARCH 

Dr oad  evaluative  studies  of  parent-teacher  association  activities. 
But terworth^  carried  out  extensive  studies  during  the  years  1924—25  on 
the  activities,  the  objectives,  and  the  organization  of  797  local  Parent- 
Teacher  Associations  in  the  nine  states  of  the  United  States.  He  was  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  unfavorable  attitude  of  many  school  administrators  and 
teachers  to  the  then  young  Parent-Teacher  movement  and  felt  that  a 
thorough  evaluation  was  necessary  to  correct  this  attitude  if  it  were 
wrong,  and  also  as  a  preliminary  step  towards  improvement  of  ihe  organ¬ 
ization.  ’'Some,”  he  said,  "are  engaging;  in  doubtful  activities,  some 
are  neglecting  entirely  certain  significant  ones;  while  most  do  not 
distribute  their  energies  proportionally  among  the  activities  most 
needed."^ 

He  stated  the  chief  problems  of  his  study  as  being  :  (1)  to 
discovor  what  activities  Parent-Teacher  Associations  actually  engage  in; 

J.E.Buttervorth,  The  Parent-Teacher  Association  and  Its  Work. 

(New  Yorks  The  MacMillan.  Company,  1929),  pp.  1-7. 

2 

"Ibid. ,  p.  25. 
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(2)  to  consider  what  place,  if  any,  such  an  organization  should  havo  in 

an  educational  program;  (3)  to  undertake  an  evaluation  of  the  activities 

2 

to  see  in  what  ways,  if  any,  redirection  of  energy  should  take  place. 

As  an  instrument  for  evaluating  the  associations  involved  in  Ms 

study  Butterworth  prepared  a  set  of  criteria  which  he  named  A  Self- 

4 

Measuring  Scale  for  Parent-Teacher  Associations.  TMs  scale  was  designed 
to  measure  oi-ganizational  and  administrative  standards  and  activities  as 
they  were  planned  and  carried  out.  The  items  included  in  it  were  placed 
in  the  form  of  a  scale  so  that  associations  might  be  ranked  high  or  low 
in  terms  of  the  standards  and  definitions  which  Butterworth  provided. 

Some  of  the  items  from  this  scale  were  made  use  of  in  compiling  the 
questionnaire  used  in  this  present  study. 

Butterworth  arrived  at  the  following  conclusions  concerning 
Parent-Teacher  activities: 

1.  Here  attention  was  given  to  topics  and  activities  dealing  with 
adult  and  community  problems  than  was  desirable  if  the  organization 
v/ere  assumed  to  devote  itself  largely  to  the  educational  problems  of 
children  of  school  age. 

2.  The  associations  did  not  attempt  to  influence  school 
officials  to  such  a  degree  that  it  constituted  interference  in 
school  control. 

3.  They  devoted  too  much  attention  to  (a)  entertainment  and  (b) 
providing  funds,  with  a  consequent  underemphasis  of  other  functions. 

4.  They  gave  too  little  attention  to  (a)  studying  the  educational 
needs  of  the  community  and  to  (b)  educating  the  community  to  an 
understanding  of  the  school  program. 


°Ibid. ,  p  .  7. 

4Ibid  .  ,pp.  115—122* 
5Ibid. ,  p.  76. 
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Butterv/orth' s  report,  although  baaed  on  research  and  conditions  of 
over  thirty  years  ago,  w as  found  to  be  valuable  as  a  source  of  suggestions 
concerning  the  types  of  data  requii'ed  in  a  study  of  this  nature.  It  has 
value  also  in  providing  a  frame  of  reference  for  comparing  the  results 
of  the  two  studies  which  wore  separated  by  about  thirty-five  years  of  time 

and  which  were  conducted  in  different  locations. 

6 

In  1945  Ponrose  completed  an  investigation  which  had  as  its  stated 
purpose  an  assessment  of  the  educational  significance  of  the  Home  and 
School  movement  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  He  obtained  the  data  for  his 
study  from  the  following  sources : 

1.  Letters  from  Home  and  School  officers  in  the  nine  provinces, 
dealing  with  the  early  history  of  the  movement. 

2.  Letters  on  current  activities  received  from  Department  of 
Education  officers  and  Home  and  School  officials  in  reply  to 
inquiries  about  their  opinions. 

3.  The  national  and  provincial  Home  and  School  periodicals  and 
handbooks. 

4.  Records  of  the  activities  for  one  year  from  ten  Associations 
in  the  Greater  Montreal  area. 

5.  A  ten-year  record  of  the  activities  of  one  of  these  Greater 
Montreal  Associations,  as  shoYm  in  the  Association’s  minutes. 

6.  The  results  from  twenty-three  completed  questionnaires 
returned  by  local  Associations  to  the  Quebec  Federation  of 
Home  and  Schools  in  1945,  out  of  fifty  questionnaires  mailed 
out. 


0 

George  Il.Penrose,  "  The  Educational  Significance  of  the  Home  and 
School  Movement”  (unpublished  Master’s  thesis,  McGill  University,  Montreal, 
1945),  p.  3. 
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He  found  the  range  in  paid  family  memberships  among  the  Associations 
to  be  from  twenty-four  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-three,  while  the  avorage 
attendance  was  one  hundred  and  forty.  Furthermore,  of  twenty-three 
Associations  which  l-eplied  to  the  questionnaires  sent  out  by  the  Quebec 
Federation,  twenty-one  indicated  that  teachers  were  well  represented  at 
their  meetings  and  that  a  majority  of  the  teachers  were  members. 

An  average  of  six  general  meetings  and  six  executive  meetings  were 
held  yearly.  Only  four  of  the  Associations  had.  organized  study  groups. 

Penrose  arrived  at  the  following  general  conclusions  concerning 
the  educational  significance  of  the  Home  and  School  movement: 

1.  The  Associations  comprising  the  movement  existed  in  response 
to  a  need  felt  in  local  communities  for  enlightenment,  cooperation,  and 
participation  in  the  education  of  the  local  children. 

2.  One  of  the  most  important  tasks  of  the  Associations  was  in 
helping  parents  to  achieve  a  greater  understanding  of  the  needs  and 
nature  of  their  children.  This  was  done  in  part  through  general 
meetings  and  partly  through  study  groups.  This  work  was  hampered  some¬ 
what  by  a  lack  of  trained  leaders. 

3.  A  valuable  contribution  to  education  was  made  through  their 
efforts  to  increase  parental  understanding  of  the  aims  and  methods  of 
the  schools.  Penrose  pointed  out,  however,  that  with  an  average 
attendance  of  only  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons,  representing  four 
hundred  families,  the  majority  of  families  did  not  benefit  from  the 
information  given,  although  the  understanding  gained  may  have  spread 
to  others. 
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4.  The  movement  had  educational  significance  in  attempting  to 
obtain  increased  cooperation  between  parents  and  teachers,  thereby 
reducing  friction  and  causing  frank  and  helpful  exchanges  of  ideas. 

This  contribution  to  education  would  hnvo  been  more  effective  according 
to  Penrose,  if  a  greater  percentage  of  teachers  and  principals  had  par¬ 
ticipated. 

5.  There  was  significance  in  the  movements  potentiality  for 
gaining  support,  assistance,  and  collaboration  for  local  projects  which 
might  otherwise  have  been  opposed  or  misunderstood.  There  appeared  to 
be  no  ground  for  the  assumption  by  many  principals  that  Home  and  School 
members  sought  to  interfere  with  things  that  were  their  responsibility. 

6.  The  Associations  provided  many  things  wanted  by  principals 
and  teachers.  The  things  provided  included  increased  library  facilities, 
athletic  equipment,  art  classes,  scholarships,  playgrounds,  hockey 
supervision,  sex  education  classes  and  noon-hour  supervision. 

7.  Home  and  School  Associations  exerted  a  leavening  influence  on 
general  public  opinion,  particularly  on  sections  of  the  public  opposing 
modernization  of  school  building,  equipment,  and  teacher  salary  scales 
on  the  ground  of  expense. 

In  an  attempt  to  summarize  the  activities  of  Home  and  School 
Associations  briefly,  Penrose  stated  that  they  had  two  main  purposes: 

(1)  improvement  of  the  services  the  school  gives  to  the  individual 
child,  and  (2)  an  awakening  of  informed  public  interest  in  public 


education 
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Grebner  completed  a  study  in  1955  of  the  activities  of  local 
Parent-Teacher  Associations  in  Illinois.  Hie  purposes  of  his  study 
were:  (1)  to  discover  the  facts  concerning  the  current  activities  of 
local  Parent-Teacher  Associations;  (2)  to  analyze  and  interpret  these 
facts  and  the  generalizations  drawn  from  them  in  terms  of  their  con¬ 
sistency  with  Parent-Teacher  Association  objectives;  (3)  to  determine 
the  extent  to  which  the  objectives  of  the  Parent-Teacher  movement  were 
being  realized,  to  suggest  areas  of  needed  revision  or  greater  emphasis, 
and  to  make  general  recommendations  for  the  improvement  of  Parent- 
Teacher  Association  activities. 

Four  questionnaires  were  used  in  the  study.  One  was  designed 
to  be  completed  by  local  Parent-Teacher  Association  officers  and  to 
supply  information  on  membership  and  activities.  One  was  to  be 
completed  by  individual  parent  and  teacher  members,  giving  personal 
data  and  expressing  opinions  concerning  the  local  organization.  Hie 
third  one  was  to  be  filled  out  by  non-member  citizens,  expressing  their 
views  on  Parent -Teacher  Association  problems.  Hie  fourth  was  an 
evaluation  form  to  be  filled  out  by  local  officers  or  by  a  committee, 
giving  information  concerned  with  Parent-Teacher  Association  objectives® 

While  wide  variation  was  found  to  exist  among  local  Parent -Teacher 
Associations  in  Illinois  in  the  number  and  kinds  of  their  activities,  the 


7  ... 

L*G.Grebner,  "Activities  of  Parent-Teacher  Associations  in 

Illinois  Designed  to  Aid  Local  Schools"  (unpublished  Doctor’s  thesis, 

University  of  Illinois,  Urbana,  1955.) 
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following  conclusions  were  found  to  apply  generally  to  local  Parant- 
Teacher  Association  units. 

1.  Tlie  menibersliip  was  in  need  of  expansion,  particularly  the 
male  membership.  A  true  cross-section  of  the  community  should  be 
represented  in  the  member ship.  Most  basic  in  expanding  the  membership 
was  the  necessity  for  a  program  of  activities  consistent  with  Parent- 
Teacher  Association  objectives. 

2.  Wider  participation  by  members  should  be  obtained.  The 
opportunities  for  member  participation  were  many:  standing  committees, 
special  projects.  If  the  work  involved  tasks  relevant  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  education  and  the  welfare  of  children,  it  was  doubtful  that 
parents  and  teachers  would  remain  indifferent. 

3.  More  time  should  be  spent  on  activities  consistent  with 
Parent-Teacher  Association  objectives  and  less  on  activities  unrelated 
to  those  objectives.  Examples  of  unrelated  activities  were  stated  as 
being  fund-raising,  social  activities,  and  the  purchasing  ox  school 
equipment.  All  activities  should  be  examined  in  terms  of  their  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  objectives  and  policies  of  the  Parent-Teacher  Assoc¬ 
iation.  Extraneous  pursuits  should  be  relegated  to  their  appropriate 
places  in  the  over-all  program. 

4.  The  Parent -Teacher  Association  should  be  more  eggressive  in 
undertaking  a  wider  variety  of  activities.  Grebner  thought  the  reason 
for  the  apparent  lack  of  aggressiveness  might  be  the  high  degree  of 
uncertainty  and  disagreement  in  the  minds  of  the  members  concerning 
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what  the  Parent-Teacher  Association  should  or  should  not  do.  Clar¬ 
ification  and  consensus  at  the  local  level  should  be  obtained  through 
group  discussions  of  parents  and  teachers. 

Values  of  parent-teacher  type  activities.  Coffin°  concluded 

that  regular  contact  with  the  schools  through  attendance  at  Horae  and 

School  Association  meetings  and  other  functions  caused  an  appreciable 

improvement  in  knowledge  of  education.  It  should  be  mentioned  that 

Coffin,  in  this  study  to  determine  how  well  informed  Edmontonians  were 

about  the  Alberta  school  system,  was  assisted  by  Home  and  School 

9 

Association  volunteers.  Studebalcer  indicated  that  the  objective  of 
the  National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers  to  involve  citizens  in 
broad  educational  thought  and  inquiry  was  being  achieved.  According 
to  Studebaker,  leading  questions  asked  by  Parent -Teacher  groups  were: 
how  can  school  curriculums  be  kept  abreast  of  the  times?  How  well  is 
this  being  done?  Capra^,  in  a  study  of  the  attitudes  of  parents 
toward  current  educational  practices  in  the  elementary  schools  and 
some  influencing  factors,  found  that  Parent-Teacher  Association  members 
held  a  more  favorable  attitude  toward  current  educational  practice  than 
non  Parent-Teacher  Association  members. 


O 

E.R. Coffin,  "An  Investigation  of  the  Amount  of  Knowledge  Possessed 
by  the  Public  Concerning  the  Schools"  (unpublished  Master's  thesis, 
University  of  Alberta,  Edmonton,  1959.) 

a 

J.U. Studebaker ,  101  Questions  ab out  Public  Education,  (Chicago: 
National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers,  1954)  pp.  1-9. 

10J. Capra,  "A  Study  of  the  Attitudes  of  Parents  toward  Current 
Educa/bional  Practices  in  the  Elementary  Schools  and  Some  Influencing 
Factors."  Doctor's  thesis,  Boston  University,  Boston,  1955.  Cited  by 
H.T. Knutson  in  Review  of  Educational  Research,  28:  358-370,  October,  1958. 
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Hines  and  Curran^,  in  a  study  of  research  related  to  channels 

of  influonce  upon  the  school,  pointed  out  that  the  bulk  of  research 

indicated  the  effectiveness  of  influence  channels  and  formalized  Parent- 

Teacher  croups.  An  example  of  this  effectiveness  is  provided  in  Van 

12 

Volkinburg' s  case  study  of  a  Michigan  community  that  obtained  strong 

support  for  funds  to  build  a  large  senior  high  school.  He  concluded 

that  citizen  participation  and  sound  educational  planning  ?/ere  responsible 

1? 

for  obtaining  the  school.  Hull  ^ ,  in  summarizing  seven  years  of  work  with 

lay  advisory  councils,  concluded  that  when  citizens  eliminate  educators 

or  when  educators  eliminate  citizens,  serious  mistake's  in  educational 

planning  are  made.  It  is  when  the  two  groups  influence  each  other  that 

broader  vision  and  progress  are  possible. 

Recommended  activities  for  citizen  committees.  From  returns  on 

14 

a  questionnaire  in  Wisconsin,  Weisbrod  concluded  that  7/isconsin  schools 
are  cognizant  of  the  importance  and  effectiveness  of  using  citizen 
committees  in  ways  such  as:  (a)  serving  the  board  of  education  in  an 
advisory  capacity;  (b)  advising  on  curriculum  changes;  (c)  studying 
school  building  needs;  and  (d)  participating  in  the  collection  of  band 


l\  •  Amines  and  L.R.  Curran,  "The  School  and  Community  Forces," 
Review  of  Educational  Research,  25:  48-60,  February,  1955. 

12r.  Li.Van  Volkinburg,  "The  Community  Said  Yes,"  American  School 
Board  Journal,  128:  47-52,  May,  1954. 

J.H.Hull,  "Help  the  Board” s  Advisory  Committee  Know  Its  Place," 
School  Executive,  73:  62-53,  June,  1954. 

14h.g  .Weisbrod,  "Using  Community  Resources,"  Wisconsin  Journal  of 
Education,  87:  8,  December,  1954. 
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funds,  in  costume  and  drapery  preparation,  and  in  tho  school  lunch 
program.  Osviov:^°  indicated  that  administrators  should  encourage 
communities  to  maintain  a  permanent  community  wide  group  to  study  the 
school* s  budgetary,  administrative,  and  instructional  problems. 

Attitudes  of  administrators.  Research  reports  suggest  that  there 

is  doubt  in  the  minds  of  some  administrators  regarding  tho  usefulness 

16 

of  engaging  lay  community  members  in  educational  projects.  Rowe  ,  using 

tape-recorded  interviews,  examined  present  and  potential  role3  of  ley- 

community  members  in  several  phases  of  educational  planning  and  operation. 

His  findings  indicated  that  such  participation  could  have  great  value  and 

public  support  but  that  the  community  members  were  actually  more  willing 

to  participate  than  were  administrators  to  have  them  participate.  In 

17 

polling  a  sample  of  superintendents  Rich  checked  the  superintendents* 
opinions  for  or  against  lay  committees.  He  reported  that  administrators 
showed  great  support  of  school-sponsored  committees  of  lay  citizens  but 
felt  that  these  committees  should  be  of  a  temporary  nature. 


1SL  •  Osview,  ’’Ten  Ways  Superintendents  Use  Human  Resources,” 
School  Executive,  73:  76,  lio v ember,  1953. 

1SS.J.Rowe,  "A  Study  of  School-Community  Interaction.”  Doctor’s 
thesis,  University  of  Southern  California,  Los  Angeles,  1956.  Cited  by 
R.A.Raslund  and  C.M.Brown  in  Review  of  Educational  Research.  28:  16-28, 
February,  1958. 

17A.H.Rich,  "For  and  Against  Lay  Committees,”  Nation*  s  Schools, 
52:  50,  August,  1953. 
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OTHER  LITERATURE 


Tlie  following  statements  and  viewpoints  on  Parent -To  acher  groups 

are  included  as  samples  of  current  thinking  regarding  these  groups. 

None  of  them,  however,  indicate  if  they  are  based  on  research  findings. 

Reasons  for  successes  and  failures  of  Parent-Teacher  Associations. 
18 

Chamberlain  and  Kindred  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  majority  of 
Parent -Teacher  groups  in  the  United  States  were  working  diligently  to 
realize  the  ideals  for  which  they  were  founded.  They  suggested,  however, 
that  many  were  failures  insofar  as  the  realization  of  educational  object¬ 
ives  were  concerned. 


Some  are  built  around  the  idea  that  the  PTA  is  a  fund-raising 
organization  for  purchasing  instructional  supplies  and  equipment 
that  the  board  of  education  fails  to  provide.  A  number  leave  the 
impression  that  the  association  is  a  convenient  excuse  for  holding 
card  parties,  dances,  and  teas.  In  other  instances  the  principal 
activity  is  that  of  listening  to  outside  speakers  who  may  say  many 
worthwhile  things  that  are  sometimes  related  to  education.  ^ 

Failures  amongst  Parent-Teacher  groups,  according  to  Chamberlain 
20 

and  Kindred  ,  usually  can  be  traced  to  one  or  more  of  the  following 
causes:  (1)  the  lack  of  a  sound  sensible  program,  (2)  the  social 


ambitions  of  those  in  leadership  who  use  the  offices  for  their  own 
glorification,  (3)  the  persistent  demands  for  money  with  which  to  buy 


school  supplies  and  equipment,  (4)  the  similarity  in  programs  that 


TO 

Chamberlain,  L.M. ,  and  Kindred,  L.W. ,  The  Teacher  and  School 
Organization,  (New  York:  Prentice-Hall,  Inc.,  1949),  p.  602. 

19rV, 

Ibid. 

20 


Ibid.,  pp.  602,  603 
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hold  little  interest  for  the  average  parent,  (5)  too  strict  a  concern 
for  petty  local  matters,  (6)  undemocratic  methods  of  procedure, 

(7)  the  tendency  to  complain  about  the  school  instead  of  taking  a 
constructive  attitude  toward  its  improvement.  They  suggested  as  the 
more  common  reasons  for  success:  (1)  a  sincere  conviction  on  the  part 
of  teachers  and  parents  concerning  the  place  and  importance  of  the 
Association,  (2)  a  clearly  defined  set  of  principles  outlining  the 
Association's  sphere  of  activity,  (3)  competent  leadership,  (4)  a  real 
working  program  pointed  specifically  at  the  objectives  of  the  Association, 
(5)  assurance  that  the  activities  undertaken  by  the  Association  can  be 
handled  successfully,  (6)  variations  in  regularly  scheduled  programs, 

(7)  opportunities  for  any  parent  to  obtain  a  position  of  leadership,  and 

(8)  recognition  of  contributions  to  child  welfare  arising  from  the 
activities  of  the  Association. 

21 

In  an  editorial  in  the  Alberta  Horae  and  School  News  the  question 
was  asked,  "Do  teachers  feel  the  need  of  a  Home  and  School  Association?" 
Three  reasons  were  suggested  for  the  lack  of  participation  by  teachers 
in  Home  and  School  activities:  (1)  Some  teachers  think  "of  the  school  as 
an  island  of  learning  where  the  sole  responsibility  for  achievement  rests 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  teachers  and  the  students."  (2)  "The  burden  of 
programs"  falls  too  heavily  upon  teachers.  (3)  The  poor  attendance  of 
parents  lessens  the  enthusiasm  of  teachers. 


"Overheard  in  the  Corridor:  Do  Teachers  Feel  the  Need  of  a  Home 
and  School  Association?  "  Alberta  Home  and  School  News,  November- 
December,  1958, 
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Changes  needed .  Lunn"",  at  the  conclusion  of  a  year  in  office  as 
president  of  a  local  Association  in  Canada,  statod  that  elimination  of 
the  following  practices  would  probably  result  in  improving  the  general 
effectiveness  of  Home  and  School  programs:  (1)  the  U3e  of  devices  for 
improving  and  maintaining  attendance  such  as  the  awarding  of  banners 
to  the  classrooms  best  represented  by  parents  at  mootings,  (2)  dis¬ 
cussion  of  "dead  end  issues"  such  ag  the  question  of  wearing  school 
uniforms,  and  (3)  money-raising  activities. 

Two  other  steps  were  advocated  by  Luna  as  being  needed  to  .improve 
the  quality  of  Home  and  School  programs.  First,  the  aims  and  objectives 
should  be  "set  down  clearly  and  unequivocally",  since  the  present  list 
of  eight  objectives  in  the  official  Home  and  School  manual  "are  so 
vague  or  general  as  to  be  all  but  meaningless."  Secondly,  the  members 
should  become  more  aggressive  in  seeking  to  achieve  their  goals  irrespect¬ 
ive  of  what  bodies  or  persons  outside  of  the  movement  might  say. 

23 

Mayer  expressed  the  viewpoint  that  the  Parent-Teacher  Association 
in  the  United  States  is  "a  formality,  an  overearnest,  yet  purposeless 
talking  society.  In  many,  it  is  a  mere  fund-raising  deviceo  In  some, 

it  has  become  an  arena  for  personal  politicking j  in  many  more,  a  monthly 

v  „24 
bore." 


22 

‘"Richard  Lunn,  "Home  and  School  Is  a  Waste  of  Time  But  .  .  .  ," 
Star  Weekly  Magazine ,  September  30,  1961,  pp.  18,  19,  27. 

‘"^Martin  Mayer,  "13  PTA  Doing  Anything  for  Our  Schools?"  Better 
Homes  and  Gardens,  May,  1962,  pp.  80-81,  126-128* 

24Ibid. ,  p.  81. 
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In  Mayer's  opinion  the  task  most  effectively  carried  out  by  Parent- 
Teacher  Associations  was  that  of  demonstrating  through  pilot  projects 
that  practices  believed  to  offer  benefits  for  the  children  were  practical 
and  worthwhile.  Examples  cited  were  kindergartens,  classes  in  French, 
lunch  programs,  and  facilities  arranged  for  eye  examinations. 

He  indicated,  moreover,  that  Parent-Teacher  Associations  would  be 
better  equipped  to  meet  the  needs  of  local  schools  if  they  consistently 
kept  up  with  the  following  activities. 

1.  Finding  out  the  needs  of  their  own  schools  so  that  appropriate 
action  might  be  taken  to  meet  these  needs. 

2.  Seeking  to  learn  as  much  as  possible  about  the  operations  of 
other  schools  and  other  Parent-Teacher  Associations  so  that 
what  they  learn  might  be  applied  in  improving  their  own 
Associations. 

3.  Helping  teachers,  especially  in  ways  designed  to  maintain 
physical  conditions  suitable  for  professional  work.  This 

might  involve,  for  example,  assisting  with  playground  super¬ 
vision  to  provide  teachers  with  an  adequate  lunch  period. 

4.  Helping  children  by  meeting  various  kinds  of  needs  such  as 
providing  scholarship  money  or  finding  jobs  for  drop-outs. 

Improving  school  facilities  by  requesting  school  boards  or 
other  bodies  to  provide  improvements  or  to  correct  bad 
situations. 

6.  Encouraging  educational  experiment  and  reform  by  participating 
actively  in  Parent-Teacher  Association  Councils  and  insisting 
"that  these  Councils  keep  investigating  (and  publicizing)  the 
chances  for  reform  in  instruction,  whether  the  superintendent 
of  schools  likes  the  idea  or  not." 

7.  Organizing  or  stimulating  Parent-Teacher  Associations  in  the 
centre  of  city  slums,  because  slum  schools  particularly  need 
the  kinds  of  help  that  a  Parent-Teacher  Association  can  provide. 
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Useful  functions  of  Paront-Teacher  Associations.  In  Limn' s° 
view,  the  local  Association  basically  should  be  a  forum  where  parents 
and  teachers  come  together  to  discuss  ways  of  helping  tho  child  both 
are  attempting  to  educate. 

An  additional  type  of  activity  which  Lunn  considered  to  be 
worthwhile  was  the  provision  of  classes  not  provided  by  the  schools. 

As  an  example  he  cited  a  series  of  Frenchconversation  classes  which 
members  of  his  Associations  executive  had  organized.  Thirteen  members 
of  a  special  committee  took  turns  monitoring  the  classes  to  see  that 

order  was  maintained  and  that  the  rooms  were  tidied  up. 

26 

Detjen  expressed  her  concept  of  a  high  school  Parent-Teacher 
Association  as  being  that  of  an  adult  education  group.  In  this  group 
parents  learn  about  the  school  and  its  educational  program,  youth  and 
parents  come  to  a  better  understanding  of  each  other,  and  teachers 
gain  an  insight  into  the  community.  Teachers  have  an  opportunity  to 
learn  the  community's  expectations  from  the  school  program  and  also 
to  learn  about  their  pupils  through  getting  to  know  their  parents. 

In  the  community,  according  to  Detjen,  the  Association  may  instigate 
projects  to  improve  conditions  for  children  and  youth. 


25l 


unn,  loc.  cit. 


?6 

C.W.Detjen  and  C-.E.Wallace,  "What  Can  We  Expect  from  our 
High-School  Parent-Teacher  Associations'?"  national  Association  of 
Secondary  School  Principals  Bulletin,  43:  198-202,  April,  1959* 
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27 

Wallace's  viewpoint  of  the  functions  of  high  school  Paront-Toacher 
Associations  included  the  following  points: 

1.  They  provide  a  channel  of  two-way  com;nunication  between  the 
parents  and  the  school.  He  suggested  that  if  good  channels 
of  communication  were  maintained  "public  indignation  meetings" 
and  similar  incidents  could  be  avoided. 

2.  They  provide  a  way  for  parents,  students  and  faculty  members 
to  come  to  understand  each  other  through  working  in  close 
harmony . 

3.  They  provide  a  strong  group  of  supporters  of  state  and 
community  projects  for  the  improvement  of  schools  and 
the  teaching  profession. 

28 

Sykes  presented  the  view  that  the  Parent-Teacher  Association,  in 
addition  to  its  stated  objectives,  has  a  social  function  of  equal  import¬ 
ance,  that  of  reducing  parent- teacher  conflict.  He  gave  a  number  of 
reasons  for  conflict  between  teachers  and  parents  and  explained  how,  in 
his  view,  the  Parent-Teacher  Association  serves  to  eliminate  such  conflict. 

The  instruction  of  parents  by  lectures  and  discussion  groups  which 
convey  the  school-approved  version  of  modern  theories  of  child  psy¬ 
chology,  education,  and  group  relations,  the  symbolic  affirmation  of 
the  schools'  objectives  in  programs  involving  the  joint  participation 
of  parents  and  teachers;  and  the  provision  of  opportunities  for  parents 
associate  outside  the  institutional  relationship:  all 
the  sources  of  parent-teacher  conflict  .  .  . 

though,  that  the  "organizational  solution,  of  parent- 

the  form  of  the  local  Parent-Teacher  Association  is 


"The  PTA  and  Parent-Teacher  Conflict,"  Harvard 
23,  p.  90. 

29t,  .  , 

Ibid. 


and  teachers  to 
serve  to  attack 

He  pointed  out, 

teacher  conflict  in 


27 


Ibid. 


28G.M.  Sykes, 
Educational  Review, 
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limited  by  the  extont  of  parent  and  teacher  participation."  In  his  view, 

it  lias  little  effect  on  the  male  section  of  the  population,  since  "the 

30 

PTA  is  primarily  a  feminine  organization." 

31 

Interference  in. school  activities.  Brickman  reported  that 
statements  of  several  school  administrators  at  the  fifty-ninth  annual 
convention  of  the  New  York  State  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers 
indicated  that  cooperation  between  Parent-Teacher  Associations  and 
principals  had  broken  down  in  certain  communities.  The  reason  given  by 
these  administrators  was  that  some  Parent-Teacher  groups  had  become 
rather  militant.  In  some  cases,  according  to  these  administrators, 
attempts  had  been  made  to  tell  school  officials  how  to  run  their 
institutions  and  to  exercise  unwarranted  influence  on  teachers. 

Brickman  wondered  if  educators  who  had  been  advocating  closer  ties 
between  the  home  and  the  school  had  actually  helped  to  "set  up  an 
auxiliary  which  is  growing  so  fast  as  to  threaten  the  peace  of  mind 
and  freedom  of  action  of  the  profession."  He  concluded  by  expressing 
the  opinion  that  "parents  should  run  their  homes  without  uninvited 
direction  from  the  teachers  and  principals  should  operate  the  schools 
without  interference  by  the  parents." 


3°Ibid. .  p.  91. 

3^vV.W. Brickman,  an  editorial  in  School  and  Society.  84:  213- 
219,  December  22,  1956. 
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Role  of  the  principal,  Churchill  on  Edmonton  school  principal, 
indicated  that  tho  "friendly,  non-personal  atmosphere  of  the  Homo  and 
School  association"  leads  to  mutual  understanding  between  parents  and 
teachers,  and  as  they  learn  something  of  each  other's  efforts  and 
problems  centring  in  the  child,  "teamwork  in  his  behalf  becomes 
coordinated  and  intelligent,"  Furthermore,  he  stated  that  a  cumulative 
attitude  is  built  up  in  the  community  of  "sympathetic  under standing  and 
loyal  support  so  that  teachers  and  principals  increasingly  find  themselves 
working  in  on  atmosphere  of  cooperation  end  goodv/ill0" 

In  achieving  this  kind  of  atmosphere,  according  to  Churchill,  the 
principal  has  a  crucial  role  to  play.  This  role  requires  that  the 
principal  should  be  a  member  of  the  Association's  executive  committee, 
and  that  he  should  attend  its  meetings  regularly  so  that  he  can  provide 
accurate  responses  to  questions  arising,  thus  bringing  issues  into  their 
proper  focus  and  so  preventing  misunderstandings. 

Churchill  stated  also  that  the  principal  can  explain  to  the 
teachers  ways  in  which  the  Association  may  contribute  to  the  general 
welfare  of  the  school,  and  can  stress  the  importance  of  attendance  by 
teachers  at  the  general  meetings.  He  can  help  also,  in  Churchill's 
view,  by  pointing  out  to  the  Association  certain  practices  which  should 
be  avoided.  The  practices  he  referred  to  were: 


Churchill,  "The  Principal  and  the  Home  and  School 
Association,  "The  ATA  Magazine,  40:  11-12,  June,  I960. 
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1.  Discussions,  at  meetings,  between  parents  and  teachers  con¬ 
cerning  individual  children's  problems  which  would  be  better 
discussed  in  private  conferences. 

2.  The  airing  at  meetings  of  complaints  concerningthe  school's 
work. 

3.  Ovoremphasis  on  fund-raising  activities. 

Host  of  the  findings  and  statements  reported  above  are  related 
to  Parent-Teacher  Association  activities  in  the  United  States  rather 
than  to  Canadian  or  local  Horae  and  School  activities.  However,  it  is 
not  intended  to  draw  conclusions  from  them  concerning  Edmonton's 
Associations.  They  are  included  partly  because  of  their  value  in 
suggesting  the  directions  the  investigator  followed  in  this  study 
and  also  to  provide  a  basis  for  comparison  with  the  local  situation® 
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CHAPTER  IV 


COLLECTION  OF  THE  DATA 

To  obtain  the  data  required  for  this  investigation,  questionnaires 
were  mailed  to  the  secretaries  of  all  the  Associations  comprising  the 
Edmonton  Council. 

Justification  of  the  use  of  the  questionnaire  method.  While  the 
questionnaire  method  of  obtaining  data  has  a  serious  defect  in  that 
questions  submitted  in  this  way  may  be  misinterpreted  without  the 
researcher  having  an  opportunity  to  clarify  them,  nevertheless  this  method 
was  employed  because  it  seemed  to  offer  a  relatively  convenient  way  of 
obtaining  the  data  required,  and  it  seemed  that  it  would  yield  sufficiently 
reliable  data  to  serve  the  purposes  of  this  study.  Moreover,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  phrase  the  questions  clearly  enough  to  minimize  the  possible 
misunderstandings.  Furthermore,  in  order  to  have  the  questions  answered 
by  persons  most  familiar  with  the  activities  of  the  Associations,  and, 
consequently  most  likely  to  provide  reliable  data,  the  instructions  with 
the  questionnaires  indicated  that,  wherever  possible,  the  respondents 
should  have  been  presidents  or  secretaries  of  the  Associations  during 
the  year  with  which  the  study  was  concerned. 

Joint  •preparation  of  the  questionnaire  with  fright .  The  question¬ 
naire  was  prepared  in  cooperation  with  Mr.  John  Wright ,  who  was  planning  to 
carry  out  research  on  the  activities  of  rural  Home  and  School  Associations 
in  Alberta.  It  seemed  that  if  the  same  questionnaire  w/ere  employed  for 
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the  two  studios,  possible  future  comparisons  betwoon  Associations  in 
rural  ureas  and  in  the  Edmonton  area  would  bo  facilitated.  A  furthor 
advantage  appeared  to  be  that  a  better  questionnaire  would  result 
from  pooling  the  thinking  of  the  two  researchers  than  would  have  been 
produced  by  either  one  of  them  working  alone. 

Criteria  of  the  suitability  of  questions.  The  questions 
included  in  the  questionnaire  were  decided  upon  mainly  by  their 
relevance  to  the  items  on  a  list  of  criteria^"  prepared  by  this  invest¬ 
igator  as  a  basis  for  evaluation  of  the  activities  of  the  Associationso 
The  items  on  this  list  express  ideal  functions  and  standards  for 
Associations,  based  mainly  upon  the  research  findings  and  opinions 
expressed  in  the  literature  related  to  parent-teacher  activities  dis¬ 
cussed  in  Chapter  III  of  this  thesis.  Some  ox  the  criteria  were 
derived  from  the  statement  of  objectives  in  the  Canadian  Federation' s 
Handbook,  and  from  other  sections  of  the  same  publication.  The  remain¬ 
ing  criteria  listed  were  based  on  characteristics  considered  by  the 
investigators  to  be  desirable  if  the  Associations  were  to  contribute 
significantly  to  the  achievement  of  educational  objectives. 

Other  criteria  of  the  suitability  of  questions  for  inclusion 
in  the  questionnaire  were  (1)  the  relative  probability  of  accurate 
information  being  available,  (2)  the  probability  of  the  questions 


‘'’The  list  of  criteria  is  presented  in  Appendix 
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being  understood,  and  (3)  tho  rolativo  significance  of  the  questions 
in  the  opinion  of  the  investigators. 

Source  of  tho  checklists  in  Question  XI.  The  checklists  of 
activities  and  topics  included  in  Question  XI  wore  composed  chiefly 
from  an  analysis  of  all  of  the  activities  and  topics  indicated  in 
the  weekly  Home  and  School  announcements  in  the  Edmonton  J ournal 
from  September,  1959  to  June,  1961. 

Revision  of  the  questionnaire.  When  construction  of  the 
questionnaire  in  its  original  form  was  completed,  copies  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  study  and  comment  to  the  Alberta  Federation' s  Evaluation 
Committee  and  to  Dr.  R.L. James,  head  of  the  Department  of  Sociology 

at  the  University  of  Alberta,  who  was  serving  as  a  consultant  to 
2 

the  Committee  .  In  addition,  copies  were  submitted  to  the  secretaries 
of  three  local  Associations  to  be  completed  and  commented  upon,  and 
personal  interviews  were  held  with  these  secretaries  to  discuss  the 
questionnaires.  Suggestions  for  improvement  of  t?ae  questionnaire  were 
obtained  from  all  of  these  persons  referred  to  above,  and  from  Dr.H.T. 
Sparby  of  the  University  of  Alberta,  and  revisions  in  the  questionnaire 
were  made  accordingly. 

When  revision  of  the  questionnaire  was  completed,  copies  were 
mailed  using  a  mailing  list  obtained  from  the  Edmonton  Council,  to  all 


2 

The  researchers,  Wright  and  McKendry,  met  with  the  Committee  to 
discuss  the  proposed  study  and  to  request  its  approval.  The  Committee's 
approval  was  granted. 
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of  the  Associations  of  which  the  Council  was  comprised.  Enclosed  with 
each  questionnaire  was  a  letter  explaining  the  purpose  of  the  study 
and  requesting  that  the  questionnaires  be  completed  and  returned  as 
soon  as  possible.  To  facilitate  the  return  of  the  questionnaires  a 
stamped  addressed  envelope  was  enclosed  with  each  copy.  A  copy  of 
the  accompanying  letter  is  shown  in  Appendix  C. 

The  copulation  selected  for  study*  While  it  would  have  been 
desirable  to  carry  out  a  study  of  Home  and  School  activities  on  a 
larger  scale  geographically,  it  was  decided  to  limit  this  study  to  a 
population  small  enough  to  be  adequately  dealt  with  within  the  limits 
of  available  funds  and  time.  The  population  finally  selected  for  study 
consisted  of  the  ninety-four  Associations  comprising  the  Edmonton  Council 
in  the  year  from  September,  1960  to  June,  1961.  Included  in  this  number 
were  all  of  the  Associations  within  the  City  of  Edmonton  and  Beverly  plus 
five  Associations  meeting  in  locations  within  a  few  miles  ox  the  city 
limits,  four  from  South  Edmonton  and  one  from  Namao. 

The  Edmonton  Council  Associations  were  selected  for  several 
reasons.  One  reason  was  that  they  represented  the  geographical  area 
of  Home  and  School  operations  about  which  the  researcher,  as  a  teacher 
in  Edmonton,  was  mostly  concerned.  They  we're  selected  also  in  order  to 
obtain  a  basis  from  which  the  characteristics  of  Associations  in  a  city 
area  might  be  compared  with  those  of  rural  Associations.  It  appeared 
that  this  might  be  possible  at  some  time  in  the  future  because  Mr.  V/right 
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was  thon  planning  to  engage  in  his  study  of  rural  Home  and  School  Assoc 
iations. 


The  sampling  procedure.  In  order  to  reduce  the  time  and  labour 
involved  in  carrying  out  the  research  procedures,  it  was  decided  to 
drew  from  the  population  a  random  sample  consisting  of  approximately, 
but  not  less  than,  half  of  the  Associations,  on  the  assumption  that  a 
random  sample  of  this  size  would  probably  contain  an  ade equate 
representation  of  each  of  the  types  of  Associations  included  in  the 
population. 

The  Associations  included  in  the  sample  were  those  which  returned 
completed  questionnaires.  Of  the  questionnaires  mailed  to  all  the 
Associations  during  the  second  week  of  February,  1962,  forty-five  were 
returned  completed  before  the  end  of  April.  A  further  nine  completed 
questionnaires  were  obtained  up  to  the  middle  of  June  in  response  to  a 
follow-up  letter1'  mailed  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April.  Thus,  the  total 
of  questionnaires  completed  and  returned  was  brought  up  to  fifty-four,  or 
57  per  cent  of  the  questionnaires  sent  out.  The  sample,  then,  consisted 
of  the  fifty-four  Associations  from  which  the  completed  questionnaires 
were  obtained. 

Extent  of  accuracy  of  the  data.  Some  of  the  data  received  such 


^Copies  of  the  original  accompanying  letter  and  of  the  follow-up 
letter  are  shown  in  Appendices  C  and  D. 
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as,  for  example,  the  figures  on  attendance,  were  not  obtained  from 
carefully -kept  records,  since  records  were  not  kept  by  all  of  the 
Associations  on  all  aspects  of  their  activities,  but  were  obtained 
from  estimates  made  by  the  respondents  approximately  one  year  after 
the  activities  involved  took  place.  Consequently,  some  inaccuracies 
may  have  been  included  due  to  the  lapse  of  time  and  to  human  errors  in 
estimating  and  in  memorizing.  However,  the  fact  that  the  respondents, 
with  only  one  exception,  were  executives  during  1960-61,  and  as  such 
would  be  closely  involved  in  the  activities, suggests  that  the  inaccur¬ 
acies  would  not  be  sufficiently  extensive  to  invalidate  the  use  of 
the  findings  as  indicators  of  general  characteristics  of  the  Associations. 

Basic  assumptions.  It  was  assumed  that  the  information  obtained 
from  the  questionnaires  was  sufficiently  accurate  to  permit  the  forming 
of  valid  conclusions  from  them.  Furthermore,  it  was  assumed  that  the 
Associations  providing  the  information  together  represented  a  true  cross- 
section  of  the  Associations  included  in  the  Edmonton  Council. 
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CHAPTER  V 


FINDINGS  FRO!  T1IE  QUESTIONNAIRE 

The  data  obtained  from  the  questionnaire  survey  aro  prosontod  and 
analyzed  in  Chapters  V,  VI,  VII,  and  VIII.  The  present  chapter  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  findings  pertaining;  to  (1)  characteristics  of  the  sample, 

(2)  Association  meeting,  membership,  and  attendance  figures,  (3)  publicity 
activities,  (4)  study  groups,  and  (5)  activities  tending  to  facilitate 
acquaintanceship. 


THE  SAMPLE 

As  was  indicated  in  Chapter  IV,  the  sample  consisted  of  fifty- 
four  of  the  ninety-four  Associations  which  together  formed  the  Edmonton 
Council  in  the  year  from  September,  1960,  to  June,  1961.  This  amounted 
to  a  57  per  cent  sample  of  the  total  papulation  of  Home  and  School 
Associations. 

Geographical  limits.  Two  of  the  Associations  whose  representatives 
responded  to  the  questionnaire  v/ere  located  in  South  Edmonton,  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  City  of  Edmonton.  All  of  the  others  were  located  within 
the  boundsnies  of  the  City  of  Edmonton,  including  Beverly  and  excluding 
Jasper  Place. 

Number  of  Associations.  Of  a  total  of  142  schools  in  the  geo¬ 
graphical  area  from  which  the  sample  was  obtained,  ninety-four  had 
Home  and  School  Associations  operating  in  affiliation  with  them  during 
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the  year  from  1960  to  1961.  Of  tho  forty-eight  Separate  schools  included 
in  the  population,  ten,  or  20  per  cent,  had  Associations.  Eighty-four  of 
the  ninety -four  Public  schools,  or  89  per  cont,  had. .Associations. 

Typos  of  schools.  In  order  to  indicate  the  sizes  of  the  schools 
with  which  the  Associations  included  in  the  sample  were  affiliated, 
the  numbers  of  teachers  employed  in  them  are  shown  in  Table  I.  The 
range  in  numbers  of  teachers  employed  was  found  to  be  from  four  to 
forty' -three,  while  the  average  number  was  16.3. 

Seven  of  the  ten  Separate  school  Associations  and  forty-seven 
of  the  eighty-four  Public  school  Associations  returned  completed 
questionnaires. 

Of  the  Associations  included  in  the  sample,  twenty-five  were 
affiliated  with  schools  having  both  elementary  and  junior  high  divisions, 
twenty- six  were  affiliated  with. schools  having  only  elementary  divisions, 
two  with  junior  high  schools,  and  one  with  a  school  including  junior 
high  and  senior  high  divisions.  Of  the  six  schools  within  the  geo¬ 
graphical  area  of  the  study  having  only  senior  high  classes,  only  one  of 
these  had  a  Home  and  School  Association  affiliated  with  it.  This  Assoc¬ 
iation  did  not  return  the  questionnaire  forwarded  to  its  mailing  address 
and  so  it  was  not  included  in  the  study.. 

Respondents  to  the  q ue s t i onnair e 3 .  Table  II  shows  the  positions 
held  from  I960  to  1961  by  the  twenty-nine  individual  respondents  to  the 
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TABLE  I 

NUMBERS  OF  TEACHERS  EMPLOYED  IN  EDMONTON  SCHOOLS 
HAVING  HOME  AND  SCHOOL  ASSOCIATIONS 


No.  of  Teachers 


No.  of  Associations 


Per  Cent 


Not  indicated  5  9.3 

4-6  7  13.0 

7-9  5  9.3 

10-12  3  14.8 

13-15  5  9.3 

16-18  8  14.8 

19-21  4  7.4 

22-24  3  5.6 

25-27  3  5.6 

28-30  3  5.6 

31-33 

34-36  2  3.7 

37-39 

40-42 

43  1  1.9 


Total  54 
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TABLE  II 

POSITIONS  HELD  IN  THE  YEAR  FROM  1960-1961 
BY  INDIVIDUAL  RESPONDENTS 
TO  THE  QUESTIONNAIRES 


Respondent's  Position  No.  of  Questionnaires  Per  Cent 


Not  indicated 

3 

5.6 

Not  a  participant 

1 

1.9 

President 

8 

14.8 

Vice-President 

4 

7o4 

Secretary 

8 

14.8 

Recording  Secretary 

3 

5.6 

Corresponding  Secretary 

1 

1.9 

Recording  Secretary  and  Council  Representative 

1 

1.9 

Council  Representative 

1 

1.9 

Publicity  Director 

1 

1.9 

Me Mb er-At-Large 

1 

1.9 

Total 


29 
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questionnaires.  Table  III  shows  tlio  numbers  of  persons  involved  in  the 
twenty-two  instances  in  which  the  questionnaires  were  completod  by 
groups  rather  than  individuals. 

The  data  presented  in  Table  II  indicate  that  twenty-eight  of  the 
respondents,  or  fifty-two  per  cent,  held  positions  in  the  Associations 
which  would  probably  have  enabled  them  to  provide,  with  a  satisfactory 
degree  of  reliability,  the  information  needed  for  this  investigation. 
Only  one  questionnaire  was  completed  by  a  person  who  had  no  connection 
with  his  Association  during  the  year  with  which  the  investigation  was 
concerned.  Three  questionnaires  were  completed  by  persons  who  did  not 
indicate  their  positions  in  the  Associations  or  if  the  questionnaires 
were  completed  by  groups  rather  than  by  individuals. 

Table  III  shows  that  twenty-one  of  the  questionnaires,  or 
thirty-nine  per  cent,  were  completed  by  groups  composed  of  from  two 
to  ten  persons  and  that  one  questionnaire  was  completed  by  a  group 
having  an  unspecified  number  of  members.  Of  these  groups,  statements 
on  the  questionnaires  shov/ed  that  ten  were  composed  of  executives. 
Furthermore,  since  the  instructions  with  the  questionnaires  included 
a  request  that  they  should  be  completed  by  executive  members,  it  may 
be  assumed  that  most  of  the  other  responding  groups  we re  also  com¬ 
posed  of  executives. 

MEETINGS,  MEMBERSHIP  AND  ATTENDANCE 


General  meetings.  The  Canadian  Federation  recommends  that  the 
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TABLE  III 

NUMBERS  OF  PERSONS  INVOLVED  IN  GROUPS 
COMPLETING  QUESTIONNAIRES 


No.  of  Persons  in  Group  No.  of  Questionnaires  Per  Cent 


Not  indicated 
Unspecified  number 
Two 
Three 
Four 
Five 
Six 
Seven 
Eight 
Nine 
Ten 


3 

1 

8 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 


5.6 

1.9 

14.8 

3o7 

5.6 
1.9 

3.7 
3.7 
1.9 
1.9 
1.9 


Total 


22 
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minimum  number  of  general  meetings  held  by  an  Association  during  one 
year  should  bo  eight.  Table  IV,  in  presenting  data  on  the  numbers  of 
meetings  hold,  shows  the  extent  to  which  the  local  Associations  con¬ 
formed  to  this  requirement.  The  numbers  of  general  meetings  held  during 
the  year  ranged  from  four  meetings  held  by  two  Associations  to  nine 
meetings  held  by  four  Associations.  The  average  number  of  general  meet¬ 
ings  held  by  the  groups  reporting  was  6.85.  Thirty-two  Associations, 
or  fifty-nine  per  cent,  reported  that  they  held  less  than  eight  meetings. 

Length  of  general  meetings.  The  general  meetings  were  found  to 
range  in  their  average  length  from  half- an-ho ur ,  reported  by  one 
Association,  to  two-and-a-half  hours,  reported  by  three  Associations. 
Thirty-one  Associations  indicated  that  their  meetings  averaged  two  hours 
in  length.  The  average  length  of  the  meetings  was  found  to  be  one  hour 
and  fifty-two  minutes.  Data  on  the  lengths  of  the  general  meetings  are 
presented  in  Table  V. 

Dumber  of  executive  meetings.  The  numbers  of  executive  meetings 
held  ranged  from  two  meetings,  reported  by  one  Association,  to  nine, 
reported  by  six  Associations.  The  average  number  of  executive  meetings 
held  was  6.91.  Thirty  Associations,  or  fifty-six  per  cent,  reported 
that  less  than  sight  meetings  were  held. 

Data  on  member shies.  Table  VI  shows  the  data  obtained  concerning 
the  Associations'  membership  figures  for  men,  women,  and  teachers. 

The  membership  figures  shown  in  Table  VI  were  obtained  from 
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TABLE  LV 


NUMBERS  OF  GENERAL  MEETINGS 


AND  EXECUTIVE  MEETINGS  HELD 


No.  of  Heatings 

General  Meetings: 

No.  of  Associations 

Executive  Meetings 
No.  of  Association; 

9 

4 

6 

8 

18 

13 

7 

12 

14 

6 

8 

7 

5 

10 

3 

4 

2 

3 

3 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

Total 


54 


54 


. 

0(  ■  U*  • 


r. 
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TABLE  V 


LENGTH 

OF  GENERAL. 

MEETINGS 

Length  of  Meetings  in  Hours 

No. 

of  Associations 

Per  Cent 

Not  indicated 

1 

1.9 

£ 

1 

1.9 

If 

2 

3.7 

i£ 

12 

22.2 

If 

2 

3.7 

2 

31 

57.4 

2i 

2 

3.7 

2£ 

3 

5.6 

Total 

54 
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TABLE  VI 

NUMBERS  OF  MEN,  WOMEN,  AND  TEACHER  MEMBERS 


Men 

Women 

Teachers 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

O 

• 

o 

23 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Members 

Associations 

Members 

Associations 

Members 

Associations 

Not  given 

16 

Not  given 

16 

Not  given 

16 

1-10 

7 

1-10 

0 

5 

11-20 

12 

11-20 

4 

1-2 

4 

21-30 

10 

21-30 

3 

3-4 

7 

31-40 

3 

31-40 

8 

5-6 

6 

41-50 

1 

41-50 

6 

7-8 

4 

51-60 

2 

51-60 

8 

9-10 

7 

61-70 

61-70 

2 

11-12 

1 

71-80 

1 

71-80 

2 

13-14 

1 

81-90 

81-90 

15-16 

3 

91-100 

91-100 

2 

101-110 

101-110 

1 

111-120 

111-120 

121-130 

121-130 

131-140 

131-140 

141-150 

2 

141-150 

2 

Total 

54 

54 

54 
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thirty -eight  Associations.  Seven  of  tho  Associations  provided  no  infor¬ 
mation  at  all  concerning  the  number  of  members  enrolled  by  them  during 
the  year  with  which  this  study  is  concerned.  Of  the  remaining  forty- 
seven,  three  indicated  only  their  total  membership  figures,  without 
showing  the  respective  numbers  of  men,  women,  and  teachers.  Seven  pro¬ 
vided  data  only  on  the  numbers  of  men  and  of  women,  while  four  stated 
only  the  numbers  of  teacher-members,  without  indicating  the  numbers  of 
men  and  of  women.  Four  Associations  responded  only  in  terms  of  family 
memberships.  In  these  cases,  the  number  of  family  memberships  given 
was  multiplied  by  two  in  order  to  obtain  the  approximate  number  of 
individual  members. 

Potential  memberships.  In  order  to  provide  a  basis  for  deter¬ 
mining  approximately  the  extensiveness  of  the  memberships  of  the 
local  Associations,  an  estimate  was  made  of  the  average  number  of 
potential  members.  In  making  this  estimate  statistics  were  used  from 
the  1956  Census  of  Canada.  These  statistics  indicated  that  the 
ratio  between  the  number  of  parents  in  Edmonton  having  children  up 
to  twenty-four  years,  and  their  children,  was  four  to  three'1'.  Moreover, 
data  provided  by  the  Edmonton  Public  School  Board  was  used,  indicating 

that  there  were  an  average  of  twenty-five  pupils  for  each  teacher 

2 

employed  in  the  Public  schools  during  the  1962-63  school  year  J.  Based 


"'"Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Census  of  Canada,  1956.  Population. 
Vol,  I  (Ottawa:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  1958),  Bulletin  1-16, 

Table  46-1. 


Jews  item  in  the  Edmonton  Journal,  February  23,  1963 
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on  the  assumption  that  those  figures  may  bo  applied  with  a  satisfactory 
degree  of  validity  to  the  populations  of  parents,  children,  and  teachers 
involved  in  this  investigation,  they  (four- thirds  and  twenty-f ive )  were 
multiplied  together.  It  was  found  from  this  that  there  were  an  average 
of  36.3  parents  for  each  teacher  or,  based  on  the  average  figure  of  16.3 
teachers  per  school,  an  average  of  543.3  parents  for  each  school.  It 
was  assumed  that  equal  numbers  of  fathers  and  mothers,  272  of  each,  were 
represented  in  this  number.  When  the  average  number  of  teachers  was  added, 
the  total  potential  average  membership  was  found  to  be  approximately  560 • 

Total  memberships.  The  range  in  the  actual  total  memberships, 
including  women,  men,  and  teachers,  was  found  to  be  from  twenty-seven 
to  three  hundred,  while  the  average  total  membership  was  approximately 
ninety-one.  This  figure  accounts  for  only  16  per  cent  of  the 
estimated  potential  membership  of  560  persons. 

Fon-teacher  memberships*  Female  memberships  ranged  from  fifteen 
to  150  and  averaged  fifty-five  per  Association.  Since  the  average 
number  of  mothers  for  each  school  was  estimated  to  be  272,  the  pro- 
poi'tion  enrolled  as  members  of  the  Associations  appears  to  have  been 
approximately  20  per  cant. 

Kale  memberships  ranged  from  four  to  150  and  averaged  thirty  for 
each  Association.  Using  the  estimated  average  figure  of  272  fathers 
for  each  Association  as  a  basis  for  calculation,  then,  11  per  cent 
of  the  fathers  of  public  school  children  were  members. 
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In  all,  then,  the  average  number  of  non-teacher  members  of  the 
Associations  was  about  eighty-fivo  or  14  per  cent  of  the  potential  non- 
toachor  membership. 

Teacher  memberships.  The  number  of  teachers  registered  as 
members  ranged  from  none  to  sixteen,  while  the  average  membership  of 
teachers  was  approximately  six.  Since  the  average  number  of  teachers 
employed  in  each  school  was  16.3,  the  average  percentage  of  teachers 
enrolled  in  the  Associations  was  approximately  37. 

Study  of  the  findings  in  this  section  reveals  that  the  per¬ 
centage  of  teachers  who  Y/ere  members  of  the  Associations  was  more  than 
twice  as  great  as  the  percentage  of  parents.  In  addition,  the  percent¬ 
age  of  women  enrolled  as  members  was  almost  twice  as  great  as  the  per¬ 
centage  of  men. 

Attendance  at  general  meetings.  Table  VII  shows  the  average 
numbers  of  men,  women,  and  teachers  in  attendance  at  general  meetings 
within  the  geographical  area  of  this  study. 

The  range  in  total  attendance  figures,  including  men,  women, 
and  teachers,  was  found  to  be  from  eighteen  to  160.  The  average  total 
attendance  was  about  sixty- four.  This  figure  represented  an  approximate 
average  percentage  of  11  of  the  potential  members. 

K on-teacher  attendance.  For  female  attendance  the  range  and 
average  respectively  were  twelve  to  ninety  and  thirty -nine,  or  14  per 
cent  of  the  potential  female  attendance  or  membership. 

The  attendance  of  men  at  Home  and  School  meetings  ranged  from 
two  to  sixty,  while  the  average  attendance  was  nineteen,  or  about 
7  per  cent  of  the  number  of  men  who  might  bo  expected  to  attend 
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TABLE  VII 

NUMBERS  OF  WOMEN,  MEN,  AND  TEACHERS 


IN  ATTENDANCE  AT  GENERAL  MEETINGS 


Men 

Women 

Teachers 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No .  of 

Attendance 

Associations 

Attendance 

Associations 

Attendance 

Associati  on; 

Not  given 

9 

Not  given 

8 

Not  given 

6 

1-10 

24 

1-10 

1-2 

5 

11-20 

10 

11-20 

8 

3-4 

6 

21-30 

3 

21-30 

13 

5-6 

10 

31-40 

3 

31-40 

9 

7-8 

4 

41-50 

2 

41-50 

6 

9-10 

9 

51-60 

2 

51-60 

4 

11-12 

2 

61-70 

1 

61-70 

1 

13-14 

1 

71-80 

71-80 

3 

15-16 

1 

81-90 

81-90 

2 

17-18 

1 

Total 

54 

54 

54 
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because  of  the  attendance  of  their  children  at  public  schools. 

Tlio  average  number  of  parents  in  attendance  at  the  general 
meetings  of  the  As.  ocia-tions  was  approximately  fifty-3ovon,  or  10 
per  cent  of  the  potential  parent  attenders.  Of  those,  the  percent¬ 
age  of  women  in  attendance  was  twice  as  great  as  the  percentage  of 
men. 


Teacher  attendance.  The  range  and  average  respectively  for 
teacher  attendance  were  found  to  be  from  two  to  seventeen  and  seven, 
or  42  per  cent  of  the  potential  teacher-attenders.  On  a  per¬ 
centage  basis,  then,  the  attendance  of  teachers  at  the  general 
meetings  was  more  than  four  times  as  great  as  that  of  the  parents. 

A  summary  of  the  average  membership  and  attendance  figures 
is  presented  in  Table  VTII. 

Attendance  of  principals.  All  of  the  Associations  contained 
in  the  sample  indicated  that  the  principals  of  the  schools  to  which 
they  were  attached  attended  more  than  half  of  their  general  meetings. 

Repr e sentation  of  teachers  on  executive  committees.  Table  IX 
shows  the  numbers  of  teachers  and  non-teachers  who  participated  in 
committees  of  the  Associations. 

Forty -three  Associations  reported  that  the  teaching  staffs  of 
their  schools  were  represented  on  their  executive  committees.  One 
Association  had  four  teachers  on  its  executive  committee,  four 
executives  included  three  teacher  members,  fifteen  included  two 
teachers,  twrenty-two  included  one,  while  at  one  Association  the 
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TABLE  VIII 

AVERAGE  MESJIBERSHIP  MD  ATTENDANCE  FIGURES 
FOR  LIEN,  WOMEN,  AND  TEACHERS 


Average  Membership 

Average 

Attendance 

Numbor 

Per  Cent* 

Number 

Per  Cent 

Men 

30.1 

11.0 

18.3 

6.9 

Women 

55.0 

20.0 

38.5 

14.1 

Teachers 

6.1 

37.4 

6.8 

41.7 

All 

Participants 

91.2 

16.0 

64.1 

11.4 

*The  percentage  figures  are  percentages  of  potential  participants 
for  each  group.  The  average  numbers  of  potential  participants  were 
estimated  to  be  272  men,  272  women,  and  16.3  teachers,  giving  a  total 
of  560  potential  participants* 
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TABLE  IX 

NUMBERS  OF  TEACHERS  AND  KON-TEACIIERS  ON  COMMITTEES 


Executive 

Committees 

Other  Committees 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No .  of 

Participants 

Associations: 

Associations: 

Associations: 

Associations 

Teachers 

Non-rTeachers 

Teachers 

N on-Teacher  s 

Not  given 

2 

2 

25 

31 

0 

9 

0 

20 

7 

1-5 

43 

1 

0 

9 

6-10 

31 

3 

11-15 

13 

2 

16-20 

3 

21-25 

4 

1 

26-30 

31-35 

36-40 

Totals 

54 

54 

54 

54 
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teachors  took  turns  at  attending-  executive  meetings.  The  average  number 
of  teachers,  then,  participating  in  the  work  of  the  executive  committees, 
was  1.3,  or  approximately  22  per  cent  of  the  teachers  who  were  members 
of  the  Associations.  This  average  figure  of  1.3  teachers,  it  should  be 
noted,  includes  the  eleven  Associations  which  had  no  teachers  on  their 
executive  committees. 

Representation  of  principals.  Fifty  Associations  indicated  that 
their  principals  attended  more  than  half  of  their  executive  meetings, 
while  three  reported  that  their  principals  attended  less  than  half. 

One  Association  failed  to  respond  to  the  question  concerning  the  attend¬ 
ance  of  principals  at  executive  meetings. 

Representation  of  non-teacher s .  The  range  in  non-teacher 
membership  on  the  executive  committees  was  found  to  be  from  four  to 
twenty-five,  while  the  average  number  of  non-teachers  was  eleven,  or 
13  per  cent  of  the  non-teacher  membership  of  eighty-five. 

From  the  viewpoint  of  percentages  of  teachers  and  non-teachers 
participating,  then,  the  participation  of  teachers  in  the  executive 
committees  was  almost  twice  as  great  as  that  of  non-teachers. 

Other  Committees.  Sixteen  Associations  indicated  that  they  had 
committees  in  existence  other  then  the  executive  committees  and  study 
groups. 

Nine  Associations  had  a  total  of  twelve  teachers  involved  as 
members  of  these  committees.  One  Association  had  three  teachers  on 
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one  of  these  committees,  one  had  two,  and  seven  had  one.  The  remaining 
seven  Associations  had  no  teacher  representation.  The  average  number 
of  teacher  representatives,  based  on  all  fifty-four  of  the  Associations, 
was  .22. 

A  total  of  149  non-teachers  were  members  of  these  committees. 

This  amounts  to  an  average  representation  of  2.8  non-teachers.  The 
range  in  the  numbers  of  non-teacher  members  was  from  two  to  thirty-seven. 

The  percentage  of  teachers  represented  on  committees  other  than 
executives  and  study  groups  was  found  to  be  3.6,  compared  to  a  repre¬ 
sentation  of  3.3  per  cent  of  non-teachers. 

PUBLICITY 

The  questions  on  publicity  included  in  the  questionnaire  were 
concerned  with  determining  (1)  what  the  local  Associations  did  in 
attempting  to  influence  people  to  attend  their  meetings,  (2)  the 
extensiveness  of  each  type  of  publicity  used,  and  (3)  the  average 
attendance  figures  obtained  by  Associations  using  each  of  the  types 
or  publicity  indicated. 

Table  X  shows  the  extent  to  which  each  of  the  types  of 
publicity  was  employed. 

In  Table  XI  the  publicity  methodsused  are  shown  in  relation 
to  the  average  numbers  of  non-teachers  attending  general  meetings  for 
each  teacher  employed  in  the  affiliated  schools.  The  items  are  placed 
in  rank  order  in  accordance  with  the  averages  obtained  for  attendance 


per  teacher. 
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TABLE  X 

NUMBERS  AND  PERCENTAGES  OF  ASSOCIATIONS 
USING  TIIE  VARIOUS  TYPES  OF  PUBLICITY 

type  ol  Publicity  No.  of  Associations  Per  Cent 


1.  Anno un c o me nt s  sent  hone 

with  children  53  98.1 

2.  Announcements  in  the 

Edmonton  Journal  48  88.9 

3.  Radio  and  television 

announcements  21  38.9 

4.  Telephone  calls  to  parents  18  33.4 

5.  Announcements  made  in  local 

churches  4  7.4 

6.  Notices  placed  on  bulletin 

boards  in  stores  1  1.9 

6.  Announcements  made  in  the 

school  1  1.9 

6.  Announcements  at  community 

league  meetings  1  1.9 

6.  Announcements  mailed  to 

parents  1  1*9 


'  -'•Id.. I ' 


. 


■ 

'  L  'X  ,:L. 

. 


, 

o  c  '  ■  . 

U  o 


. 


ui  o<: 


, 


eiv.,.  ■  0":r,  ;; 

: 


.3 


>■ 


! 


62 


TABLE  XI 

AVERAGE  NON-TEACHER  ATTENDANCE  FIGURES  FOR  ASSOCIATIONS 
USING  THE  VARIOUS  TYPES  OF  PUBLICITY 


No.  of  Average  Attendance 

type  of  Publicity  Associations  at 

Using  General  Meetings 

Average  Attendance 
per 

Teacher  Employed 

1. 

Notices  placed  on 

bulletin  boards  in 

stores 

1 

66.0 

5.5 

2. 

Announcements  made 

in  the  school 

1 

140.0 

4.1 

3. 

Telephone  calls  to 

parents 

18 

53.2 

3.9 

4. 

Announcements  made 

in  local  churches 

4 

42.3 

3.8 

5. 

Announcements  sent 

home  with  children 

53 

65.3 

3.5 

5. 

Radio  and  television 

announc  ement  s 

21 

50.4 

3.5 

6. 

Announcements  at 

community  league 

meetings 

1 

61.0 

3.4 

7. 

Announcements  in  the 

Edmonton  Journal 

48 

52.2 

3.3 

Announcements  mailed 

data 

to  parents 

1 

28.0 
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Average  attendance  figures  per  teacher  higher  than  the  overall 
average  of  3.5  were  obtained  by  Associations  employing  the  following 
methods : 

1.  Placing  notices  on  store  bulletin  boards. 

2.  Having  announcements  made,  in  the  school. 

3.  Making  telephone  calls  to  parents. 

4.  Having  announcements  made  in  local  churches. 

It  should  be  noted,  as  shown  in  Table  X,  that  the  methods 
numbered  1  and  2  above  we re  each  used  by  only  one  Association.  How¬ 
ever,  telephone  calls  were  made  to  parents  by  eighteen  Associations, 
and  announcements  were  made  in  local  churches  by  four. 

Two  methods  were  used  by  Associations  having  an  average  attend¬ 
ance  per  teacher  equal  to  the  overall  average  of  3.5.  These  were  (1) 
the  sending  of  announcements  home  with  children  and  ( 2)  having  announce1 
ments  broadcast  by  radio  and  television. 

Two  of  the  other  methods  listed  in  Table  XI  were  used  by  Assoc¬ 
iations  obtaining  average  attendance  figures  lower  than  the  overall 
average  of  3.5.  These  were  (1)  having  announcements  made  at  community 
league  meetings,  with  an  average  of  3.4,  and  (2)  having  announcements 
made  in  the  local  newspaper,  with  an  average  of  3.3. 
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The  Association  which  mailed  announcements  to  parents  failed  to 
provide  information  concerning  the  numbor  of  teachers  employed  in  the 
school  with  which  it  was  affiliated.  Consequently,  the  average  attend¬ 
ance  figuro  per  teacher  employed  could  not  be  calculated  and  this 
publicity  method  could  not  be  ranked.  It  may  be  noted,  however,  that 
the  average  attendance  of  non-teachers  was  much  lower  for  the  single 
Association  using  this  method  than  for  any  of  the  groups  of  Associations 
employing  other  methods. 


STUDY  GROUPS 

Extensiveness  of  study  group  activities.  Twenty  of  the  fifty-four 
Associations  indicated  that  they  had  study  groups  operating  during  the 
year  with  which  this  investigation  is  concerned.  The  range  in  the  total 
numbers  of  meetings  held  by  these  study  groups  was  from  one  to  ten, 
while  the  average  number  of  meetings  held  by  them  was  2.8.  Data  on  the 
numbers  of  meetings  held  are  shown  in  Table  XII. 

Table  XIII  shows  the  numbers  of  teachers  and  of  non-teachers  who 
participated  in  the  study  group  activities.  The  average  number  of 
participants  was  found  to  be  4.3,  or  5  per  cent  of  the  member ship. 

In  all,  only  eighty-six  persons  were  involved.  Of  these,  eight  persons, 
or  .  S  per  cent,  were  teachers.  Teacher  participation,  then,  was 
comparatively  high,  since  teachers  comprised  only  about  3  per  cent 
of  the  potential  Home  and  School  membership  figure.  Nevertheless, 
fifteen  study  groups  operated  without  any  participation  from  teachers. 
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TABLE  XII 


NUMBERS  OF  STUDY  GROUP,  MEETINGS  HELD 


No.  of  Meetings 

No.  of  Associations 

Not  given. 

2 

0 

34 

1-2 

12 

3-6 

5 

10 

1 

Total 


54 


66 


TABLE  XIII 

NUMBERS  OF  TEACHER  AND  NON -TEACHER  PARTICIPANTS 
IN  STUDY  GROUPS 


No.  of  Participants 

No.  of  Associations: 
Teachers 

Ho. of  Associations: 
Non-Teachers 

Not  given 

32 

31 

0 

17 

7 

1-5 

5 

3 

6-10 

3 

15 

1 

Totals 


54 


54 
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Tho  tonic.  studied.  'Bio,  nature  of  the  topics  studied,  tho  numbers 
of  Associations  studyin,  each  topic,  and  the  numbez*s  of  mootings  hold  on 
each,  are  shown  in  Table  XIV.  The  data  indicated  that  twelve  of  the 
twenty  Associations  and  thirty  of  a  total  of  forty-six  meetings  held, 
were  concenzed  with  tho  Report  of  the  Cameron  Royal  Commission  on 
Education.  It  should  b©  noted  that  this  general  topic  had  been  suggested 
by  the  Alberta  Federation  as  a  study  project  for  the  local  Associations 
for  the  year  1960-61. 

Relevance  of  the  tonics  to  public  education.  Moot  of  the  topics 
studied  by  the  study  groups  were  closely  related  to  the  educational 
objectives  stated  in  the  section  of  this  study  in  which  terms  are  defined. 
An  exception  may  be  "Pupil  Safety'*,  which  seems  to  be  somewhat  more 
remote  from  the  basic  purposes  of  the  public  schools  than  the  other 
topics. 

Reporting  of  finding.: s.  Sixteen  Associations  indicated  that  their 
study  group  findings  were  reported  to  their  general  meetings.  Eleven 
Associations  had  their  study  groups  report  both  to  general  meetings  and 
to  executive  meetings,  six  to  general  meetings  only,  and  three  to 
executive  meetings  only.  All  groups  reported  either  to  one  or  the  other 
of  their  general  and  executive  meetings.  Bius,  while  the  number  of 
participants  in  the  study  group  activities  was  small,  nevertheless  what¬ 
ever  benefits  may  have  been  derived  from  the  research  were  not  limited 
only  to  the  small  number  of  members  represented  in  the  groups. 
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TABLE  XIV 

TOPICS  STUDIED  BY  STUDY  GROUPS,  TIIE  NUMBERS 
OF  ASSOCIATIONS  STUDYING  THEM,  AND  THE 


NUMBERS  OF  MEETINGS  HELD  ON  EACH  TOPIC 


Topic 


No. of  Associations  No. of  Meetings 


1.  Caneron  Commission  Report  8 

2.  Kindergartens  and  School  Admission  Age  4 

3.  Cameron  Report :  Accreditation  3 

4.  Pupil  Safet5>-  2 

5.  Exceptional  Children  1 

6.  Caneron  Report:  Exceptional  Children  1 

7.  Resolutions  for  the  Annual  Convention  1 


25 

8 

3 

4 
3 
2 
1 


Totals 


20 


46 
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FACILITATING  ACQUAINTANCESHIP 

Interchange  of  educational  ideas  and  of  information  concerning 
individual  children  probably  increases  as  parents  and  teachers  become 
bettor  acquainted.  For  this  reason,  an  attempt  was  made  to  obtain 
data  concerning  the  extent  to  which  the  local  Associations  provided 
opportunities  for  parents  and  teachers  to  become  well-acquainted. 

Frequency  of  use  of  activities  facilitating:  acquaintanceship. 
Data  showing  the  relative  frequencies  of  the  types  of  activities 
engaged  in  by  the  Associations  are  presented  in  Table  XXVII  on  pages 
104-106.  The  activities  classified  as  tending  to  facilitate  acquaint¬ 
anceship  between  parents  and  teachers  were  found  to  have  the  second 
greatest  frequency.  There  were  four  hundred  activities  of  this  type 
out  of  a  total  of  1357  activities.  Hence,  approximately  29  per  cent 
of  all  the  activities  reported  were  of  the  type  tending  to  facilitate 
ac  quaint  an  ce  ship  • 

Liethods  used.  The  two  activities  classified  by  this  invest¬ 
igator  as  tending  to  facilitate  acquaintanceship  were:  (1)  the 
introduction  of  principals  and  teachers  at  meetings,  and  (2)  the 
serving  of  refreshments  at  meetings. 

Introduction  of  school  principals  and  staffs.  Fifty- two 
Associations  reported  that  they  introduced  their  principals  and 

teaching  staff  at  some  time  prior  to  their  third  general  meeting. 

Two  Associations  did  not  respond  to  the  question  on  this  topic. 
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Sorviiy;  of  refreshments.  Forty -nine  Associations  reported  having 
made  a  practice  of  serving  refreshments  at  the  conclusion  of  their 
general  meetings.  The  other  five  Associations  failed  to  respond  to 
this  question.  This  activity,  as  shown  in  Table  XXVII,  was  found  to  be 
employed  more  frequently  than  any  other  individual  activity.  Refresh¬ 
ments  were  served  at  meetings  a  total  of  335  times.  This  figure 
represented  25  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  times  (1357)  all  of  the 
activities  were  engaged  in, 

Meeting's  devoted  to  social  activities,  While  games  and  parties 
probably  help  parents  and  teachers  to  become  acquainted,  they  were  not 
classified  in  this  study  as  tending  to  facilitate  acquaintanceship 
because  they  appeared  to  be  employed  mainly  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
funds.  Nevertheless,  information  concerning  the  number  of  meeting 
nights  devoted  to  games  or  parties  should  be  of  value  in  attempting  to 
assess  the  significance  of  social  activities  in  the  local  Home  and 
School  programs.  For  this  reason,  the  following  data  are  presented. 

Twenty-one  Associations  reported  having  devoted  one  general 
meeting  to  social  activities  such  as  games  or  parties,  six  Assoc¬ 
iations  devoted  two  meetings,  and  one  devoted  three  meetings.  More  than 
half  of  the  Associations,  then,  devoted  some  general  meeting  time  to 
activities  such  as  games  or  parties.  In  the  majority  of  cases, 
however,  only  one  meeting  was  involved,  or  approximately  one-seventh  of 
the  time  usually  allocated  to  general  meetings. 
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CHAPTER  VI 


FINDINGS  IRON  THE  QUESTIONNAIRE  (continued) 

In  Chapter  VI  f indin. -a  are  presented  concerning  the  foliar/ ing 
aspects  of  local  Horae  and  School  activity:  (1)  f mid-raising,  (2)  par¬ 
ticipation  in  regional,  provincial,  and  national  Home  and  School 
activities,  (3)  action  taken  to  change  school  policies  and  practices, 
and  (4)  problems  encountered  by  the  Associations. 

FUND-RAISING 

A  commonly  held  point  of  view  among  educators  is  that,  in  order 
to  obtain  equality  of  educational  opportunity  in  a  public  education 
system,  all  funds  needed  to  provide  the  educational  offerings  desired 
in  the  system  should  be  provided  by  the  organization  legally  respons¬ 
ible  for  operation  of  the  schools.  Other  organizations,  according 
to  this  point  of  view,  should  not  be  permitted  to  support  individual 
schools  by  providing  additional  funds  or  equipment.  Some  educators 
make  an  exception  to  this  principle  by  suggesting  that  organizations 
may  be  justified  in  providing  funds  for  new  educational  aids  until 
the  administrative  organizations  or  school  boards  are  convinced  of 
their  educational  value.  The  Canadian  Federation  concurs  in  this 
viewpoint 


fflie  Canadian  Home  and  School  and  Parent  Teacher  Federation, 
The  Canadian  Home  and  School  and  Parent-Teacher  Federation  Handbook , 
(Toronto:  The  Canadian  Home  and  School  and  Parent-Teacher  Federation, 
1960),  p.  26. 
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The  data  presented  in  this  section  indicate  the  nature  and  scope 
of  the  monetary  activities  of  Edmonton's  Home  and  School  Associations. 

Advance  planning  of  budgets.  Because  the  Canadian  Federation 

2 

recommends  that  budgets  should  be  prepared  early  in  the  school  year 
and  because  advance  planning  of  a  financial  budget  is  widely  regarded 
as  being  an  important  prerequisite  for  efficient  handling  of  funds,  it 
wan  considered  desirable  to  determine  to  what  extent  fund-raising  and 
fund-spending  activities  were  planned  in  advance  by  the  local  Assoc¬ 
iations. 

Fifteen  Associations,  or  28  per  cent  of  the  sample,  responded 
affirmatively  to  the  question,  "Was  a  financial  budget  for  the  year's 
operations  prepared  prior  to  your  third  general  meeting?"  This  find¬ 
ing  indicates  that  the  majority  of  the  Associations  did  not  plan  their 
raising  and  handling  of  funds  on  a  long-term  or  yearly  basis. 

Numbers  of  fund-raising:  projects.  To  gain  insight  into  the 
significance  of  fund-raising  as  a  Home  and  School  activity,  questions 
were  asked  concerning  (1)  the  number  of  fund-raising  projects  conducted 
during  the  year  and  (2)  the  extent  to  which  these  projects  intruded  on 
time  normally  devoted  to  regular  general  meetings.  Data  on  the  numbers 
of  fund-raising  projects  conducted,  other  than  the  collection  of  fees, 
are  presented  in  Table  XV.  Table  XV  also  shows  the  numbers  of  these 
projects  held  at  times  other  than  regular  meeting  times. 


2 

Ibid. ,  p.25. 
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TABLE  XV 

NUMBERS  OF  FUND-RAISING  PROJECTS  AND  OF  FUND-RAISING  PROJECTS 


HELD  AT  TIMES  OTHER  THAN  REGULAR  MEETING  TIMES 


No.  of  No. 
Projects 

of  Associations 
Conducting 

Per 

Cent 

No.  of 
Projects 

No. Conducting  Projects 
Outside  of  Regular 
Meeting  Times 

Per 

Cent 

Not  given 

2 

3.7 

Not  given 

6 

11.1 

0 

4 

7o4 

0 

12 

22.2 

1 

36 

66.7 

1 

30 

55.6 

2 

9 

16.7 

2 

4 

7.4 

3 

3 

5.6 

3 

2 

3.7 

Total 

54 

54 
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It  was  found  that  at  least  forty-eight  of  tho  Associations  engaged 
in  fund-raising  activities  to  some  extent.  Thirty-3ix  Associations  con¬ 
ducted  one  project  during  the  year,  nine  conducted  two,  and  throe  con¬ 
ducted  three  projects.  Of  the  total  of  sixty-three  fund-raising  projects 
hold,  forty-four,  or  70  per  cent,  were  conducted  at  times  other  than 
regular  meeting  times.  Hie  data  indicate  that  in  general  some  importance 
was  attached  by  the  Associations  to  fund-raising  as  one  of  their  functions. 
Furthermore,  in  most  cases  the  fund-raising  projects  did  not  interfere 
with  the  amount  of  time  devoted  to  the  regular  meetings. 

Amounts  of  funds  raised.  The  total  amounts  of  funds  raised  by  the 
Associations  are  shown  in  Table  XVT.  The  lowest  total  amount  of  funds 
raised  by  a  single  Association  during  the  year  was  sixty  dollars,  which 
represented  an  average  of  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents  per  member.  This 
amount  was  raised  by  an  Association  which  had  a  total  membership  of 
fifty  persons,  affiliated  with  a  school  composed  of  junior  high  and 
senior  high  divisions,  and  staffed  by  thirty-six  teachers. 

Since  only  one  school  composed  of  junior  high  and  senior  high 
divisions  was  included  in  the  sample,  the  next  higher  total  amount  raised 
should  be  indicated  here.  This  was  eighty-two  dollars,  or  an  average  of 
ninety  cents  per  member,  raised  by  an  Association  which  had  a  total 
membership  of  ninety-one  and  was  affiliated  with  an  elementally  school 
staffed  by  twelve  teachers. 

The  largest  total  amount  raised  y.ras  350  dollars,  or  an  average  of 
six  dollars  and  seven  cents  per  member.  This  amount  was  raised  by  an 
Association  with  a  total  membership  of  140  and  affiliated  with  an 
elementary  -junior  high  school  staffed  by  twenty-one  teachers. 
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TABLE  XVI 

AMOUNTS  OF  FUNDS  RAISED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1960-1961 


Funds  Raised 

No.  of  Associations 

Percentage 

Not  indicated 

8 

14.8 

$  51-150 

11 

20.4 

151-250 

7 

12.9 

251-350 

8 

14.8 

351-450 

4 

7.4 

451-550 

11 

20.4 

551-650 

2 

3.7 

651-750 

2 

3.7 

751-350 

1 

1.8 

Total 


54 
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The  avorago  of  tho  total  funds  raised  by  tho  Associations  included 
in  the  3anple  was  found  to  bo  approximately  344  dollars* 

Methods  used  in  r  aising  funds.  Table  XVII  shows  the  various 
methods  used  to  raise  funds  together  with  the  number  of  Associations 
using  each  method  and  the  average  amount  of  money  raised  by  each.  The 
most  frequently  employed  method  was  found  to  be  that  of  holding  a  tea  or 
coffee  party.  This  method  also  produced  the  greatest  average  revenue. 

Expenditures.  In  Table  XVIII  the  average  expenditures  of  the 
Associations  are  shown  for  the  items  listed.  This  table  indicates 
also  the  number  of  Associations  which  reported  having  expenditures 
for  each  of  the  items. 

Since  the  purposes  of  the  expenditures  are  positioned  in  Table 
XVIII  in  rank  order  according  to  the  relative  average  amounts  expended 
on  them,  this  table,  then,  indicates  the  order  or  priority  of  the  local 
Associations  in  allocating  their  funds.  Another  indicator  in  this 
table  of  the  relative  significance  of  the  items  of  expenditure  is  the 
number  of  Associations  which  allocated  funds  to  each  item. 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  amount  indicated  earlier  for  the  average 

total  revenue  of  the  Associations,  344  dollars,  differed  from  the  amount 

obtained  for  the  total  of  the  average  expenditures,  283  dollars.  This 

difference  of  sixty-one  dollars  may  be  accounted  for  by  a  number  of 

factors.  For  example,  some  expenditures  may  not  have  been  listed  by 

respondents.  Furthermore,  some  of  the  responses  may  not  have  been 
based  on  exact  book-keeping  but  rather  on  estimates.  In  addition, 
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TABLE  XV.II 

FUND-RAISING  METHODS  USED  AND  AVERAGE  AMOUNTS  OF  FUNDS 
RAISED  3Y  THEM 


Method  No. 

of  Associations 

Per  Cent  Average  Amount  Raised 

Tea  or  coffee  parties 

17 

31.5 

$303.62 

Tea  or  coffee  parties 
combined  with  sales 

15 

27.8 

299.37 

Whist  drives 

S 

14.8 

126.06 

Social  evenings  (includ¬ 
ing  concerts  and  dances) 

8 

14.8 

76.14 

Sales 

4 

7.4 

103.95 

Games  (bingo,  whist, 
and  crib)  combined 
v/ith  sales 

3 

5.6 

116.50 

Films 

3 

5.6 

71.53 

Play  Day  and  Picnic 

Booth 

1 

1.8 

Amount  not  given 

Art  Show 

1 

1.8 

33.80 

Raffle 

1 

1.8 

186.00 

Donations 

1 

.1.8 

22.00 

A;. 
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TABLE  XVIII 

ITEMS  OF  EXPENDITURE  AND  AMOUNTS  SPENT  ON  EACH 


Purpose 

Items  of  Expenditure 

O 

• 

o 

Range  in 

Average 

Per 

Associations 

Expenditure 

Amount* 

Cent+ 

I.  To  provide 

Books 

32 

$23-300 

$75.43 

26.7 

equipment 

Audio-Visual  equipment 

22 

12-400 

46.95 

16.6 

for  the 

Unspecified  school 

school 

needd 

3 

25-100 

3.69 

1.3 

Sports  equipment 

4 

25-  56 

2.31 

1.0 

Musical  Instruments 

1 

30 

.56 

.2 

Display  3oard 

1 

10 

.18 

.06 

Bedding  Plants 

1 

4 

.08 

.03 

Total 

$129.70 

45.89 

II. Alberta 

Federation  fees 

54 

10-150 

72.82 

25.8 

Federation 

Expenses  of  Convention 

activities 

delegates 

8 

20-95 

8.00 

2.8 

Expenses  of  Banff 

Workshop  delegates 

2 

25-64 

1.65 

.6 

Total 

$82.47 

29.2 

ill. Local 

Unspecified  purposes 

54 

4-159 

52.47 

18.6 

operating 

Student  treats 

2 

16-  36 

.96 

.3 

expenses 

Kitchen  equipment 

1 

50 

.92 

©3 

Staoles  and  refresh- 

meats 

1 

46 

.86 

.3 

Home  and  School  pins 

1 

5 

.09 

.03 

Total 

$55.30 

19.53 

XV ©Awards  and 

scholarships 

- 

16 

8-  66 

$10.01 

3.5 

V.  To  improve 

Awards  for  room 

attendance 

representation  at 

meeting's 

6 

16-  50 

3.51 

1.2 

Plaques  for  class- 

rooms 

1 

8 

.15 

.05 

Total  $  3.66  1.25 
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TABLE  XVIII  (continued) 


Purpose  Items  of  Expenditure  .  No.  of  Range  in  Average  Per 

Associations  Expenditure  Amount*  Cent4" 


Vl.For  organ-  Edmonton  Safety  Council 

izations  or  fees  3 

activities  Laraont  Disaster  Fund  1 

having  no  Pedal  Pusher's  expenses  2 

direct  Building  and  supporting 

relationship  a  skating  rink  1 

to  the  Home 
and  School 
movement 


$10 

25 

10-11 

not  stated 


|.56  0.2 

.46  .2 

.40  .1 


Total  $1.42  0.5 


Grand  Total  $232.56 


*  The  average  referred  to  here  is  the  average  computed  for  all  fifty- 
four  associations. 


^Percentages  of  the  average  total  expenditure  are  shown  in  this  column. 
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all  of  the  funds  raised  during  the  year  may  not  have  been  spent  in  that 
same  year* 

Examination  of  Table  XVIII  indicates  that  a  total  of  approxi  lately 
49  per  cent  of  the  average  funds  spent  were  used  to  provide  equipment  for 
the  schools  and  for  awards  and  scholarships.  A  total  of  approximately 
49  per  cent  of  the  average  expenditures  were  devoted  to  various  kinds  of 
operating  expenses  of  the  Home  and  School  movement.  Only  a  very  small 
part,  0.5  per  cent  of  the  expenditures,  was  devoted  to  organizations  or 
activities  which  had  no  direct  relationship  to  the  Home  and  School 
movement. 

PARTICIPATION  IN  REGIONAL,  PROVINCIAL  AND  NATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

Participation  in  Home  and  School  activities  at  regional,  provincial, 
and  national  levels  helps  local  Associations  to  gain  insights  and  ideas 
from  leaders  at  various  levels  of  Home  and  School  operations.  It  also 
provides  opportunities  for  expressing  local  feelings  and  opinions  and 
thus  to  share  in  the  various  influencing  activities  of  the  central  bodies. 

In  this  section  it  is  intended  to  show  the  extent  to  which  the 
Associations  participated  in  activities  beyond  the  local  level. 

Representation  at  Council  and  Alberta  Federation  meetings.  Data 
were  compiled  on  the  extent  to  which  the  Associations  were  represented 
(1)  at  Edmonton  Council  meetings,  (2)  at  the  provincial  Annual  Convention, 
and  (3)  at  the  Banff  Workshop,  The  findings  on  their  representation  at 
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the  Council  mootings  aro  shown  in  Table  XIX* 

Twonty-throo  Associations,  or  43  per  cent,  wore  represented  at 
five  or  noro  Council  meetings  out  of  the  nine  held,  while  thirty-one,  or 
57  per  cent,  were  represented  at  less  than  fivo  meetings.  Eight  Assoc¬ 
iations,  or  15  per  cent,  wore  not  represented  at  any  Council  meetings 
during  the  year  with  which  this  study  was  concerned.  The  average  number 
of  meetings  at  wliich  the  Associations  were  represented  was  4.4. 

Twenty-nineAssociations,  cr  54  per  cent,  reported  that  they  were 
represented  at  the  Annual  Convention.  Eleven  Associations,  or  20  per 
cent,  sent  delegates  to  the  Banff  Workshop.  Eight  Associations,  or  15 
per  cent,  were  represented  at  both  of  these  gatherings. 

The  data  indicate  that  a  large  number  of  the  Associations  were 
failing  to  share  in  the  various  fact-finding,  policy-making,  and  influenn 
ing  tasks  of  the  Home  and  School  organizations  beyond  the  local  level. 

Delegates'  reports.  For  the  Associations  to  derive  fullbenefit 
from  the  Council,  the  Convention,  and  the  Workshop,  it  seems  that  the 
proceedings  at  these  gatherings  should  be  communicated  to  as  many  members 
as  possible.  In  this  way,  experiences  participated  in  and  information 
obtained  would  be  shared  among  the  membership  instead  of  being  limited 
to  the  delegates  alone. 

It  was  found  from  the  survey  that  twenty -two  Associations, 
or  41  per  cent,  made  a  practice  of  having  their  delegates  report 
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TABLE  XIX 

NUMBERS  OF  COUNCIL  MEETINGS  ATTENDED 
BY  ASSOCIATION  DELEGATES 


No.  of  Meetings 

No.  of  Associations 

Percentage 

9 

10 

18.5 

8 

4 

7.4 

7 

4 

7.4 

6 

4 

7.4 

5 

1 

1.9 

4 

5 

9.3 

3 

4 

7.4 

2 

10 

18.5 

1 

4 

7.4 

0 

8 

14.8 

Total 


54 
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to  their  executive  committees.  Four  Associations,  or  7  per  cent,  did  not 
require  their  delegates  to  report  to  their  executives.  Twenty-eight 
Associations  did  not  respond  to  this  question. 

Thirty-six  Associations,  or  66  per  cent,  required  their  delegates 
to  report  to  their  general  meetings,  while  four,  or  7  per  cent,  indicated 
that  they  did  not.  Fourteen  Associationsdid  not  respond  to  the  question. 

Sixteen  Associations,  or  30  per  cent,  required  their  delegates  to 
report  to  both  their  general  meetings  and  their  executive  meetings. 

Disposition  of  circulars  and  letters.  Some  further  indication  ,  of 
the  extent  of  participation  by  the  Associations  in  activities  beyond  the 
local  level  was  obtained  from  responses  obtained  to  questions  concerning 
the  treatment  of  circulars  and  letters  from  the  provincial  and  national 
levels  of  the  Association.  The  data  obtained  from  the  responses  are 
shown  in  Table  XX. 

Thirty- seven  executive  committees  were  reported  to  have  read 
between  80  to  100  per  cent  of  the  circulars  and  letters  received,  nine 
were  reported  to  have  read  between  50  to  79  per  cent,  four  between 
25  to  49  per  cent,  and  three  between  0  and  24  per  cent.  Seven  executive 
committees  were  reported  to  have  taken  some  action  on  between  80  to  100 
per  cent  of  the  letters  end  circulars  received.  Nineteen  responses 
indicated  that  some  action  was  taken  on  between  50  to  79  per  cent, 
fourteen  indicated  action  on  between  25  and  49  per  cent,  and  nine  on 
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TABLE  XX 

PERCENTAGES  OF  LETTERS  AND  CIRCULARS  READ  AND  ACTED  UPON 
BY  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEES 


Percentage  of 
Letters  or 
Circulars 

No. of  Committees 
Reading 

Per  Cent  of 
Committees 

No. of  Committees 
Taking  Action 

Per  Cent  of 
Committees 

80-100 

37 

68*5 

7 

13.0 

SO-  79 

9 

16.7 

19 

35.2 

25-49 

4 

7.4 

14 

25.9 

0-  24 

3 

5.6 

9 

16.7 

Not  given 

1 

1.9 

5 

9.3 

Totals 

54 

54 
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The  data  on  Table  XX,  then,  indicate  that  at  loaQt  80  per  cent  of 
tho  lottors  and  circulars  wore  road  by  about  70  per  cent  of  the  executive 
committees,  v/aile  slightly  more  than  half  of  the  executive  committees 
took  action  on  half  or  more  of  the  materials  received.  Thirteen  per  cent 
failed  to  read  at  least  half  of  the  materials  andabout  43  per  cent  failed 
to  t8ke  any  action  on  at  least  half  of  the  materials. 

Resolutions  submitted  by  local  Associations.  Fifteen  Associations, 
or  28  per  cent,  reported  having  presented  a  total  of  twenty-two  resolutions 
to  Home  and  School  meetings  at  regional  and  provincial  levels.  In  view 
of  this  finding,  the  preparing  and  submitting  of  resolutions  at  these 
levels  cannot  be  considered  a  major  activity  of  Edmonton’s  Home  and  School 
Associations. 

The  topics  covered  by  the  resolutions  are  shown  in  Table  XXI.  In 
terms  of  relevancy  to  the  public  education  of  school-age  children,  topics 
four,  five,  six,  seven,  nine,  eleven,  and  twelve,  all  appear  to  be  very 
directly  relevant.  The  other  topics,  excluding  numbers  two  and  ten,  are 
less  relevant.  They  pertain  to  aspects  of  the  safety  end  health  of 
children  which  are  matters  more  of  parental  concern  than  of  tho  teachers 
or  school  administrators.  Moreover,  in  the  viewpoint  of  this  investigator, 
topic  ten,  "atomic  raxiiation",  is  extremely  irrelevant  to  achievement  of 
the  objectives  of  the  public  education  of  children. 

Eleven,  or  half  of  the  resolutions  submitted,  appear,  then,  to  be 
obviously  relevant  to  the  public  education  of  children,  while  seven  are 
only  rather  indirectly  related,  and  one,  dealing  with  atomic  radiation, 
has  almost  no  application  at  all  to  the  education  of  children.  Three  of 
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TABLE  XXI 

TOPICS  OF  RESOLUTIONS  AND  NUMBERS  OF 
ASSOCIATIONS  SUBMITTING  THEM 


Topics 


No.  of  Associations 


1.  Child  safety:  traffic  regulations  3 

2.  Topic  not  indicated  3 

3.  School  bus  operations  2 

4.  Clarification  of  report  cards  2 

5.  The  building  of  vocational  high  schools  2 

6.  Financial  support  of  the  Winifred  Stewart  School 
for  Retarded  Children  by  the  provincial  govern¬ 


ment  2 

7.  The  teaching  of  French  in  elementary  schools  2 

8.  Fluoridation  2 

9.  Implementation  of  recommendations  of  the 

Cameron  Commission  1 

10.  Atomic  radiation  1 

11.  Effects  of  television  on  children's  homework  1 

12.  Uniformity  of  dress  in  schools  1 


Total 


22 
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the  topics  wore  not  stated  by  the  respondents  to  the  questionnaire. 

Alberta  Home  and  School  News.  The  publication,  Alberta  Horae 
and  School  News,  is  published  monthly  by  the  Alberta  Federation  of 
Home  and  School  Associations.  It  serves  as  a  medium  for  the  expression 
of  ideas  and  opinions  on  educational  topics  and  for  the  reporting  of 
activities  at  federal,  provincial,  regional,  and  local  levels. 

Since  reading  of  this  publication  is  one  aspect  of  participation 
in  Home  and  School  affairs  beyond  the  local  level,  data  showing  the 
extent  to  which  it  was  read  would  be  desirable.  It  was,  however,  con¬ 
sidered  beyond  the  scope  of  this  study  to  attempt  to  obtain  this 
information.  The  only  relevant  data  obtained  were  concerned  with  the 
numbers  of  copies  received  and  distributed  by  the  Associations. 

Fifty  Associations,  or  93  per  cent,  indicated  that  the  magazine 
was  distributed  among  their  membership  to  some  extent.  On  the  average, 
approximately  twenty  copies  were  received  by  each  Association  and 
approximately  fifteen  copies  were  taken  home  by  the  members  receiving 
them.  Taking  copies  home  suggests  at  least  an  intention  to  read  them. 

The  data  indicate  that  only  about  16  per  cent  of  the  average 
membership  (ninety-one)  read  the  publication  and  so  derived  some 
information  or  enlightenment. 

ACTION  TAKEN  TO  CHANGE  SCHOOL  POLICIES  AND  PRACTICES 

In  order  to  have  some  bases  for  assessment  of  the  extent  to  which 
the  Associations  attempted  to  influence  or  to  interfere  in  school  affairs, 
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dataware  obtained  on  action  taken  during  the  year  19G0-61  to  change  school 
policies  and  practices.  Thirteen  Associations,  or  24  per  cent, 
reported  having  token  some  kind  of  action  to  bring  about  changes  through 
principals,  school  boards,  or  the  Department  of  Education.  This  type  of 
activity,  then,  was  not  extensive  in  terras  of  the  number  of  Associations 
engaging  in  it. 

Changes  sought.  The  Associations  attempted  to  have  sixteen  changes 
made.  These  are  listed  below. 

I.  Changes  Affecting  a  Specific  School 

1.  To  gain  permission  for  children  to  remain  in  school  during 
lunch-time  in  inclement  weather  (2  Associations) .1 

2.  To  have  French  language  instruction  provided  for  elementary 
grades  (2  Associations) . 

3.  To  have  pre-employment  classes  organized  at  the  junior  high 
level. 

4.  To  obtain  either  the  services  of  commissionaires  for  school 
patrol  work  or  to  have  some  measures  taken  to  eliminate 
traffic  hazards. 

5.  To  obtain  permission  for  persons  attending  Home  and  School 
meetings  to  park  their  cars  on  the  school  grounds. 

S.  To  obtain  the  use  of  a  school  for  supervised  school  dances. 

7.  To  have  a  central  library  set  up  in  a  school. 

8.  To  have  school  boundaries  changed. 

9.  To  obtain  improved  fire  protection  in  a  school. 


■'"Except  in  the  cases  in  which  it  is  indicated  otherwise,  only  one 
Association  took  action  to  obtain  each  desired  change. 
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10.  To  obtain  additional  meeting  facilities  for  the  As,  ociation. 

11.  To  have  grade  nine  classes  incorporated  into  the  3chool0 

II.  Changes  of  General  Concern 

12.  To  seek  for  clarification  of  the  meaning  of  the  word  "immature" 
as  used  in  letters  to  parents  of  children  sent  home  from  grade 
one,  so  that  parents  might  assist  in  the  areas  of  immaturity 
indicated. 

13.  To  persuade  the  Deportment  of  Education  to  take  advantage  of 
the  Federal  Government  grant  provisions  for  the  building  of 

vocational  schools. 

14.  To  urge  the  Department  of  Education  to  take  greater  action  on 
the  recommendations  made  in  the  report  of  the  Cameron  Commission. 

15.  To  obtain  an  increase  in  teachers’  salaries. 

16.  To  obtain,  for  the  elementary  grades,  a  regular  supervised 
physical  fitness  program  requiring  more  active  participation. 

Analysis  of  the  changes  sought  by  the  Associations  shown  that  only 
half  of  them,  or  eight  out  of  the  sixteen,  were  concerned  directly  Y/ith 
the  curricula  of  the  schools.  These  changes  are  listed  above  as  numbers 
two ,  three,  seven,  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen  and  sixteen.  The 
other  proposed  changes  were  concerned  Y/ith  things  having  only  an  indirect 
bearing  on  the  educational  process.  For  this  reason  it  would  not  appear 
that  the  Associations  winch  proposed  them  interfered  unduly  with  the  work 
of  teachers  and  administrators. 

Methods  used  to  obtain  changes.  The  methods  used  by  the  local 
Associations  in  attempting  to  bring  about  changes  are  shown  in  Table  XXII. 
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TABLE  XXII 

METHODS  USED  IN  SEEKING  TO  OBTAIN  CHANGES 
IN  SCHOOL  POLICIES  AND  PRACTICES 


Method 


No.  of  Times  Used 


Oral  requests  to  principals  4 

Petitions  to  school  boards  4 

Resolutions  submitted  to  the  Alberta  Federation  2 

Delegations  sent  to  meet  v/ith  school  board  committees  2 

A  letter  sent  to  the  Department  of  Education  1 

A  letter  sent  to  an  Assistant  Superintendent  of 

Schools  -  1 

A  discussion  with  an  Assistant  Superintendent  of 

Schools  1 

A  resolution  forwarded  to  the  Edmonton  Regional 

Council  1 

A  vote  taken  at  a  general  meeting  1 

Method  not  indicated  1 


Total 


18 
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There  is  no  evidence  in  the  data  of  Table  XXII  to  indicate  tha.t  the 
Associations  made  U3e  of  unduly  aggressive  or  annoying  tactics  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  obtain  the  changes  they  desired.  However,  in  order  to  determine 
conclusively  if  aggressive  or  annoying  tactics  were  used  it  would  have 
been  necessary  to  study  the  circumstances  and  the  manner  in  which  each 
method  was  used.  Phrasing  of  requests,  for  example,  in  ways  v/hich  showed 
lack  of  respect  for  teachers  or  administrative  staff,  may  have  been  regarded 
as  unduly  aggressive  or  annoying.  However,  this  investigation  did  not 
obtain  data  on  the  circumstances  and  manners  in  which  the  methods  of  seeking 
changes  were  used. 

PROBLEMS  OF  HOMS  MD  SCHOOL  ASSOCIATION 

Table  XXIII  shows  the  ratings  obtained  from  the  respondents  con¬ 
cerning  the  relative  seriousness  for  their  Associations  of  thirteen 
selected  problems.  These  ratings  were  obtained  in  response  to  Question  X 
of  the  questionnaire.  Question  X  consisted  of  a  list  of  situations  some¬ 
times  said  to  be  problems  for  parent-teacher  associations.  Trie  respondents 
were  asked  to  express  their  opinion  concerning  the  seriousness  of  each 
problem  by  writing  the  number  one  after  those  they,  considered  to  be  most 
serious,  the  number  two  after  those  they  considered  to  be  less  serious, 
and  the  number  three  after  those  they  did  not  consider  to  be  problems 
for  their  Associations. 

Small  attendances.  From  the  data  presented  in  Table  XXIII  it 
may  be  seen  that  the  situation  most  frequently  considered  to  be  a 

serious  problem  was  that  of  attendances  at  Home  and  School  activities 
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TABLE  XXIII 

RATINGS  OF  THE  RELATIVE  SERIOUSNESS  OF  PROBLEMS 


No.  of  Associations  Rating 


Rank 

Order 

Pr  obi  era 

’1)  Serious 

’2)  Less 
Serious 

Total  for 
(1)  and (2) 

(3)  Not  a 
Problem 

1 

Small  average  attend¬ 
ances  at  general 
meetings 

31 

15 

46 

8 

2 

Unwillingness  of  suitable 
persons  to  accept 
executive  positions 

24 

21 

45 

9 

3 

Too  few  male  members 

18 

20 

38 

16 

4 

Reluctance  of  members  to 
participate  in  study 
group  activities 

15 

16 

31 

22 

5 

Uncertainty  regarding 
the  value  or  effective¬ 
ness  of  the  activities 
included  in  your  program 

5 

25 

30 

24 

6 

Insufficient  interest 
shown  by  teachers 

5 

10 

15 

39 

7 

Shortage  of  funds 

3 

9 

12 

42 

8 

Programs  deal  too  often 
with  matters  of  little 
educational  value 

2 

9 

11 

43 

8 

Meetings  not  started  on 
time 

2 

9 

11 

43 

9 

Too  many  complaints  made 
concerning  the  school 
building  and  equipment 

2 

6 

8 

46 

10 

Disputes  among  members 

2 

4 

6 

48 

10 

Too  many  complaints  made 
concerning  the  teaching 
staff 

1 

5 

6 

43 

11 

Hie  principal  does  not 
cooperate 

2 

1 

3 

51 
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boing  small  in  number.  Thirty-one  respondents  considered  this  to  bo  a 
serious  problem  and  fifteen  ranked  it  as  being  a  less  serious  problem. 
Only  eight  of  the  fifty-four  Associations,  then,  did  not  consider  small 
attendances  to  be  a  problem. 

Those  findings  were  supported  by  data  presented  earlier  in  this 
study  indicating  that  while  the  average  potential  membership  of  the 
Associations  was  about  560,  the  actual  average  attendance  was  about 
sixty -four. 

The  Associations,  consequently,  appear  to  be  influencing  and 
serving  only  a  small  percentage  of  parents.  The  concern  of  Home  and 
School  representatives,  then,  is  understandable  because  however  high 
in  quality  their  activities  may  happen  to  be,  their  influence  is 
probably  limited  mainly  to  the  participants. 

Obtaining  effective  leadership.  More  than  half  of  the  Assoc¬ 
iations  considered  the  unwillingness  of  suitable  persons  to  accept 
executive  positions  as  a  serious  problem.  Twenty-four  rated  this  as 
serious  while  twenty-one  rated  it  as  less  serious. 

No  attempt  was  made  in  this  study  to  determine  the  reasons  for 
the  refusals  of  qualified  persons  to  accept  executive  positions  in 
the  Associations,  Effective  leadership,  however,  seems  to  be  such 
a  basic  factor  in  the  success  of  most  organizations  that  the  methods 
used  by  the  Home  and  School  Associations  in  obtaining  their  executive 
officers  would  probably  merit  special  study. 
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Halo  membership*  In  view  of  the  statement  some  times  made  that  the 
Home  and  School  Association  is  a  female  organization,  it  is  noteworthy 
that  the  third  most  frequently  expressed  item  of  concern  was  the  3mall 
male  membership.  Eighteen  Associations  listed  this  as  being  a  serious 
problem  while  twenty  others  rated  it  a3  being  a  problem. 

That  the  concern  of  the  respondents  was  justified  is  indicated 
by  findings  reported  earlier  in  this  study  which  showed  that  the 
average  male  membership  was  30.1,  compared  to  the  average  female 
membership  of  fifty- five.  Hale  attendance  was  18.3,  compared  with 
38.5  for  females. 

Study  groups.  Study  group  activities  may,  if  appropriate  topics 
are  selected,  help  to  achieve  a  basic  purpose  of  the  Home  and  School 
movement,  that  of  increasing  parental  understanding  of  what  is  being 
done,  or  nay  be  done,  in  the  schools.  Table  XXIII  shows  that  fifteen 
Associations  considered  reluctance  of  members  to  participate  in  study 
group  projects  to  be  a  serious  problem,  while  sixteen  considered  it  to 
be  a  problem  of  less  magnitude. 

The  fact  that  more  than  half  of  the  Associations  considered  this 
to  be  a  problem  has  some  significance.  It  indicates  that  more  than  half 
of  them  accepted  this  type  of  activity  as  representing  an  important 
function  of  the  movement,  even  though  only  37  per  cent  of  them  actually 
had  study  groups  in  operation.  Furthermore,  it  appears  that  the  twenty- 

two  Associations  which  did  not  rate  this  item  as  a  problem  probably  did 
not  attach  much  value  to  study  group  activities. 
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Uncer t uinty  concerning  the  value  of  the  program©  Thirty  Associations 
expressed  some  concern  about  a  feeling  of  uncertainty  concerning  the  value 
of  their  activities  in  general,  five  rating  this  as  a  serious  problem  and 
twenty-five  as  a  problem.  Perhaps  more  guidance  and  encouragement  from 
the  Alberta  Federation  might  have  helped  to  overcome  this  problem. 

The  other  problems  listed  in  Question  X  were  considered  to  be  prob¬ 
lems  by  only  relatively  few  Associations.  There  was,  then,  no  strong 
general  feeling  among  the  respondents  that: 

1.  principals  and  teachers  were  disinterested  or  uncooperative. 

2.  complaints  and  quarrels  existed  to  the  extent  that  they  were 
detrimental  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  Associations. 

3.  shortages  of  funds  hampered  activities. 

4.  programs  were  irrelevant  to  the  education  of  school-age 
children,, 

5.  tardiness  in  starting  meetings  was  detrimental  to  the  success 
of  the  activities. 

Problems  not  included  in  the  check-list.  The  items  listed  below 
were  indicated  by  respondents  to  be  problems  for  their  Associations, 
although  they  were  not  listed  with  the  problems  of  Question  X.  Each  of 
these  was  contributed  by  only  one  respondent: 

1.  People  today  are  over- organized. 

2.  Complaints  are  sometimes  made  which  should  have  been  presented 
to  the  teacher  concerned. 

3.  Uncertainty  concerning  the  value  of  the  Home  and  School  movement© 

4.  There  are  too  many  working  parents  who  do  not  take  time  to  deal 
with  matters  concerning  their  children. 
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5.  People  aro  involved  in  many  other  activities,  such  as  clubs 
and  charitable  organizations. 

6.  General  interest  in  Horae  and  School  is  very  poor.  Many  do  not 
think  that  Homo  and  School  is  important. 

7.  Membership  costs  have  risen  and  the  increase  is  strongly 
opposed  by  the  majority  of  parents.  Membership  has  dropped 
sharply  because  of  this. 
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CHAPTER  VII 


FINDINGS  FROM  THE  QUESTIONNAIRE  (continued). 

In  this  chapter  data  are  presented  on  (1)  program  planning,  (2) 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  activities  engaged  in,  and  (3)  the  topics 
covered  in  the  programs* 

PROGRAM  PLANNING 

All  of  the  Associations  contained  in  the  sample  responded  to  the 
questions  on  program  planning.  The  total  number  of  responses  obtained 
was  more  than  fifty-four  because  some  Associations  made  more  than  one 
response  to  some  questions.  The  responses  are  indicated  in  Tables  XXIV 
and  XXV* 


Time  of  planning.  This  investigator  is  not  aware  of  the  existence 
of  any  valid  evidence  proving  conclusively  that  any  one  method  of  plann¬ 
ing  a  program  is  superior  to  all  other  methods.  However,  planning  carried 
out  well  in  advance  of  meeting  dates  is  assumed  to  be  a  basic  element  of 
good  planning.  This  practice  should,  it  3eems,  facilitate  (1)  continuity 
between  the  various  program  offerings  and  (2)  adequate  coverage  of  as  many 
needs  as  possible  of  children,  parents,  and  teachers.  Possibly  its  main 
virtue  is  that  it  allows  a  maximum  amount  of  time  for  committees  to  make 
the  preparations  needed  to  obtain  optimum  quality  in  the  program  offering's. 

In  response  to  the  question  concerning  the  time  of  planning,  six¬ 
teen  Associations  indicated  that  their  entire  year's  program  was  planned 
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TABLE  XXIV 

TIME  OF  PROGRAM  PLANNING 


Time 


No.  of  Associations  Percentage 


1. 

Each  month  as  the  meetings  became 

due 

30 

55.6 

2. 

Plans  for  the  year  made  prior  to  the 

second  general  meeting 

16 

29.3 

3. 

Two  or  three  months  at  a  time 

6 

11.1 

4. 

Half  a  year  at  a  time 

2 

3.7 

Total 


54 
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boforo  their  second  general  meeting  wa3  hold.  Two  Associations  made 
their  plans  for  a  half-year  at  a  time.  Six  indicated  that  they  planned 
for  two  or  three  months  at  a  time.  Two  stated  that  they  planned  in 
advance  only  insofar  as  the  obtaining  of  speakers  was  concerned.  Thirty 
Associations  indicated  that  they  planned  their  meeting's  each  month  a3 
they  became  due. 

Of  these  responses,  then,  twenty-four,  or  44  per  cent,  indicated 
that  programs  were  planned  well  in  advance  while  thirty,  or  56  per  cent, 
indicated  that  program  planning  generally  was  not  carried  out  well  in 
advance  by  the  Associations. 

lie t hods  used  in  planning.  To  provide  insight  into  the  degree  of 
thoroughness  of  the  Associations  in  planning  their  programs,  data  were 
compiled  concerning  the  methods  used  by  them  in  deciding  what  should  be 
included.  The  findings  are  shown  in  Table  XXV. 

Only  nine  responses,  or  17  per  cent  of  the  Associations,  indicated 
that  the  community's  educational  needs  had  been  studied  in  an  effort  to 
determine  what  should  be  included  in  their  programs.  It  seems  to  this 
investigator  that  a  logical  early  step  in  planning  to  meet  local  needs 
would  be  to  determine  what  those  needs  are.  He  recognizes,  however, 
that  while  direct  studies  of  local  needs  were  not  carried  out  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  nevertheless  the  needs  probably  were  indicated 
indirectly  to  some  degree  in  the  program  suggestions  offered  by  members, 
insofar  as  their  suggestions  probably  reflected,  among  other  things, 
what  they  considered  to  be  community  needs. 
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TABLE  XXV 

METHODS  USED  IN  PROGRAM  PLANNING 


Method 

No.  of  Associations 

Percentage 

1. 

Obtaining  suggestions  from  members 

46 

85.2 

2. 

Obtaining  suggestions  from  Home 
and  School  officials 

31 

57.4 

3. 

Study  of  the  community's 
educational  needs 

9 

16*7 

4. 

Other  methods* 

8 

14.8 

*The  "other  methods"  indicated  by  the  respondents  were  as  follows: 

No.  ox  Associations 


(a)  Obtaining  suggestions  and  ideas  from 

other  Home  and  School  Associations.  2 

(b)  Study  of  questionnaires  submitted  to 
members  soliciting  their  criticisms  and 
suggestions  concerning  Home  and  School 

activities.  2 

(c)  Obtaining  suggestions  from  principals.  2 

(d)  Consideration  of  the  relative  appeal  for 

members  of  various  educational  topics  1 

(e)  Consideration  of  topics  of  current 
interest  such  as  fluoridation, 
streaming,  etc. 
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Teacher  representation  on  pro  p-am  coin-tattoos.  The  responses 
obtained  concerning  the  extent  of'  participation  in  program  committees  by 
teaching  staffs  or  principals  indicated  that  in  most  cases  they  were 
represented. 

Forty-eight  Associations,  or  89  per  cent,  indicated  that  the 
teaching  staffs  or  principals  of  their  schools  wore  represented  on 
their  program  planning  committees.  Five  committees  operated  without 
any  teacher  participation.  One  Association  did  not  respond  to  the 
question  on  this  topic. 

THE  NATURE  AND  EXTENT  OF  THE  ACTIVITIES 

The  purpose  of  this  section  is  to  indicate  (1)  the  nature  of  the 
planned  activities  engaged  in  by  the  Associations  and  (2)  the  proportion 
each  type  of  activity  occupied  of  all  the  activities  reported. 

The  check-list  of  activities.  The  data  presented  on  the  activities 
v/ere  obtained  from  the  check-list  of  activities  included  in  Question  XI 
of  the  questionnaire.  Most  of  the  items  in  this  check-list  were  obtained 
from  the  announcements  of  Home  and  School  activities  which  appeared  in 
the  Edmonton  Journal  during  the  period  from  1959-1961.  The  remaining 
items  were  derived  from  the  experiences  of  Mr.  Wright  and  this  invest¬ 
igator  with  Home  and  School  Associations. 

To  explain  the  absence  of  some  activities  from  the  check-list  it 
should  be  explained  that  some  of  these  which  were  either  compulsory  or 
normally  used  by  all  Associations  were  deliberately  omitted.  For 
example,  the  election  and  installation  of  officers  Y/as  not  included 
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as  an  item  because  all  of  the  Associations  wore  required  by  the  parent 
organization  to  elect  and  install  a  now  slate  of  officers  each  year. 
Likewise,  the  opening  exercises  and  the  formal  business  procedures  commonly 
practiced  by  all  of  the  Associations  were  also  omitted. 

The  respondents  were  asked  to  indicate  the  number  of  times  each 
activity  on  the  checklist  was  engaged  in  during  the  year  1960-61.  In 
addition,  space  was  provided  in  which  to  indicate  the  frequency  of  occurr¬ 
ence  of  activities  not  included  in  the  check-list* 

The  data.  The  data  obtained  on  the  activities  are  presented  in 
Tables,  XXVI,  XXVII  and  XXVIII.  In  Table  XCVI  the  relative  numbers  of 
times  the  various  activities  were  engaged  in  and  the  numbers  of  Assoc¬ 
iations  engaging  in  them  are  indicated.  In  Table  XXVII  the  activities 
are  shown  grouped  into  types  of  activities,  and  the  number  of  times  oach 
activity  and  each  group  of  activities  was  employed  is  shown.  Table  XXVIII 
provides  a  brief  summary  of  the  data  obtained  by  showing  the  relative 
frequencies  of  occurrence  of  the  types  of  activities  and  the  total  number 
of  Associations  engaging  in  each  type  of  activity. 

Activities  not  included  in  the  check-list.  Some  respondents 
indicated  that  their  Associations  engaged  in  activities  which  were  not 
included  in  the  check-list  of  Question  XI.  These  activities  were  as 
follows: 

1.  Pedal  Pushers*  Club  activities. 

2.  A  joint  meeting  with  another  local  Association. 

3.  A  weekend  camping  project  for  boys  planned  by  fathers  and 
male  teachers. 
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TABLE  XXVI 

NUMBERS  OF  TIMES  ACTIVITIES  WERE  ENGAGED  IN 
AND  NUMBERS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS  ENGAGING 
IN  THEM 


Activity 

No.  of 
Time  s 

Average* 
No.  of 
Times 

No.  of 
Associations 

Refreshments  at  meetings 

335 

6.8 

49 

Lectures  or  talks 

146 

2.7 

48 

Tours  of  classrooms 

93 

1.7 

45 

Displays 

77 

1.4 

38  . 

Parents  discuss  problems  with  teachers 

74 

1.4 

32 

Introduction  of  teaching  staff 

65 

1.2 

52 

Film  presentations 

65 

1.2 

39 

Selling  of  vitamin  pills 

62 

1.1 

30 

Concerts  or  play 3  by  children 

49 

0.91 

41 

Tea  parties 

44 

0.81 

30 

Panel  discussions  or  debates 

44 

0.81 

32 

Rep o’  ts  on  workshops  or  conventions 

35 

0.65 

26 

Committee  or  study  group  reports 

29 

0.53 

14 

Presentation  of  awards  to  students 

26 

0.48 

21 

Buzz  sessions 

Demonstrations  of  school  activities 

22 

0.41 

19 

by  students 

18 

0.33 

15 

Demonstration  lessons 

16 

0.29 

13 

Whist  drives 

15 

0.27 

10 

Graduation  exercises 

13 

0.24 

13 

Entertainment  not  provided  by  children 

11 

0.20 

10 

Listening  to  recordings'1" 

6 

0.11 

5 

4 

Bazaars 

4 

0.07 

Spelling  bees:  children 

C-rade-group  discussions  conducted  by 

2 

0.04 

2 

teachers 

2 

0.04 

1 

Joint  meeting  with  another  Association 

1 

0.02 

2 

Spelling  bees:  adults 

1 

0.02 

1 

Framing  resolutions 

1 

0.02 

1 

Pedal  Pushers’  Club  activities 

1 

0.02 

1 

Week-end  camping  project  for  boys 

1 

0.02 

1 

Educational  quiz:  parents  vs.  pupils 

1 

0.02 

1 

Play  followed  by  a  buzz  session 

1 

0.02 

1 

Cake-bsking  contests 

0 

— 

0 

Total 

1260 

*  Average  for  all  fifty-four  of  the  Associations. 


+In  the  cases  in  which  the  title  was  indicated,  the  record  played 
was  3. Levinson's  But  Seriously  Folks. 
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TABLE  XXVII 

ACTIVITIES  GROUPED  INTO  TYPES  OF  ACTIVITIES,  AND  THEIR  FREQUENCIES 


Activity 

No.  of  Times 

No.  of 

Associations 

1.  Making  Information  Available  about 
Education 

Lectures  or  talks 

146 

43 

Tours  of  classrooms 

93 

45 

Displays 

77 

33 

Parents  discussing  problems  with 
teachers 

74 

32 

Film  presentations 

65 

39 

Panel  discussions  or  debates 

44 

32 

Reports  on  workshops  and  conventions 

35 

26 

Committee  or  study  group  reports 

29 

14 

Buzz  sessions 

22 

19 

Demonstrations  of  school  activities 
by  students 

13 

15 

Demonstration  lessons 

16 

13 

Listening  to  recording s 

6 

5 

Spelling  bees  with  children  par¬ 
ticipating 

2 

2 

Grade-group  discussion  sessions 
conducted  by  teachers 

2 

1 

Spelling  bee  with  adults  par¬ 
ticipating 

1 

1 

Play  followed  by  a  buzz  session 

1 

1 

Educational  quiz:  parents  vs. pupils 

1 

1 

Total 

632 

332 

2o  Facilitating  Acquaintanceship  between 
Parents  and  Teachers 

Serving  refreshments  at  meetings 
Introduction  ox  the  teaching  staff 


335 

49 

65 

52 

400 

101 

Total 
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Activity 


No.  of  Times 


No.  of 
Associations 


3.  Concerned  with  the  Physical  Well-being 
of  Children 

Selling  of  vitamin  pills  62  30 

Week-end  camping  project  for  boys, 

fathers,  and  male  teachers  1  1 

Pedal  Pushers'  Club  activities  1  1 


Total 


64 


32 


4.  Raising  Funds 

Tea  parties 
Whist  drives 

Bazaars 

Cake-baking  contests 


44  30 

15  10 

4  4 

0 


Total 


63 


44 


5.  Entertainment 


Concerts  or  plays  by  children 
Entertainment  not  provided  by 

49 

41 

children 

11 

10 

Total 

60 

51 

Encouraging  Children  in  Educational 
Achievements 

Presentation  of  awards  to  students 

26 

21 

Graduation  exercises 

13 

13 

39  34 


Total 
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TAELTU  XXVII  (continued) 


Activity 

No. .of  Times 

No.  of 

Associations 

7.  Influencing 

Framing  resolutions 

1 

1 

8.  Joint  Activity  with  Other  Associations 

Joint  meeting  with  another  association 

1 

1 

Total  for  all  activities 

1260 
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TABLE  XXVIII 

NUMBERS  AND  PHRCENTAG  iS  OF  TIMES  TYPES  OF  ACTIVITIES  WERE  INCLUDED  IN 
PROGRAMS  AND  NUMBERS  AND  PERCENTAGES  OF  ASSOCIATIONS  USING  THEM 


No.  of 

Per 

No.  of 

Per 

type  of  Activity 

Times 

Cent 

Associations 

Cent 

Making  information  about  education 
available  to  parents 

632 

50.0 

332 

55.7 

Facilitating  acquaintanceship 
between  parents  and  teachers 

400 

31.6 

101 

16.9 

Concerned  with  the  physical 
well-being  of  children 

64 

5.1 

32 

5.4 

Raising  funds 

63 

5.0 

44 

7.4 

Entertainment 

60 

4.8 

51 

8.6 

Encouraging  children  in  Educational 
achievements 

39 

3.1 

34 

5.7 

Influencing 

1 

.08 

1 

.17 

Joint  activity  with  other  Associations 

1 

.08 

1 

.17 

Total 


1260 


596 
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4.  An  educational  quiz:  parents  vs.  pupils. 

5.  Installation  of  officers. 

G.  A  play  followed  by  a  buzz  session. 

7.  Grade-group  discussion  sessions  conducted  by  teachers. 

Each  of  the  activities  listed  here  was  reported  as  having  been 
engaged  in  only  once  and  by  a  single  Association,  except  for  the  grade- 
group  discussion  sessions,  which  were  held  twice  by  ono  Association. 

Inclusion  of  cake-baking  contests  in  the  check-list.  It  may  be 
noted  that  no  Associations  indicated  that  cake-baking  contests  were  held 
by  them.  This  activity  was  included  as  an  item  in  the  check -list  because 
announcements  in  the  Edmonton  J ournal  referred  to  earlier  indicated  that 
some  Associations  would  hold  cake-baking  contests.  The  investigator 
assumes  that  these  Associations  were  not  included  in  the  sample  of  Assoc¬ 
iations  used  in  this  study. 

L-Iaicin' -  information  available  to  parents.  The  findings  presented 
in  the  tables  indicate  that  the  group  of  planned  activities  most  fre¬ 
quently  engaged  in  was  the  group  concerned  with  making  inf  ex' nation  about 
education  available  to  parents.  This  group  of  activities  was  engaged 
in  632  times,  or  approximately  50  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  times 
all  of  the  activities  were  engaged  in.  It  appears,  then,  that  at  leant 
half  of  the  activities  were  worthwhile  ones  since,  as  was  pointed  out 
on  page  1  of  Chapter  I,  parents  are  likely  to  become  more  helpful  and 
less  critical  concerning  education  as  their  knowledge  and  understanding 
of  school  activities  increase. 
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Facilitating  acquaintanceship.  The  group  of  activities  which  tend 
to  facilitate  acquaintanceship  between  parents  and  teachex-s  was  found  to 
have  been  engaged  in  four  hundred  times,  or  about  32  per  bent  of 
the  total  number  of  times  all  of  the  activities  were  engaged  in. 

While  those  activities  were  not  directly  concerned  with  the  achieve¬ 
ment  of  educational  purposes,  nevertheless  they  may  have  contributed  by 
bringing  parents  and  teachers  into  relationships  in  which  interchange  of 
educational  ideas  or  of  information  about  pupils  was  likely  to  take 
place.  Acquaintanceships  formed  between  parents  and  teachers  may  also 
have  helped,  in  some  cases,  to  prevent  feelings  of  hostility  from 
developing  between  them. 

The  two  types  of  activity  mentioned  above,  making;  information 
available  and  facilitating  acquaintanceship,  both  of  which  probably 
served  useful  educational  purposes,  together  accounted  for  about  eighty- 
two  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  times  planned  activities  of  all  types 
were  engaged  in  by  the  Associations. 

The  physical  well-being-  of  children,  fund-raising-,  and  entertain¬ 
ment,  The  groups  of  activities  concerned  with  (1)  the  physical  well¬ 
being  of  children,  (2)  fund-raising,  and  (3)  entertainment,  each  repre¬ 
sented  approximately  five  per  cent  of  the  total  activities. 

The  sixty-four  activities  concerned  with  the  physical  well-being 
of  children  appear,  because  of  their  nature  as  indicated  in  Table  XXVII, 
to  have  been  rather  remote  from  the  basic  purposes  with  which  the  public 


schools  are  concerned 
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Whether  the  sixty-throe  fund-raising  activities  were  worthwhile  one3 
or  not  would  depend  largely  on  the  purposes  for  which  the  funds  were  used. 
The  data  in  Table  XVIII  in  Chapter  VI  shows  that  almost  half  of  the  expend¬ 
itures  were  devoted  to  providing  school  equipment  and  awards  and  scholar¬ 
ships,  while  almost  half  were  devoted  to  Home  and  School  operating  expenses. 

In  Chapter  VI  reference  is  made  to  the  viewpoint  that  organizations 
other  than  school  boards  should  not  provide  funds  or  equipment  for  schools 
except  in  cases  in  which  useful  educational  aids  not  provided  by  the  boards 
are  made  available.  To  use  this  viewpoint  as  a  criterion  for  determining 
to  what  extent  the  spending  of  some  of  the  funds  for  equipment  for  the 
school  was  justified,  it  would  be  necessary  to  determine  to  what  extent 
useful  equipment  not  provided  by  the  boards  was  provided  by  the  Assoc¬ 
iations.  Unfortunately,  this  study  did  not  provide  the  type  of  data  needed 
to  solve  this  problem. 

The  sixty  entertainment  activities  indicated  in  Tables  XXVII  and 
XXVIII  included  forty-nine  plays  or  concerts  in  which  school  children  par¬ 
ticipated.  In  these  cases  educational  purposes  were  probably  served 
insofar  as  the  children  had  an  opportunity  in  them  to  display  school  learn¬ 
ing  and  to  gain  experience  from  their  public  appearances.  Concerning  the 
remaining  eleven  entertainment  activities  in  which  children  did  not  par¬ 
ticipate,  this  investigator  is  unable  to  find  justification  for  them  in 
terms  of  significant  educational  value. 

Encouraging  children  in  educational  achievements.  Activities 
designed  to  encourage  children  in  their  educational  achievements  were 
engaged  in  thirty -nine  times,  or  approximately  3  per  cent  of  the 
total  number  of  times  all  the  activities  were  engaged  in.  Awards  were 
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presented  to  students  twenty-six  times  and  graduation  exorcises  wore  held 
thirteen  time 3. 

Influencing  activities*  Only  one  influencing  activity,  the  framing 
of  a  resolution,  was  reported  in  response  to  Question  XI.  This  accounted 
for  only  .OS  per  cent  of  the  planned  activities  of  -the  Associations.  How¬ 
ever,  this  figure  may  be  misleading  if  it  is  not  understood  that  the  data 
presented  and  analyzed  in  this  section  are  concerned  only  with  planned 
activities  and  not  with  activities  which  may  have  arisen  incidentally  at 
meetings.  Actually,  as  indicated  in  Chapter  VI,  twenty- two  resolutions 
were  framed  by  fifteen  of  the  Associations  during  the  year  with  which  the 
study  is  concerned.  Apparently,  however,  in  only  one  instance  was  the 
framing  of  a  resolution  planned  in  advance. 

Furthermore,  it  should  be  kept  in  mind  that  the  data  of  Table  XXVII 
do  not  include  some  influencing  methods,  other  than  the  submission  of 
resolutions, which  were  indicated  in  Chapter  VI.  These  were  not  included 
in  this  table  because  they  were sparticipated  in  only  by  executive  members. 

J oint  activity  with  another  Association.  On  one  occasion  a  joint 
general  meeting  was  held  by  two  of  the  Associations.  Occasional  sharing 
of  meetings between  the  Associations  would  probably  serve  a  useful  purpose 
by  providing  a  way  for  the  members  to  share  ideas  concerning'  their  programs. 
Sometimes  a  joint  program  may  make  it  possible  for  members  to  participate 
in  a  special  program  which  may  only  be  available  once. 
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THE  TOPICS  COVERLID 

The  activities  discussed  in  the  previous  section  may  be  regarded 
as  the  methods  used  by  tho  Associations  in  dealing  with  the  subject- 
matter  or  areas  of  interest  which  they  were  concerned  with  in  their  pro¬ 
grams.  In  the  present  section,  data  concerning  the  subject-matter  itself 
is  presented  and  analysed  in  order  to  show  (1)  the  nature  of  the  topics 
covered,  and  (2)  the  relative  extent  to  which  each  broad  topical  area 
was  included. 

Source  of  the  data.  The  findings  were  obtained  from  responses 
given  to  a  check-list  of  topics  in  Question  XI,  the  items  of  which  were 
obtained  from  the  same  sources  as  were  previously  indicated  for  the  items 
in  the  check-list  of  activities.  The  respondents  were  requested  to 
indicate  the  number  ox  times  each  topic  listed  was  covered  in  their  pro¬ 
grams  as  a  result  of  planning  carried  out  in  advance  ox  the  meetings. 
Topics  which  may  have  arisen  incidentally  at  meetings  were  not  to  be 
indicated.  In  addition,  space  was  provided  in  which  the  frequencies  of 
topics  not  included  in  the  check-list  were  to  be  indicated. 

Treatment  of  the  data.  In  an  attempt  to  clarify  the  nature  of  the 
topics,  they  have  been  classified  into  sin  broad  groups.  The  topical 
area  covered  by  each  group  is  shown  in  Table  XXIX  along  with  the  number 
of  times  each  individual  topic  in  each  group  was  included  and  the  number 
of  Associations  reporting  its  inclusion.  In  Table  XXX  the  broad  groups 
of  topics  are  listed  and  the  relative  frequencies  of  occurrence  of  these 
groups  -  are  indie  at  ed . 
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TABLE  XXIX 

NUMBERS  OF  TIMES  TOPICS  TIER IS  INCLUDED  IN  PROGRAMS 
AND  NUMBERS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS  INCLUDING  THEM 


Topic 


Average* 

No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 

Times  Times  Associations 


The  Public  Education  of  children 


School  subjects  or  curriculum 

48 

0.39 

34 

The  Continuous  Progress  Plan 

35 

0.65 

30 

The  Cameron  Report 

29 

0.53 

25 

Report  cards 

27 

0.50 

22 

School  libraries 

25 

0.46 

23 

Educational  responsibilities  of 

parents 

23 

0.43 

19 

School  facilities  and  equipment 

20 

0.37 

13 

Education  of  handicapped  or 

retarded  children 

18 

0.33 

15 

Homework 

17 

0.31 

14 

Preschool  children 

15 

0.27 

15 

Streaming  systems 

15 

0.27 

14 

Education  of  gifted  children 

13 

0.24 

11 

School  testing  procedures 

12 

0.22 

11 

Clothing  requirements  at  school 

12 

0.22 

10 

Local  school  administrative 

policies 

12 

0.22 

7 

Vocations  and  careers 

10 

0.19 

10 

Problems  concerning  school  dress 

10 

0.19 

8 

The  purposes  of  education 

9 

0.17 

7 

Attempting  to  influence  the  school 

board  or  teaching  staff  concerning 

buildings  and  equipment 

8 

0.15 

8 

Religious  education 

6 

0.11 

4 

Comparisons  of  educational  systems 

of  different  countries 

5 

0.09 

5 

Problems  ox  high  school  students 

4 

0.07 

4 

School  board  activities 

4 

0.07 

4 

Future  plans  for  Edmonton  schools 

4 

0.07 

4 

*  Average  for  all  fifty-four  of  the  Associations 
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TABLE  XXIX  (continued) 


Topic 

No.  of 
Times 

Average 
No.  of 
Times 

No.  of 
Associations 

Problems  concerning  teachers 

4 

0.07 

3 

Educational  rights  and 
responsibilities 

3 

0.06 

3 

Extracurricular  activities 

2 

0.04 

2 

Attempting  to  influence  the  school 
board  ox-  teaching  staff  concerning 
curriculum  and  instruction 

2 

0.04 

1 

Attempting  to  influence  the  board 
or  teaching  staff  concerning 
extracurricular  activities 

2 

0.04 

1 

The  Alberta  Teachers'  Association 

1 

0.02 

1 

School  counselling 

1 

0.02 

1 

Kindergartens 

1 

0.02 

1 

Problems  encountered  by  children 
in  learning  to  read. 

1 

0.02 

1 

Bursaries,  awards,  and  financial 
assistance  for  students 

1 

0.02 

1 

Overvie?/  of  the  school  program 
for  the  year 

1 

0.02 

1 

Educational  needs  of  the  community 

0 

- 

0 

Influencing  the  board  or  teaching 
staff  concerning  administration 
and  finance 

0 

0 

Total 

400 

333 

The  Child's  Physical  Welfare  Outside  of 

the  School 

Safety  precautions 

38 

0.70 

25 

Pedal  Pushers'  Club 

36 

0.67 

26 

Health  of  the  child  (for  example , 

fluoridation) 

32 

0.59 

26 

Camping 

2 

0.04 

2 

Safe  operation  of  school  buses 

1 

0.02 

1 

Water  safety 

1 

0.02 

1 

Artificial  respiration:  mouth 

to  mouth 

1 

0.02 

1 

Total 

111 

82 
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TABLE  XXIX  (continued) 


Topic 

No.  of 
Times 

Average 
No.  of 
Times 

No.  of 
Associations 

Understanding  of  Child  Behaviour 

Child  psychology  (general  behaviour 

of  children) 

22 

0.41 

20 

Individual  differences  among 

children 

12 

0.22 

11 

Problem  children 

12 

0.22 

10 

Child  discipline 

8 

0.15 

7 

Respect  for  authority 

1 

0.02 

1 

Total 

55 

49 

Remote  from  or  Unrelated  to  the  Public 
Education  of  children 

Travel  talks  and/or  films 

16 

0.29 

15 

UNICEF 

7 

0.13 

7 

Wild  life  of  Alberta 

7 

0.13 

7 

Parent  education 

7 

0.13 

7 

Community  league  activities  or 
problems 

7 

0.13 

6 

Community  recreational  facilities 

3 

0.06 

3 

Alcoholism 

1 

0.02 

1 

Rehabilitation  of  criminals 

1 

0.02 

1 

Parents'  leisure  time  activities 

1 

0*02 

1 

Work  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 

1 

0*02 

1 

Missions  in  Peru 

1 

0.02 

1 

Survival  in  the  Arctic  (R.C.A.P.) 

1 

0.02 

1 

Activities  of  the  Y.M.C.A. 

0 

- 

0 

Credit  Unions 

0 

- 

0 

United  Nations 

0 

0 

Total 

53 

51 
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TABLE  XXIX  (continued) 


Average 

No. of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Topic 

Times 

Times 

Associations 

The  Home  and  School  Association 

Purposes  end  activities  of  the 
Home  and  School  Association 

24 

0.44 

15 

Suggestions  for  future  programs 
Setting  objectives  for  the  local 

18 

0.33 

11 

associations 

6 

0.11 

5 

Total 

48 

31 

Childrens  Out-of-School  Activities 

Parents’  or  children’s  reading 
at  home 

6 

0.11 

5 

Television:  its  uses  and  effects 
Responsibilities  of  the  community 

5 

0.09 

5 

concerning  children 

5 

0.09 

4 

Junior  and  the  family  car 

2 

0.04 

2 

Children’ s  leisure-time  activities 

1 

0.02 

1 

Objectionable  literature 

1 

0.02 

1 

Total 

20 

18 

Total  for  all  topics 

687 
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TABLE  XXX 

NUMBERS  AND  PERCENTAGES  OF  TIMES  TOPICAL  AREAS 
WERE  INCLUDED  IN  PROGRAMS 

Topical  Areas  Included  No.  of  Times  Per  Cent 

1.  The  public  education  of  children  400  58.2 

2.  Tne  child's  physical  welfare  outside 

of  the  school  111  16.2 

3.  Understanding;  of  child  behaviour  55  8.0 

4.  Remote  from  or  unrelated  to  the  public 

education  of  children  53  7.7 

5.  Tlie  Home  and  School  Association  43  7.0 

6.  Children's  out-of-school  activities  20  2.9 

6S7 


Total 
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The  public  education  of  children.  If  it  is  accepted  as  true  that 
a  well-informed  public  is  more  likely  to  support  public  education  than  a 
poorly  informed  public,  then  it  may  be  concluded,  from  analysis  of  the 
data,  that  the  Home  and  School  Associations  performed  a  valuable  educational 
service  by  devoting  a  large  portion  of  their  program  to  attempts  to 
enlighten  parents  concerning  educational  principles  end  practices.  Study 
of  the  data  in  Tables  XXIX  and  XXX  indicates  that  topics  concerned  with 
this  function  represented  approximately  58  per  cent  of  the  total  number 
of  times  all  topics  were  used. 

This  finding  provides  support  for  the  finding  reported  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  section  that  the  group  of  activities  most  widely  engaged  in  was  the 
group  concerned  with  making  educational  information  available  to  parents. 

It  takes  on  further  significance  in  view  of  a  finding  reported  by  Coffin 
in  1959  that  Edmonton  Home  and  School  members  were  found  to  be  the  best- 

informed  group  concerning  education  of  all  the  various  groups  into  which 

he  classified  Edmonton  adults.  The  heavy  emphasis  found  in  the  present 

study  to  have  been  placed  on  topics  concerned  with  the  public  education 

of  children  provides  an  explanation  for  Coffin's  finding. 

Topical  areas  two  to  six  of  Table  XXX.  If  relevance  to  the  education 
of  school-age  children  is  used  as  a  criterion  of  the  suitabilit  y  of  topics 
for  inclusion  in  Home  and  School  programs,  then  the  topical  areas  listed 
in  Table  XXX  as  numbers  two,  three,  five  and  six  all  appear  to  be  suffic- 


E.R. Coffin,  "An  Investigation  of  the  Amount  of  Knowledge  Possessed 
by  the  Public  Concerning  the  Schools"  (unpublished  Master's  thesis, 
University  of  Alberta,  Edmonton.  1959. ) 
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iontly  related  to  justify  their  inclusion  to  some  extent.  With  the  possible 
excoption  of  number  two,  they  do  not  appear  to  have  received  undue  emphasis. 
Topics  concerned  with  the  understanding  of  child  behaviour  were  covered 
fifty-five  times  or  8  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  times  all  topics 
were  used.  Topics  dealing  with  the  Home  and  School  Association  were 
included  forty-eight  times,  or  7  per  cent  of  the  total.  Topics  on  children's 
out-of-school  activities  were  used  twenty  times  or  approximately  3  per  cent 
of  the  total.  The  extent  to  which  item  number  tv/o  of  the  table  was  used, 

111  times,  or  approximately  16  per  cent  of  the  total,  seems  excessive  in 
view  of  the  likelihood  that  the  child* s  physical  welfare  outside  of  the 
school  is  more  a  matter  of  parental  concern  than  of  concern  for  the  schools. 

The  topics  classified  as  being  remote  from  or  unrelated  to  the  public 
education  of  children  were  covered  fifty-three  times  or  close  to  8  per  cent 
of  the  total  number  of  times  all  topics  were  covered.  If  a  maximum  con¬ 
tribution  to  education  were  to  be  made,  the  place  these  topics  occupied 
in  Home  and  School  programs  probably  should  have  been  occupied  by  other 
topics  having  greater  relevance  to  the  education  of  school-age  children. 
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CHAPTER  VIII 


CONCLUSIONS 


In  this  chapter  a  number  of  conclusions  based,  on  the  principal  find' 
ings  of  the  investigation  are  presented. 

1.  vnalysis  of  the  activities  of  the  Edmonton  Associations  shows 
that  the  main  function  served  by  them  was  that  of  enlightening  parents 
concerning  educational  principles  and  practices.  About  50  per  cent  of  ’the 
activities  and  about  58  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  times  the  various 
topics  were  used  were  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  informing  parents  con¬ 
cerning  education.  Of  the  activities  which  contributed  to  achievement 

of  this  purpose,  the  most  frequently  employed  were: 

(i)  lectures  or  talks 

(ii)  tours  of  classrooms 

(iii)  school  displays 

(iv)  individual  discussions  of  problems  with  teachers 

(v)  film  presentations 

(vi)  panel  discussions  or  debates 

(vii)  demonstrations  of  school  activities 

(viii)  committee  and  study  group  reports 

(ix)  buzz  sessions 

In  view  of  the  current  emphasis  by  educational  writers  on  an 
informed  public  being  an  important  means  of  obtaining  public  support  for 
school  programs,  it  appears  that  the  Associations,  in  helping  to  fulfil 
this  function,  were  making  a  significant  contribution  to  education. 
Furthermore,  it  seems  probable  that  this  aspect  of  Home  and  School  work 
would  make  parents  better  equipped  to  guide  and  motivate  their  children 
with  their  studies. 

2.  The  Associations  appeared  to  be  contributing  to  local  public 


education  by  including  in  their  programs  a  number  of  activities  which 
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tend  to  facilitate  acquaintance 3hip  between  parents  and  teachers.  About 
32  por  cent  of  the  activities  were  directed  towards  this  purpose.  These 
seem  likely  to  contribute  to  education  insofar  as  dev  elopmont  of  acquaint¬ 
anceship  between  parents  and  teachers  should  lead  to  (1)  a  freer  exchange 
of  ideas  and  information,  (2)  greater  cooperation  between  parents  and 
teachers,  and  (3)  reduction  of  conflicts  between  parents  and  teachers. 

3.  Host  of  the  activities  engaged  in  were  likely  to  contribute 
to  the  primary  objectives  of  public  education  as  defined  in  this  study. 

In  support  of  this  conclusion  was  the  finding  that  the  groups  of  activities 
tending  to  enlighten  parents  and  to  facilitate  acquaintanceship  between 
parents  and  teachers  together  accounted  for  over  80  per  cent  of  the 
total  number  of  times  all  activities  were  engaged  in. 

4.  Topics  classified  as  being  remote  from  or  unrelated  to  the 
public  education  of  children  represented  close  to  8  per  cent  of  the  total 
frequency  of  occurrence  of  all  of  the  topics.  Hence,  the  hypothesis  that 
some  of  the  activities  engaged  in  by  the  Associations  contributed  little 
or  nothing  to  the  education  of  school-age  children  is  accepted  as  valid. 

If  a  maximum  contribution  to  education  were  to  be  made,  the  place  these 
activities  occupied  in  Home  and  School  programs  should  have  been  occupied 
by  other  activities  having  greater  relevance  to  the  education  of  school- 
age  children. 

5.  A  serious  weakness  of  the  Associations  was  the  small  number 
of  parents  participating  in  their  activities.  The  data  obtained 
indicate  that  only  about  15  per  cent  of  the  parents  of  school-age  children 
were  members  and  an  average  of  about  10  per  cent  attended  meetings. 
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While  some  of  tlio  benefits  of  tho  Associations'  activities  may  bo 
derived  independently  of  the  number  of  participants,  many,  including 
parental  enlightenment  concerning  education  and  parental  acquaintanceship 
with  teachers,  appeal'  to  be  largely  restricted  to  the  persons  actually 
participating.  For  example,  persons  not  in  attendance  at  a  meeting  do 
not  have  an  opportunity  to  follow  the  detailed  explanations  of  an 
authoritative  speaker  or  to  question  him  in  order  to  have  complex  topics 
clarified.  Moreover,  acquaintanceship  cannot  be  facilitated  betv/een 
parents  and  teachers  who  are  not  in  attendance  at  meetings.  Consequently, 
the  hypothesis  that  much  of  the  potentiality  of  the  Home  and  School 
movement  for  improving-  the  quality  of  education  is  not  made  use  of 
because  of  the  low  percentage  of  parents  participating-  is  accepted  as 
valid. 

6.  Hie  attendance  of  teachers  at  meetings,  on  a  percentage  basis, 
was  high  compared  to  the  attendance  of  parents.  Y/hereas  the  average 
attendance  of  mothers,  who  attended  better  than  the  fathers,  was  thirty- 
nine  or  14  per  cent  of  the  potential  attendance  of  mothers,  for 
teachers  the  average  attendance  was  seven  or  42  per  cent  of  the  potential 
attendance  of  teachers.  Compared  on  a  percentage  basis,  then,  the  ratio 
of  teachers  in  attendance  compared  to  the  highest-attending  group  of 
parents.,  was  three  to  one.  Nevertheless,  since  less  than  half  of  the 
teachers  attended,  the  hypothesis  implying  that  the  low  attendance  of 
teachers  may  be  partly  responsible  for  the  ineffective  aspects  of  Home 

and  School  work  may  have  some  validity. 

7.  Male  participation  was  low.  The  average  male  attendance  at 

general  meetings  was  nineteen  or  7  per  cent  of  the  potential  attend- 
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an co  figure  for  males  whereas  the  average  attendance  figure  for  fomales 
was  thirty-nine  or  14  por  cent.  There  were,  then,  on  the  average  about 
tva.ee  as  many  females  as  males  in  attendance  at  the  meetings. 

8.  Principals  appear  to  have  boon  well  represented  in  the  local 
Home  and  School  activities.  All  of  the  Associations  indicated  that  their 
principals  attended  more  than  half  of  the  general  meetings  while  fifty 
Associations  indicated  that  more  than  half  of  their  executive  meetings 
were  attended  by  their  principals. 

8.  Study  group  activities  were  not  engaged  in  extensively  by 
the  Edmonton  Associations*  Only  twenty  of  the  fifty -four  sample  Assoc¬ 
iations  had  study  groups  operating  and  the  average  number  of  parti ci- 
p  ants  in  these  groups  was  only  4.3  or  5  per  cent  of  their  average 
membership.  However ,  it  need  not  be  assumed  that  only  the  participants 
benefited  from  the  study  group  activities.  Some  benefits  may  also  have 
been  derived  by  others  through  reports  on  findings  presented  at  general 
and  executive  meetings  or  through  changes  which  may  have  been  brought 
about  as  a  result  of  some  of  the  studies.  Nevertheless,  a  greater  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  enlightenment  ox  parents  concerning  education  would 
probably  have  been  achieved  if  a  larger  number  of  Associations  and  of 
individual  parents  had  engaged  in  study  group  activities* 

10.  Most  of  the  topics  investigated  by  the  study  groups  were 
closely  related  to  basic  educational  objectives  as  these  objectives  are 
defined  in  Chapter  I.  Only  two  studies,  both  of  which  dealt  with  pupil 
safety,  might  be  considered  not  closely  related  to  basic  school  object¬ 
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11.  Many  Associations  failed  to  employ  some  procram  planning  pro¬ 
cedures  which  are  widely  regarded  as  being  necessary  in  efficient  program 
planning.  For  example,  less  than  half  of  them  planned  their  entire  year's 
programs  early  in  the  year  or  for  at  least  three  months  at  a  time.  Further¬ 
more,  only  about  17  per  cent  made  a  deliberate  effort  to  study  their 
communities'  educational  needs  in  order  to  determine  what  should  be 
included  in  their  programs. 

12.  Opportunity  usually  was  provided  for  teachers  and  principals 
to  submit  their  opinions  concerning  programs  to  the  program  planning 
committees.  Tills  is  indicated  by  the  finding  that  teachers  or  principals 
were  represented  on  the  program  planning  committees  of  39  per  cent  of 
the  Associations. 

12.  Participation  in  the  various  fa,ct-finding,  .policy-making  and 
influencing  tasks  undertaken  at  levels  of  the  organization' s  operations 
beyond  the  local  level  was  not  shared  in  extensively  by  all  of  the  Assoc¬ 
iations.  Fifteen  per  cent  of  the  Associations  were  not  represented  at 
any  meetings  of  the  Edmonton  Council,  for  example,  while  57  per  cent 
were  represented  at  less  than  five  Council  meetings  out  of  nine  held 
during  the  year.  Only  54  per  cent  were  represented  at  the  Annual  Con¬ 
vention,  only  20  per  cent  at  the  Banff  Workshop,  and  only  15  per  cent 
sent  delegates  to  both  of  these  gatherings. 

14.  Tlie  framing  of  resolutions  for  submission  to  the  Edmonton 
Council  and  to  the  Alberta  Federation  was  not  engaged  in  extensively. 

Only  28  per  cent  of  the  Associations  presented  resolutions  to  Home 
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and  School  gathering  ;s  at  the  regional  and  provincial  levels.  The  average 
number  of  resolutions  presented  by  theso  Associations  was  1.5* 

15.  Most  of  the  resolutions  submitted  were  relevant  to  the  public 
education  of  school-ago  children.  Of  nineteen  topics  indicated,  eleven 
wore  classified  as  being  clearly  relevant,  seven  as  being  indirectly 
related,  and  one  as  having  no  apparent  application  to  the  education  of 
children. 

16.  The  publication,  Alberta  Home  and  School  Hews,  was  not 
extensively  l^ead.  While  93  per  cent  of  the  Associations  distributed 
it  to  some  extent  among  their  memberships,  the  data  obtained  indicate 
that  less  than  23  per  cent  of  the  average  membership  read  the  pub¬ 
lication  and  received  any  of  the  information  or  enlightenment  contained 
therein. 

17.  Only  a  small  number  of  the  Associations  engaged  in  activities 
intended  to  bring  about  changes  in  school  policies  or  practices  by 
influencing  principals,  school  boards,  or  the  Department  of  Education 

in  various  ways.  The  data  indicate  that  thirteen  Associations,  or 
24  per  cent,  engaged  in  activities  of  this  nature.  Furthermore,  most  of 
the  changes  sought  appear  to  have  been  reasonable  ones  for  citizens  to 
seek  on  behalf  of  local  children. 

18.  In  view  of  the  finding  that  at  least  67  per  cent  of  the 
Associations  held  only  one  special  fund-raising  project  during  the 
year  and  7  per  cent  did  not  hold  any  fund-raising  projects,  it  may 

be  concluded  that  in  general  fund-raising  was  not  unduly  emphasized  by 
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tho  Associations.  Furthermore,  in  assessing  the  extensiveness  of  fund- 
raising;  among  tho  Associations,  consideration  should  bo  given  to  tho 
fact  that  most  of  the  methods  used  to  obtain  funds  served  tho  additional 
function  of  enabling  parents  and  teachers  to  develop  acquaintanceship  with 
on o  another. 

Hie  22  per  cent  of  the  Associations  which  hold  two  or  three  fund- 
raising;  projects  probably  were  giving  undue  emphasis  to  fund-raising, 
if  the  viewpoint  is  accepted  that  provision  of  funds  or  equipment  for  the 
schools  should  not  be  a  major  function  of  Home  and  School  Associations. 

19.  Approximately  50  per  cent  of  the  Associations'  funds  were 
spent  on  local  oporahing  costs  and  the  payment  of  dues  to  the  Alberta 
Federation.  About  46  per  cent  were  devoted  to  providing  equipment  for 
the  schools,  mainly  books  and  audio-visual  aids.  Three-and-a-half  per 
cent  of  the  funds  were  allocated  to  providing  student  awards  and 
scholarships.  Half  of  1  per  cent  was  donated  to  organizations  unassoc¬ 
iated  with  the  Home  and  School  movement. 

20.  Improvements  could  have  been  made  in  the  methods  used  by  the 
Associations  to  obtain  publicity  for  their  activities.  For  example,  of 
the  publicity  methods  employed  relatively  frequently,  that  of  making 
telephone  calls  to  parents  was  the  least  frequently  used,  although  it 
appears  to  Imve  produced  better  results  then  the  others  in  terms  of  the 
average  number  of  persons  attending  the  meetings. 

21.  Analysis  of  the  opinions  of  respondents  to  the  questionnaire 
indicates  that  the  following  were  considered  to  be  problems  for  a  majority 
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of  tho  Associations i 

(1)  small  attendances  at  meetings. 

(2)  the  unwillingness  of  suitable  persons  to  accept  executive 
positions. 

(3)  the  scarcity  of  male  members. 

22.  Analysis  of  the  opinions  of  respondents  indicates  that  the 
following  were  not  considered  to  be  problems  for  a  majority  of  the 
Associations: 

(1)  lack  of  interest  or  lack  of  cooperation  on  the  part  of 
principals  and  teachers. 

(2)  complaining  and  quarreling  at  meetings  to  the  extent  that 
they  were  detrimental  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  Assoc¬ 
iations. 

(3)  irrelevance  of  programs  to  the  education  of  school-age 
children. 
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APPENDIX  A 

A  SURVEY  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  THE  ACTIVITIES 
OF  EDMONTON'S  HOMS  AND  SCHOOL  ASSOCIATIONS 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

Directions:  This  questionnaire  should  be  completed  preferably  by  last 
year's  Recording  Secretary  or  President.  If  this  is  not 
possible  someone  vdio  v/as  active  on  last  year's  executive, 
or  a  group,  may  complete  it.  Please  be  as  accurate  as 
possible  in  answering  each  question.  If  precise  information 
is  not  available  for  any  question,  answer  to  the  best  of  your 
ability.  The  questions  all  refer  to  the  period  from  September, 
1960  to  June,  1961. 

I 

1.  What  is  the  name  of  your  local  association?  _ _ _ _ 

2.  With  what  type  of  school  organization  is  your  group  associated? 
(elementary,  junior  high,  elementary  and  junior  high,  senior  high) 

3.  How  n&ny  general  and  executive  meetings  were  held  during  the  period 

from  September,  1960  to  Juno,  1961?  General  _ _ _ 

Executive  _ _ _ 

4.  What  was  the  average  length  of  your  meetings? _ 

5.  How  many  of  your  paid-up  members  were  (1)  men?  _ ;(2)  women? _ ; 

(3)  teachers? _ . 

6.  What  was  the  approximate  average  attendance  during  this  period  (1)  of 

men?  _ ;  (2)  of  women?  _ ;  (3)  of  teachers?  _ _ • 
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7.  How  many  teachers  were  employed  during  this  period  in  the  school 

represented  by  your  association?  _ 

II 

1.  Were  any  study  groups  (groups  set  up  for  intensive  study  of  topics 
or  problems)  in  operation  within  your  association  during  1960-61? 

Answer  yes  or  no, _ 

2,  Indicate  the  topics  studied  by  these  groups  and  the  number  of 
meetings  held  on  each  topic. 

Topics  Ho,  of  meetings. 


3.  Wer e  the  findings  of  these  study  groups  usually  reported  (1)  to  your 
membership?  _ _ _ ;  (2)  to  your  executive? _ . 

Ill 

1.  hid  the  principal  of  the  local  school  attend  your  general  and  executive 
meetings  regularly  (more  than  half)?  Answer  yes  or  no. 

General  meetings  _ _ 

Executive  meetings  _ _ 

2.  How  many  teachers  from  the  local  school  served  in  (1)  the  executive 

committee? _ _ ;  (2)  other  committees? _ ;  (3)  study 

groups? _ . 

3.  How  many  non-teacher  members  served  in  (1)  the  executive  committee? 

_ ;  (2)  other  committees?  _ ;  (3)  study  groups?  _ . 
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TV 

1.  Were  the  teaching  staff  and  principal  introduced  to  the  membership 

before  your  third  meeting  was  held?  Answer  yes  or  no.  _ 

2*  How  many  of  your  general  meetings  were  devoted  mainly  or  entirely  to 

social  activities  such  as  games  or  parties?  _ 

3.  Were  refreshments  served  at  the  conclusion  of  all  or  most  of  your 

general  meetings?  Answer  yes  or  no.  _ 

V 

1.  Were  your  activities  planned: 

(1)  for  the  entire  year  vefore  the  second, 

general  meeting  took  place?  (  ) 

(2)  each  month  as  they  became  due?  (  ) 

(3)  otherwise?  (please  explain)  (  ) 

Check  (  </)  the  appropriate  response  or 
responses. 

2.  How  did  you  decide  what  to  include  in  your  program?  Check  U)  whi ch- 
ever  of  these  methods  you  used  in  deciding. 

(1)  by  first  making  a  study  of  your 

community's  educational  needs  (  ) 

(2)  by  considering  suggestions  obtained 

from  Home  and  School  officials,  bulletins 
or  literature  (  ) 

(3)  by  considering  suggestions  from  your 

members.  (  ) 

(4)  other  methods,  (please  specify)  (  ) 


3.  Was  the  teaching  staff  or  the  principal  of  the  local  school  repre¬ 
sented  on  your  program  planning  committee?  Answer  yes  or  no.  _ 
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VI 

1.  At  how  many  regional  or  Council  meetings  was  your  association 

represented  between  September,  19G0,  and  June,  1S61?  _ 

2.  Was  your  association  represented  at  (1)  the  Annual  Convention?  _ ; 

(2)  the  Banff  Workshop?  _ . 

3.  Was  it  your  policy  to  have  your  delegates  report  to  your  (l)  executive 

committee?  _ ;  (2)  general  meetings?  _ . 

Answer  yes  or  no. 

4.  When  letters  or  circulars  containing-  instructions,  suggestions  or 
requests  from  the  provincial  and  city-wide  levels  of  the  Association 
were  received,  did  your  executive  attempt  to  comply  with  them? 

(a)  approximately  what  percentage  of  the  above  were  read  to  or  by 
executive  committee?  Please  check  (V) 


(1)  30%  to  100% 

( 

) 

(2)  50%  to 

79% 

( 

) 

(3)  25%  to 

49% 

( 

) 

(4)  0%  to 

24% 

( 

) 

lb) 

approximately  what  percentage  of  the  letters  and  circulars 

led 

to 

some  action  being  taken  by  your  association? 

(1)  80%  to  100% 

( 

) 

(2)  50%  to 

79% 

( 

) 

(3)  25%  to 

49% 

( 

) 

(4)  0%  to 

25% 

( 

) 

Were 

any  resolutions  submitted  by  your  association  to  the  city, 

pre 

1  — 

vincial,  or  national  levels  of  the  Home  and  School  organization 
during  the  past  year?  Answer  yes  or  no. 


r:  . ' .  .  .11  :  1.1 .  ■ :  c  '  .  . 

•:  ->  ?  , 

' 

'  .  ■  •  :  v  :  .....  • ..  : 

viM":  . ..  ,  }  -mu-  ■  'xuoy  ,'l  o:>  v/G'  ::j 

c .  .....  ■,  ;  " .  .  .1 . . 

. 

e  i;o‘-  .'.  .'  '■  i  ^ :  /i-tvC 

;..o  :  . 

'  o  .....  C  ■■  ',  V'  -  ..1.1  , 

■  .  i  ,  ■:  V'  ■  € . IJ  .  :.7-.:;r:.  1,:  yo'."  .1 . ■:  , 


:  ,  )  ■’.ox'.;,'.. 

:  1  1  7  '  C'.'  '  . 

. 

VM  '• 

■:  1 

■  .1  ;■  J  .  J. I. ; ,.)‘i  1 :■„■■■ -1 1  c:t"  Jo  o;,Q,$sv:>0"'Xri  dr.ih/  a  (c*J 

,  .11  .7:0.  'X ' ' "  V:;,;  '  •/  1.1:")' 


oJ 

. 

*  ,  V 

•  ;  0 

\  -  / 

•  .  c  :  1  -  .  .  .■ 

'  ....  ,7.  .  .  .  ..  .'i  :  'J  1  :  txJ-'V  r  '1.  1 .  *  .1  > ; .  vo  lo.  Iv 

.. 


137 


6.  If  tho  answer  to  G  is  yes,  please  indicate  the  purposes  of  these 
resolutions. 


7.  (a)  How  many  copies  of  each  issue  of  Alberta  Home  and  School  News  did 

your  association  receive  for  distribution  to  your  members?  _  (b)On 

the  average,  how  many  copies  of  each  issue  were  taken  home  by  your 
members? _ * 

VII 

1.  Has  any  action  been  taken  by  your  association  in  the  past  year  for  the 

purpose  of  changing  policies  or  practices  of  (1)  the  local  school? 
_ ;  (2)  the  school  board? _ ;  (3)  the  Department  of 

Educ  at  ion? _ . 

Answer  yes  or  no  in  each  case. 

2.  If  the  answer  to  any  or  all  parts  of  the  above  question  is  yes,  please 
state  which  policies  or  practices  your  association  was  attempting  to 
have  changed. 


3.  What  kind(s)  of  action  was  (were)  taken  in  attempting  to  influence  the 


organizations  mentioned  above  in  question  1? 
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VIII 

1.  Was  a  financial  budget  for  tho  year's  operations  prepared  prior  to 

your  third  general  meeting ?  Answer  yes  or  no.  _ 

2.  Hoy;  many  fund-raising  projects  v;ere  conducted  during  the  year? _ 

3.  How  many  of  these  prpjects  were  conducted  at  times  other  than  your 

regular  meeting  times?  _ 

4.  How  much  money  (including  fees)  was  raised  by  your  association 

during  tho  year?  _ 

5.  How  were  your  funds  raised? 

Uetnods  Used  Amount  Raised 

(1) _  _ _ 

(2) _ _ 

(3) _ _  _ _ 

6.  Approximately  what  amount  of  your  total  funds  were  used  for: 

Amount 

(1)  local  Home  and  School  operating  expenses?  _ 

(2)  dues  to  the  parent  organization?  _ _ _ 

(3)  purchase  of  books  for  the  school?  _ _ 

(4)  audio-visual  equipment?  _ 

(5)  sports  equipment?  _ _ 

(6)  provision  of  awards  and  scholarships?  _ 

(7)  other  purposes  (please  specify)?  _ 
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IX 

'.That  methods  woro  used  by  your  association  for  publicity  purposes? 

Please  check  (  /  ) 

(1)  announcements  in  the  local  paper  (  ) 

(2)  tela  phono  calls  to  parents  (  ) 

(3)  delivery  of  mimeographed  announcements  by 

children  to  their  parents  (  ) 

(4)  other  methods  (please  specify)  (  ) 


X 

The  following  are  frequently  considered  to  be  major  problems  of  Home  and 
School  Associations.  Please  write  the  number  one  (1)  after  those  which 
you  consider  to  be  serious  problems  for  your  association,  v/rite  the 
number  tv/o  (2)  after  those  you  consider  to  be  less  serious,  and  place  the 
number  three  (3)  after  those  which  you  do  not  consider  to  be  problems  for 


your  association. 

(1)  small  average  attendance  at  general  meetings  (  ) 

(2)  too  few  male  members  (  ) 

(3)  insufficient  interest  shown  by  teachers  (  ) 

(4)  the  principal  does  not  cooperate  (  ) 

(5)  unwillingness  of  suitable  persons  to  accept 

executive  positions  (  ) 

(6)  reluctance  of  members  to  participate  in 

group  study  activities  (  ) 

(7)  disagreements  or  disputes  among  members  (  ) 
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(S)  shortage  of  funds  (  ) 

(9)  uncertainty  regarding  the  value  or  effective¬ 
ness  of  the  activities  included  in  your  program(  ) 

(10)  programs  deal  too  often  with  matters  of 


little  educational  value  (  ) 

(11)  meetings  not  started  on  time  (  ) 

(12)  too  many  complaints  made  concerning  the 

teacliing  staff  (  ) 

(13)  too  many  complaints  made  concerning  the 

school  building  and  equipment  (  ) 

(14)  other  problems  (please  specify)  (  ) 


XI 

Below  are  listed  a  number  of  program  activities  and  topics.  Place  a  one 
(1)  beside  each  item  which  was  included  once  in  your  program  from 
September  1960,  to  June  1961,  place  a  two  (2)  beside  each  item  which  was 
included  twice,  a  three  (3)  for  three  times,  and  so  on.  Include  only 
those  activities  or  topics  which  were  part  of  your  planned  program,  not 
those  which  sometimes  arise  incidentally  during  a  meeting. 


Activities.  No.  of  Times 

1.  Lectures  or  talks  (  ) 

2.  Reports  on  workshops  or  conventions  (  ) 

3.  Introduction  of  teacliing  staff  (  ) 

4.  Presentation  of  awards  to  students  (  ) 

5.  Whist  drives  (  ) 

6.  Tea  parties  (exclude  refreshments  at  general  meetings  (  ) 
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7.  Bazaars  (  ) 

8.  Film  presentations  (  ) 

9.  Selling  of  vitamin  pills  (  ) 

10..  Tours  of  classrooms  (  ) 

11.  Panel  discussions  or  debates  (  ) 

12.  Displays  (for  example,  children's  work,  equipment,  books)  (  ) 

13.  Concerts  or  plays  performed  by  children  (  ) 

14.  Entertainment  (music,  dancing,  games,  etc.)  not  provided 

by  children  (  ) 

15.  Spelling  bees:  children  (  ) 

16.  Spelling  bees:  adults  (  ) 

17.  Listening  to  recordings  (  ) 

18.  Demonstration  lessons  *  (  ) 

19.  Demonstrations  of  school  activities  by  students  (  ) 

20.  Parents  invited  to  discuss  their  problems  with  teachers  (  ) 

21.  Buzz  sessions  (small  discussion  groups)  (  ) 

22.  Cake  baking  contests  (  ) 

23.  Refreshments  at  meetings  (  ) 

24.  Committee  or  study  group  reports  (  ) 

25.  Graduation  exercises  (  ) 

26.  Framing  resolutions  (  ) 

27.  Other  activities  (please  specify)  (  ) 
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Topics 

1.  Alcoholism  (  ) 

2.  Education  of  handicapped  or  retarded  children  (  ) 

3.  Education  of  gifted  children  (  ) 

4.  Educational  responsibilities  of  parents  (  ) 

5.  School  subjects  or  curriculum  (  ) 

6.  U.N.I.C.E.F.  (United  Nations'  International  Children's 

Emergency  Fund)  (  ) 

7.  Safety  precautions  (  ) 

8*  Report  cards  (  ) 

9.  School  testing  procedures  (  ) 

10*  Individual  difference  among  children  (  ) 

11.  Problems  concerning  teachers  (  ) 

12.  Local  school  administrative  policies  (  ) 

13.  Health  of  the  child  (for  example,  nutrition,  fluoridation)  (  ) 

14.  Child  psychology  (general  behaviour  of  children)  (  ) 

15.  Problem  children  (  ) 

16.  Child  discipline  (  ) 

17.  Setting  objectives  for  the  local  association  (  ) 

18.  School  libraries  (  ) 

19.  .  Suggestions  for  future  programs  (  ) 

20.  Responsibilities  of  the  community  concerning  children  (  ) 

21.  Problems  of  high  school  students  (  ) 

22.  Parents'  or  children' s  reading  at  home  (  ) 

23.  Television:  its  uses  aid  effects  (  ) 
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24.  Wild  life  of  Alberta  (  ) 

25.  Tne  purposes  of  education  (  ) 

26.  Travel  talks  and/or  films  (  ) 

27.  Rehabilitation  of  criminals  (  ) 

28.  Homework  (  ) 

29.  The  Cameron  Report  (  ) 

30.  Community  league  activities  or  problems  (  ) 

31.  Children's  leisure-time  activities  (  ) 

32.  Parents’  leisure-time  activities  (  ) 

33.  Vocations  and  careers  (  ) 

34.  School  Board  activities  (  ) 

35.  The  Alberta  Teachers’  Association  (  ) 

36.  Comparisons  of  educational  systems  of  different  countries  (  ) 

37.  Streaming  systems  (  ) 

38.  United  Nations  (  ) 

39.  Educational  rights  and  responsibilities  (  ) 

40.  The  Continuous  Progress  Plan  (  ) 

41.  School  facilities  and  equipment  (  ) 

42.  Purposes  and  activities  of  the  Home  and  School  Association  (  ) 

43.  Activities  of  the  Y.M. C.A.  (  ) 

44.  Work  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau  (  ) 

45.  Pedal  Pushers'  Club  (  ) 

46.  Clothing  requirements  at  school  (  ) 

47.  Junior  and  the  family  car  (  ) 

48.  Respect  for  authority  (  ) 
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49.  Credit  unions  (  ) 

50.  Futuro  plans  for  Edmonton  schools  (  ) 

51 .  Camping  (  ) 

52.  Community  recreational  facilities  (  ) 

53.  Preschool  children  (  ) 

54.  Parent  education  (  ) 

55.  Educational  needs  of  the  community  (  ) 

56.  Extracurricular  activities  (  ) 

57.  Religious  education  (  ) 

58.  Problems  concerning  school  dress  (  ) 

59.  Attempting  to  influence  the  School  Board  or  teaching 
staff  concerning: 

(1)  curriculum  and  instruction  (  ) 

(2)  extracurricular  activities  (  ) 

(3)  administration  and  finance  (  ) 

(4)  buildings  and  equipment  (  } 

60.  Other  topics  (please  specify) 


XII 

For  the  reasons  given  in  the  accompanying  letter,  would  it  be  possible 
for  me  to  look  through  the  records  of  your  association's  activities  during 
1960-61?  Answer  yes  or  no. 
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XIII 

1.  If  this  questionnaire  has  been  completed,  by  ono  porson,  please 

indicate  his  or  her  position  (in  the  Association)  during  the  period 
from  September  1960  to  June  1961.  _ 

2.  If  this  questionnaire  has  been  completed  by  a  group,  please 

indicate  how  many  persons  were  in  the  group.  _ 
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APPENDIX  B 

LIST  OF  CRTPiRIA  FOR  EVALUATING  HOME  AND  SCHOOL  ASSOCIATIONS1 
I  Functions. 

1.  They  should  aid  teachers  and  administrators  in  fulfilling  their  respons¬ 
ibilities  in  the  education  of  school-age  children. 

2.  They  should  aid  parents  in  fulfilling  their  responsibilities  in  the 
education  of  their  children. 

3.  They  should  attempt  to  interpret  the  schools'  program  to  parents. 

4.  They  should  provide  insight  into  educational  forces  operating  outside 
of  the  schools. 

5.  They  should  help  to  coordinate  school  and  out-of-school  activities. 

6.  They  should  facilitate  acquaintance  between  parents  and  teachers. 

7.  They  should  promote  understanding  between  parents  and  teachers  con¬ 

cerning  their  respective  problems  and  tasks. 

8.  They  should  serve  as  a  means  of  communication  between  the  home  and  the 

SChOOl. 

9.  They  should  provide  teachers  with  insight  into  the  autside-of  -school 
life  of  the  children. 

10.  They  should  reduce  parent-teacher  conflicts. 

11.  They  should  seek  to  achieve  cooperation  between  parents  and  teachers. 

12.  They  should  attempt  to  raise  the  standards  of  home  life. 

13.  They  should  attempt  to  improve  the  welfare  of  children  and  youth. 


This  list  of  criteria  was  prepared  by  the  ,  investigator  as  a  guide  for 
construction  of  the  questionnaire  used  in  this  study.  The  items  included 
were  derived  mainly  from  the  findings  and  opinions,  concerning  parent-teacher 
activities  indicated  in  Chapter  III. 
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II  Activities. 

1.  A  largo  percentage  of  parents  of  both  sexes  should  bo  included  in  the 
membership. 

2.  A  large  percentage  of  parents  of  both  sexes  should  be  actively  involved 
in  the  program. 

3.  A  largo  percentage  of  teachers  should  be  actively  involved. 

4.  Tlie  principal  should  be  actively  involved. 

5.  The  average  attendance  at  meetings  should  be  high. 

G.  Tlie  program  for  the  year  should  be  planned  prior  to  or  soon  after  the 
beginning  of  the  school  year. 

7.  Tlie  teaching  staff  and/or  the  principal  of  the  local  school  should 
participate  in  program  planning. 

8.  Planning  should  be  based  on  a  study  of  educational  needs# 

9.  Programs  should  be  focussed  on  relatively  few  needs* 

10.  A  varied  program  is  needed  to  maintain  interest. 

11.  Lecture  and  study  topics  should  be  closely  related  to  the  schools* 
program  or  to  the  general  welfare  of  children* 

12.  The  extent  to  which  each  topic  or  type  of  activity  is  included  should 

be  determined  by  its  relative  significance  for  the  achievement  of 
educational  objectives. 

13.  Activities  engaged  in  or  topics  studied  should  not  overlap  with  those 
of  other  agencies. 

14.  Entertainment  and  social  features  should  not  be  emphasized  out  of 
proportion  to  their  value. 


. 

<  ■'  w  j  dti  6  ,  ©; 


«J  .  .. 

/ 

«  .  . 

■”  '  '  4 " 

v'  ■  • 

* 

. 

•  ■  . , 

- 

•  . 

’  •  .  : 

« 

... 

X  Oi  •,  '  ■  L  ..  ,.t;  ■  : 


i  . 

■ 


. 


. 


148 


15.  An  unduly  prominent  place  should  not  bo  devoted  to  petty  local  matters. 

16.  The  number  of  meetings  held  during  the. year  should  not  be  less  than  the 
minimum  required  by  the  National  Organization. 

17.  Group  study  projects  should  be  included  in  the  program. 

18*  A  large  percentage  of  members  should  participate  in  group  study  projects. 

19.  Tlie  findings  of  sp  ecial  committees  or  study  groups  should  be  communicated 
to  the  members. 

20.  Lecture  topics  and  discussions  dealing  with  out-of-school  educational 
experiences  such  as  reading,  home  life,  church,  theater,  and  television 
should  be  included. 

21.  Activities  directed  to  the  improvement  of  standards  of  home  life  should 
be  included  in  the  program  for  the  year. 

22.  Teachers  should  be  introduced  to  the  membership  early  in  the  year. 

23.  Activities  or  programs  should  be  publicized  adequately. 

24.  Some  effort  should  be  made  to  arouse  and  sustain  interest  in  the 
A-ssociation. 

25.  Competent  leadership  is  needed  in  all  phases  of  the  work. 

26.  Friction  or  petty  quarreling  should  be  avoided  among  members. 

27.  The  activities  should  be  helpful  rather  than  critical  or  interfering- 
in  nature. 

28.  Members  should  not  be  permitted  to  make  complaints  concerning  the 
local  school  at  general  meetings. 

29.  Opinions  should  sometimes  be  offered  to  school  officials  concerning 
where  the  schools  fail  or  succeed. 

30.  Resolutions  should  be  sent  in  to  city  and  provincial  levels  of  the 
Home  and  School  organization  for  the  improvement  of  education. 
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31.  Messages  or  reports  from  tho  city,  provincial,  and  national  levels  of 
the  organization  should  be  communicated  to  the  members. 

32.  City,  provincial,  and  national  business  of  the  Association  should  be 
attended  to  promptly. 

33.  Delegates  should  be  sent  to  all  city  and  provincial  meetings  or  con¬ 
ventions. 

34.  Members  should  receive  Alberta  Home  and  School  Ilews. 

35.  Attempts  should  be  made  to  obtain  needed  legislation  for  the  care  and 
protection  of  youth. 

36.  Hie  association's  budget  should  be  prepared  early  in  the  year. 

37.  The  budget  should  be  adhered  to  closely. 

38.  Fund-raising  should  not  be  unduly  emphasized. 

39.  Funds  should  only  be  raised  for  a  limited  number  of  purposes,  and 
when  these  are  school  purposes,  they  should  be  discussed  with  the 
principal  of  the  school. 
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APPENDIX  C 

LETPER  OF  INSTRUCTION  WITH  THE  QUESTIONNAIRE 


Dear  Sir/Uadaras 


February  10th,  1962* 


As  part  of  ray  work  towards  the  obtaining  of  a  Master  of 
Education  degree  I  an  planning  to  prepare  a  thesis  on  Edmonton'' s  Horae  and 
School  Associations.  In  this  thesis  I  plan  to  analyze  the  activities  of 
the  local  Home  and  School  associations  in  an  attempt  to  assess  their  pro¬ 
bable  contribution  to  the  education  of  school-age  children.  In  order  to 
base  my  study  on  adequate  data  I  must  first  compile  a  complete  list  of  the 
activities  and  areas  of  interest  of  the  local  associations  for  the  period 
from  September  1960  to  June,  1961. 

Y/ould  you  please  assist  me  by  completing  the  enclosed 
questionnaire  and  returning  it  to  me  in  the  enclosed  envelope  at  your 
earliest  convenience?  My  study  would  also  be  greatly  facilitated  if  you 
would  permit  me  to  look  over  your  minute  books,  or  whatever  records  you  may 
have,  covering  your  association's  activities  since  September  of  1960*  If 
this  should  be  possible,  please  answer  "yes"  in  the  appropriate  place  in 
the  questionnaire.  I  shall  contact  you  later  to  find  out  when  I  may  have 
access  to  these  records.  Any  records  I  may  be  permitted  to  use  will  be 
treated  with  the  utmost  care  and  will  be  returned  promptly  at  any  time 
you  may  specify. 


I  shall  be  extremely  grateful  for  your  cooperation.  Not  only 


will  you  be  assisting  me  but,  I  believe,  the  findings  of  this  study  should 
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be  of  value  to  the  Home  and  School  organization  in  assessing  its  effective¬ 
ness.  Furthermore ,  the  Alberta  Federation's  special  committee  on  evaluation 
have  expressod  the  feeling  that  it  should  bo  of  assistance  to  them.  Mrs. 
McCullough  has  written  to  the  Regional  Director  asking  for  his  cooperation. 
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APPENDIX  D 
FOLLOW-UP  LETTER 


April  30th, 1962. 


Dear  Executive  Members: 

You  may  recall  that  a  questionnaire  seeking  important  information  concern¬ 
ing  the  activities  of  the  Home  and  School  was  sent  to  the  mailing  address  of 
your  local  association  about  two  months  ago.  The  purpose  of  this  questionnaire 
is  to  analyze  the  activities  of  local  Home  and  School  associations  in  an  attempt 
to  assess  their  probable  contribution  to  the  education  of  school  children. 

In  order  to  prepare  a  comprehensive  and  valid  report  on  the  many  and 

varied  activities  of  local  Home  and  School  associations  it  is  highly  desirable 
for  all  questionnaires  to  be  returned  if  at  all  possible.  Should  your  question¬ 
naire  be  only  partially  comple  ted  because  certain  information  is  not  known  or 
readily  available  please  return  it  anyway  after  conpleting  as  many  items  as 
possible. 

If  you  have  already  returned  your  questionnaire  please  disregard  this 
letter.  The  findings  of  this  study  will  be  made  available  to  all  assoc¬ 
iations  that  participated  in  the  survey  sometime  next  year. 


